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THE IDEAL 

In the fight for India’s freedom if 
you find a bullet in my back do not count 
me as one amongst the Sikhs of the Gurus 

and do not cremate my dead body 

) 

according to the Sikh rites. A disciple of 
the Great Gurus is an ideal saint-soldier 
and is , supposed to fight in the vanguard 
and face the bullet in the chest and not in 
the back. 


We, the Sikhs, shall never allow any 
foreigner to rule our Motherland and we 
shall brook no injustice.” 


V" 


(An extract from Baba K.haruk Singh's Presiden¬ 
tial Address delivered in Lahore in December 
1929. while; presiding over the All-India Sikh 
L.onterence held to protest against the findings 
and recommendations of the Simon Commission). 
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('FIRST DECISIVE BATTLE FOR INDIA'S FREEDOM WON, CONGRATULATIONS 

i Text of Gandhiji’s telegram tc. Baba Kharak Singh when he came out from .all in 
January, 1922 aftfer winning the Morcbo for Keys of Darbar Sahib, Amritsar) 



HiNlST/fy 



President. Dr. Mendra Prasad garlanding Baba Kharak Singh on his 85th 
birthday celebrated on 20cb lune, 1952. 
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The life of Baba Kharak Singh has been trulv a 
life of dedication in the national cause. He has been 
connected with the National movement in the 
country from its very inception. In fact, the story 
of his own life has been so intertwined with the 
history of the Indian Freedom Movement that it may 
well be said to supplement it. 

Bi the nndst of fluid alignments and changing 
politics which swept many a patriot off his feet, Baba 
Kharak Singh ever remained steadfast in his convic¬ 
tions of sturdy and secular nationalism. He is indeed 
a person who adds dignity to the community and the 
nation to which he belongs. I hope his ideal of 
selfless service and his spirit of dedication will be 
widely emulated. 

I am glad to know that his admirers have 
thought of bringing out in his honour a Commemora¬ 
tion Volume with which I feel happy to associate 


myself. 
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On the occasion of the 86th birthday of Baba 
Kharak Singh Ji, I send him my respectful and 
affectionate greetings. Ever since I took to public 
life in India, I have followed Baba Kharak Singh’s 
career with admiration. In the days of pur struggle 
for freedom, he was a pillar of strength and no 
threat or coercion could-bend his iron will. By his 


example he inspired innumerable persons. It is right, 
therefore, that we should offer him tribute. 
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Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, presenting a Shield of Honour to Baba Kharak Singh 
on his 84th birthday celebrated on 10th June, 1951 


4 *l do not see anybody in the country today who can be compared in courage, bravery and 
truthfulness with Baba Kharak Singh. His presence amidst us lifts us up, 
and strengthens our morale.” 


Pandit Nehru 
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I am happy to associate myself with the tribute 
to be paid to Baba Kharak Singh on the occasion of 
his attaining the 86th birthday. His has been a life 
of devoted service and sacrifice for the country. He 
has steadfastly subordinated personal interests to 
public good. I fervently hope that his example may 
be followed by many others. 



(S. Radhakrishnan) 
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EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION 

By 

Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji , M.P., M.A., Ph. D. y D. Litt 
Chief Editor , Baba Kharak Singh Abhinandan Granth 

<7T[HE friends and admirers of that renowned Sikh leader, and saintly personality, 
VLi' Baba Kharak Singh, who is now attaining the 86th year of his life, have re¬ 
solved to celebrate that auspicious event by offering to him, as a small tangible 
token of their great regard for him, an Abhinandan Granth made up of contri¬ 
butions from all those who have had the privilege of coming into direct contact 
with him and a knowledge of some of the stirring facts of his eventful life. They 
have honoured me by asking me to be the Chief Editor of this Commemoration 
Volume. The little contact that I have had with that great national hero has 
convinced me that no honour that can be done to him is too much for him. His 
country and his people are themselves honoured by the appearance of such a 
iyrpat man In tk^ir midst. It h ^s been well said that “The history of the world 
is the biography of its great men”, and that “Great men incarnate the history 
they create.” Baba Kharak Singh-stands out as a maker and an embodiment of 
the history of his times in several ways. He has been a maker of Sikh history at 
its turning points, and also one of the earliest and foremost fighters in our 
freedom's battle. 

The Abhinandan Granth has been blessed by the gracious messages 
contributed by the two great representative Indians, the President, and the Prime 
Minister of India who have both admirably expressed the established opinion of 
the country on the life and work of Baba Kharak Singh. The President rightly 
points out: “The life of Baba Kharak Singh has been truly a life of dedication 
in the national cause. He has been connected with the National movement in 
the country from its very inception. In fact, the story of his own life has been 
so intertwined with the history of the Indian freedom movement that it may well 
be said to supplement it.” 

The Prime Minister also states : 

“On the occasion of the 86th birthday of Baba Kharak Singhji, I send 
him my respectful and affectionate greetings. Ever since I took to public life in 
India, I have followed Baba Kharak Singh's career with admiration. In the days 
of our struggle for freedom, he was a pillar of strength and no threat or coercion 
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could bend his iron will. By his example, he inspired innumerable persons, 
it is right, therefore, that we should offer him tribute.” 

~ ^khinandan Granth has been enriched by several other authoritative 
c.-ntn ^ utions correctly appraising and assessing the unique achievements of Baba 
. ara an< ^ * s m y Peasant privilege to sum up, on the basis of these, 

m this editorial introduction, the principal points in his life and career which 
have ensured for him an abiding place in the history of the country. Born, 
with silver spoon in his mouth, of an affluent Sikh family of high social status 

m the year 1868 at Sialkot, he spurned at a iife of ease and leisure and early 
dedicated his life to the service of his country. His public life began in 1912 
v en he was elected Chairman of the Reception Committee of the fifth 
session of the All-India Sikh Educational Conference which met at his native 
town of Sialkot. In r 9I5 he was elected President of the seventh session of the 
Sikh Educational Conference held at Taran Taran (Amritsar). Then followed 
tr.e tragic events 01 the Martial Law days in the Punjab in the year 1919 and the 
ruthless Massacre of Innocents by General Dyer at the Jallianwala Bagh. What 
was reac bon of this gruesome tragedy to the then leaders of the Sikh 
community who were its direct victims and were so grievously affected and 
afflicted by it ■ The social government of the Sikh community then vested in 
he Chief Kha'sa Diwan who miserably failed to rise to the obligations and 
responsibilities of this grave situation. As Sardar Sant Singh puts it in his very 
appropriate Article : “Here was the time when the Chief Khalsa Diwan could 
have given the right lead and may have helped in saving the situation. But they 
failed. 7 he infamous assassin, General Dyer, was instead honoured at the Akal 
Takhat, the sacred and solemn institution of the Sikhs, by its Chief Priest, and 
a Khilat was bestowed upon him." This strange and shameless appreciation 
of the work of General Dyer by an authoritative Sikh Association was fully 
exploited in the House of Lords in support of his mass-slaughter of people. 
But inis blatant treachery produced a violent reaction which revolutionised Sikh 
Politics altogether and prepared the ground for a radical change in its leadership. 
The spirit of revolt against the old order expressed itself in the formation of a 
new political Association called the Central Sikh League. Circumstances were 
also forcing the pace of the change. It was at this time in December, 1919, 
t^at the Indian National Congress met at Amritsar under Pandit Motilal Nehru 
as its President, aiong with the first session of the Sikh .League. A request came 
from an unknown youth to Sardar Sant Singh as its Secretary that he might be 
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permitted to address the League. His first speech condemning outright the 
British alliance and intrigues with select self-seeking Sikhs who could act on 
British behest as traitors to their country, made Baba Kharak Singh famous at 
once.^ The spell-bound audience acclaimed him as their leader with shouts of 
Sat-Sri-Akal. An unknown patriot leapt into fame by a single utterance ! 

It was again in 1920 in the tense atmosphere created in the country by 
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the Martial Law regime following it, that 
the Indian National Congress at its special session held in Calcutta adopted the 
famous resolution of Gandhiji on Non-Cooperation. The Sikhs still were rather 
lagging behind in the national cause and had to be brought nearer the Congress. 
The second session of the Sikh League was thus called for to consider the 
situation, and was held at Lahore on 20th October, 1920, with Baba Kharak 
Singh as its President. The session was attended by such prominent leaders 
as Gandhiji, the two Ali Brothers, and Dr. Saif-ud-Din Kitchlew. Dr. Kitchlew 
thus describes the importance of this meeting and of the part played in it by 
Baba Kharak Singh : “I shall never forget the most historic session of the Sikh 
League that I witnessed with my own eyes in Lahore in 1920. The bold, 
courageous and statesmanlike lead,given by Baba Kharak Singh carried the day, 
and the Sikh community, by an overwhelming majority, passed the Resolution 
01 Non-violent Non-cooperation. Thus to Baba Kharak Singh goes the credit 
of bringing the Sikh community into the national fold.'' 

The awakening of the Sikh mind to the national cause, produced at this 
momentous meeting oi the Sikh League, led to a series of consequential develop¬ 
ments under the leadership of this man of the hour, Baba Kharak Singh, 
CJod s own message in the Bhagavat Gita that He will emerge as an Incarnation 
whenever Right is threatened by Wrong found its partial fulfilment in the then 
conditions of Sikh History. The Martial Law in the Punjab came in the wake 
ot a leprenensible social system under which the Gurdwaras which were centres 
ol religion became centres ot intrigue and corruption under the control of a body 
which was in league with the worst agents of British imperialism. The inevitable 
remedy came in the shape of the Gurdwara Reform Movement under the 
leadership of Baba Kharak Singh. In 1921 was formed the Shiromani Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee under Babaji as its first elected President. The Com¬ 
mittee under his leadership fought to a triumphant conclusion the battle of the 
Gurdwaras. In January 1922, he won the famous “Morcha of the Keys of the 
Darbar Saheb” of Amritsar, a victory which Mahatma Gandhi described as 


"the first decisive battle for India's freedom" in sending his congratulations 
to Babaji. It was, indeed, not an ordinary battle- The British Government 
was forced by the indomitable resistance of the Sikh heroes to yield to 
the national demand of the Sikhs for the delivery of the keys of the 
Golden Temple from the custody of a foreign secular authority, the Deputy 
Commissioner of the District. On 17th January 1922, Baba Kharak Singh, 
and thousands of his comrades who courted arrest under Section 144, were 
released, and before a gathering of about two lacs of Sikhs at Shri Akal I akhat 
Saheb was seen the unprecedented spectacle of British bureaucracy bent to its 
knees and delivering the keys of the sacred shrine to their leader, Baba Kharak 
Singh, We may recall in this connection the prophetic words which Baoaji 
addressed to his followers as their battle-cry: “I assure you that the Key of Guru s 
Darbar shall certainly come back to us and they will unlock not only the Tosha- 
khana of Darbar Saheb but also I am confident that these keys shall eventually 
open the doors of India's freedom." By God's grace, Babaji has lived to see 
his own great prophecy so remarkably fulfilled ! 

Babaji thenceforward won fresh laurels in the wider field of national 
;i niggle fo: independence. His valuable services to the country as a whole were 
recognised by his election as President of the Punjab Provincial Congress Com¬ 
mittee in succession to Lala Lajpat Rai, removed from public life by imprison¬ 
ment. His election was hailed by Mahatma Gandhi in the following words in 
4 * Young India" : “ I congratulate the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee 

on its decision to elect Sardar Kharak Singh as its President. The reputation 
that Sardar Sahib holds for high character and bravery would give added strength 
to the cause of Indian National Congress in the Punjab. In doing so, the 
Congress has honoured itself more than it has honoured Sardar Sahib. It is, 
indeed, an excellent choice." 

Next followed an era of intense British repression of the National Move¬ 
ment in all its phases and forms. Mahatma Gandhi was imprisoned for 6 years 
for the crime of sedition, along with thousands of Congressmen all over the 
country. Baba Kharak Singh had also his share of this national trial and ordeal* 
and was sentenced to 5 years rigorous imprisonment for delivering seditious 
speeches. He, however, carried freedom's battle even to the prison-house at 
Dera Ghazi Khan. He refused all special treatment offered to him in jail and 
stood for equality with all other comrades in confinement. He stripped himself 
of all clothing in the cruel cold of Dera Ghazi Khan as a protest against the ban 
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Baba Kharak Singh with Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji, M.P 
(Chief Editor of the Abhinandan Granth) 
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Baba Kharak Singh replying to the Address presented on his 82nd birthday. On 
tne right is Shrimati Rameshwari Nehru and on the left is Maharani Gurcharan Kaur 

of Nabha. 



imposed by the authorities on the use of Gandhi cap by non-Sikh prisoners and 
of black turbans by his Sikh comrades in jail. The inspiring details of his fight 
for fundamental rights and freedom even in a sphere of the very negation of 
freedom are very well narrated by Sardar Santokh Singh Vidyarthi, a comrade, a 
disciple, and a fellow-prisoner of Baba Kharak Singh in the same Jail, i he 
graphic account he gives in his Article of Baba Ji’s life and activities in Jail 
reveals the inner working of his great mind and unsullied soul. 

The battle of the Turban and Cap was, however, won in stages. First 
came the order lifting the ban on the Sikh head-dress. The Superintendent of 
the Jail himself took to Baba Ji the turban which he had pulled off his head. 
Baba Ji looked at it like a stone. Superintendent, Major Gales, asked him : “Are 
you not going to tie the turban ? ” “ No,” he answered. And “ why (" “ Only 

when my other comrades are given back their Gandhi caps.” Baba Ji clenched 
the issue by declaring, as related by St. Nihal Singh in his own graphic manner. 
It is wicked of the Government to try to create a rift between the Hindus and 
the Sikhs. That is why it has removed the ban on the black turban and has 
retained it on the Gandhi cap. Only when the ban is removed from both will 
I put on clothes.” 

m 

Lastly, it may be noted that Shri Baba Kharak Singh shows his greatness 
equally and consistently in the small sphere of private and domestic life, as in the 
larger sphere of public life, of politics and national service. True greatness is a 
natural and structural growth, so that if any section is taken of it at any point or 
at random, it will show the consistency of the structure and the same features. 
His greatness is not something that is artificially assumed for the occasion, or a 
show of rationalised conduct. The great man must be great in small as in big 
things. The valet is the best judge of his Master. Baba Ji s greatness shows 
itself in all relations of life, domestic, social, public or political. To take only a 
few typical examples from his life, once, after his release from Jail, among the 
many invitations to dinner from his friends celebrating the happy event, he gave 
priority of acceptance to the one coming from a poor fellow-prisoner of his who 
was convicted for theft but became a changed man in Baba Ji's company. He 
did it to keep first his promise to that poor comrade of his. 

At a ceremonial dinner at his house, he gave equal recognition, olong 
with his guests of high social status, to the Mazahahis and Ramdasis, his friends 
of the scheduled classes. 
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mac ^ e a common cause with the Hindus in their opposition, on 
religious grounds, to the proposed construction of a slaughter-house in their 
neighbourhood by the foreign government of the day. 


Tiue to his principles, he declined the offer of a Ministership in the Punjab 
Government under the scheme of Provincial Autonomy which hardly connoted 
real freedom for the people. 


The measure of Baba Ji s self-sacrifice in the cause of freedom may be 
understood from a simple and a single fact. He had to undergo as many as 15 
political sentences and convictions, and to spend about 20 years of his life in 
Jail. As St. Nihal Singh truly points out: “Few men of any race or colour, any 
age or clime, have done more or undergone greater privation than he in the 
cause heid close to their hearts. But all this repression could not “repress the 
noble rage, or chill the ardour of his soul/' his zest for freedom : 


"Stone walls do not a prison make, 

Nor iron bars a cage ! 

Minds innocent and quiet 

Take that for an hermitage ! 

If I have freedom in my love, 

And in my soul am free, 

Angels alone, that soar above. 

Enjoy such liberty.” 

Baba Ji was an Angel among men, who made “hermitage” of Jail 
by his soul-force. Spirit triumphs over Matter ! Material fetters cannot 
imprison the Soul or Mind which is inherently and intrinsically free. Baba Ji 
felt free in Jail with his own ideas about his next adventures in the cause of 
national freedom. One is reminded of the words of Thoreau : “Under a 

Government which punishes any one unjustly, the proper place for a just man is 
only in Jail.” 


Baba Ji must be now feeling rejuvenated with the vitality and vigour of 
a renewed life from the potent stimulus that has come to all who, with Baba Ji, 
have lived to see, with their own eyes, the moving spectacle of India shaking off 
the shackles of the slavery of centuries, and winning her birth-right of freedom 
by a bloodless revolution, unprecedented in the annals of mankind, in the true 
spirit of her tradition and culture. 
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The Rig Veda takes ioo years to be the normal span of human life, the 
good life lived under the rules and restrictions of its system. May Baba Kharak 
Singh be granted this prescribed longevity of xoo years to enjoy fully the fruits 
of his strenuous labours in the cause of his country’s freedom to which he has 
dedicated a life of unexampled suffering, sacrifice and asceticism, is my earnest 
prayer! 


MAY ARAL PURSH 
BLESS OUR 
BELOVED BABA JI 
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\Vhen a country bleeds in slavery under a weight of gyves, 

That country yields us men prepared to sacrifice their lives. 

And among them is this hero we are out to celebrate, 

Whose deeds have been historic and whose courage has been great. 
It is such heroes who fulfil a country’s future plan, 

Such honest and undaunted men who build the life of Man. 

Our homage to their sacrifice whose glory strikes us dumb, 
Illumining the darkness for the millions yet to come. 

—Harindranath Chattopadhyaya, M.P. 
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A GREAT EXAMPLE 


By The Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany 

T'pVERYBOP^ coming for the first time to the Indian Republic is fascinated 
/-‘•L to nr^e how this enormous subcontinent which he was used to regard, only 
3 decade ago, as a colony, as the crown-jewel of the British Empire, now 
ha * 1 taken into her own hands her present and her future, her government and 
administration, her domestic and foreign affairs. After a mere six years of Indian 
independence, the visitor finds in existence a democratic state, the stability of 
which enables India to play an ever increasing part within the family of nations. 
And all this has been achieved, virtually, without bloodshed—an event 
unparalleled in history. 


. When one inquires into the reasons for the monumental change, one will, 
°f course, have to realize that the age of colonialism has elsewhere, too, come to 
its inevitable end or is approaching it ; one will have to admire the political 
wisdom of the British people, accepting in grandiose manner a new phase of 
history in Asia ; one will, furthermore, have to conceive the* impact of India’s 
perennial civilization, never having eclipsed, never having lost its firm 
gnp on the nation ; one will have to become conscious of the enormous size of 
India s population, forming a national entity in spite of diversities ; and one will 
have to evaluate the repercussions on India of events having been forthcoming 
from other continents. 

Yet all these weighty causes do not seem to suffice to explain convincingly 
enough the tremendous fact of Free India. 

It rather appears that in India—to an extent seldom, if ever, witnessed 
before—we are confronted with one of the most striking proofs for the paramount 
influence which great personalities as such are destined to wield over the course 
of history, with the part played by man in making and shaping history. Often 
the existence of such influence is denied. Often it is maintained that economic 
or related forces are the exclusive molders of the story of mankind. But Free 
India evidences the opposite^ She would not be what in our days she has become 
if she had not given birth to a large number of outstanding Indian men and 
women who dedicated their lives to the struggle for attaining and maintaining 
inalienable human rights, and who in this way served the lasting interests of 
entire mankind not less than of their own people. 
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Vice versa, in the absence of such personalities, the cause of freedom is 
imperilled or doomed everywhere. How could a democracy void of or insuffi¬ 
ciently equipped with them satisfy the innate desire of the people for exemplary 
leadership ; how could it cope with the average reluctance of the common man to 
assume public responsibility ; how could it eventually prevent the political 
demagogue, who has surreptitiously obtained the confidence of the masses, from 
seizing power and taking brutal precautions to perpetuate his dictatorship, even 
though erelong he himself may have lost the confidence of even his own origtml 
supporters ? 

Indeed, legion were the men and women of India who knew that for a 
great people it is more worthy to decide their own destiny than to have others 
decide it for them—another token, at the same time, for the assured continuity 
of a well-auguring, propitious strength of Indian freedom and democracy. Selfless 
and with unperturbable faith in the righteousness of their cause, they emerged— 
from Srinagar to Madurai, from Bombay to Calcutta—Baba Kharak Singh in 
their vanguard. 

Great, unimaginably great, were their sacrifices. But greater still were 
their charismatic spirit, their enthusiasm, their willpower, their political acumen 
—all this in spite of the fact that for them ail (for the Gandhis, the Prasads, the 
Nehrus, the Baba Kharak Singhs) success in their lifetime could hardly be 
characterized as certain. 

It is thus an act of gratitude and love, and equally of political prudence, 
to gather for generations to come into a Commemoration Volume the immortal 
life and work of one of the best among them, the 41 winner of India’s first decisive 
battle for freedom ” : Baba Kharak Singh. 

While writing these modest lines, I felt aware of the privilege and honour 
having been shown to me when I was requested to make a small contribution to 
the Abhinandan Granth. I tried to follow the request out of a deep conviction 
that all peoples—including my own—need men like Baba Kharak Singh, today 
and forever, lest anonymous materialism triumph over personal idealism, lest by 
lacking or frustrating the 44 Self-realization " of great individuals, history become 
all the poorer. 

(Ernst Wilhelm Meyer) 
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German Ambassador, Dr. E. W. Meyer, and Mrs. Meyer greeting Baba Kharak Singh on his 
85th birthday celebrated on 20th June, 1952, 





^Ateddape fiiom &Ae 

$Ci#A (Bommiddionel jfia% (Beyton in J)ncUa 

I consider it a privilege to offer my humble tribute and greetings to 
Shriman Baba Kharak Singh Jion the occasion of his 86th Birthday, 

He represents a generation in India who were the pioneers in the rciorm 
movement and the struggle for freedom from foreign domination. The great 
sons of India from the Father of the Nation downwards have paid glowing tributes 
to him for his great services to his country and the sacrifices he had made on her 
behalf. Whatever I can say cannot add to the weight of the encomiums paid by 
those who worked with him and suffered with him in the cause of their country 
except to show that we the people of Ceylon who look upon India as our mother 
country and who have still so much cultural and other ties w r ith her had been 
watching with admiration the great struggle for freedom that was going here and 
derived inspiration from the work of her great leaders in our own struggle for 
freedom. 

Baba Kharak Singh Ji is one of the oldest warriors who fought the battle 
for freedom with the weapons of non-violence and sacrifice and who are still alive 
today. May he be spared long to serve as a beacon light to the younger genera¬ 
tion for inspiration and a noble example to follow. 



(C. Coomaraswamv) 
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AFGHAN AMBASSADOR'S GOOD WISHES 

* 

) . 

The Ambassador for Afghanistan writes : 

I thank you very much for your letter of the 
4th September, 1953 and also for the thought in 
asking me to take part in the Commemoration Volume 
of your respected leader—Shri Baba Kharak Singh Ji, 
on his 86th birthday. 

I had the honour of meeting him and was 
impressed by his personality and goodwill. 

His life which is devoted to the service of India 
and his popularity among his community and all the 
leading figures of India, are the best proof of his high 
personality. 

(Najib-Ullah) 



A ROBUST AND INSPIRING PERSONALITY 


By 

India’s Ambassador in U.S.S.R. 


It is kind of the Baba Kharak Singh Abhinandan 
Committee to ask me to contribute to the Abhinandan 
Granth which is being prepared for presentation to 
Shriman Baba Kharak Singh on his 86th birthday. 
As an official, I have had few opportunities for 
coming into contact with him. I did, however, have 
the good fortune to meet him occasionally in Delhi 
and was greatly impressed by his robust and inspiring 
personality. Even in our student days Shriman Baba 
Kharak Singh was a source of inspiration to us on 
account of his steadfastness, courage and integrity. 
We all pray for his long life and continued good 
health. 


<SL 



(K. P. S. Menon) 
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A SYMBOL OF NATIONAL UNITY 


By 

India s Ambassador in Egypt 


xt was over 30 years ago that I came to know Baba Kharak Singh. He 
was then the President of the Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee and I had 
been deputed by the Congress to work with the committee, in the fight which it 
was then carrying on under his leadership. Though the Sikh community 
under changing leadership has gone through many political transformations since 
that time, Baba Kharak Singh has never wavered either in his nationalism, or in 
his fervent faith in the future of an independent India. It was but an appropriate 
tribute to a great national leader, that the nation, through the Prime Minister, 
should have presented him with a shield of honour. 


Baba Kharak Singh’s services to the cause of India are varied and 
extend over many decades. But his supreme contribution has been his staunch¬ 
ness in the cause of national unity. In the days before independence when the 
interests of communities and groups were put forward by the British authorities as 
o stacles in the way of our freedom, and so many fell a prey to the temptation of 
short-term advantages to their people, Baba Kharak Singh stood like a rock and 
became a symbol of our national unity. In the pantheon of India’s heroes Baba 
oaheb has an assured place and it is a great privilege for me to associate myself 

with this Abhinandan Granth which is being published on the occasion of his 
86 th birthday. 




(K. M. Panikkar) 


★ 
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OUR GRAND OLD MAN 

By 

The High Commissioner for India 
in Australia 

On the occasion of the celebration of the 86th Birthday of our Grand 
Old Man, Baba Kharak Singh, I send him my very best wishes and my prayers 
to God to keep him in good health and heart for very many more years to come. 

Young India of today needs badly a large band of national workers like 
our Baba Ji to give our people the guidance and the inspiration to serve our 
motherland with one common aim, and that is to make her the * land of our 
dreams ’—a land of plenty, prosperity and peace, where everyone of us, as true 
sons and daughters of the soil should live as members of one great family, the 
family of INDIANS. Baba Ji’s courage, determination, honesty and sincerity in 
every thing he has done and is doing in the service of our motherland by standing 
so solidly and so loyally behind our young Government will, I hope serve as 
example to such people with only parochial selfish interests, to develop a truly 
national spirit and serve India as INDIANS. 

Baba Ji’s love for the common man is immense. It is the common man 
who makes the country, and his welfare and interests must take priority over 
anything else. 

May God give us many more Baba Kharak Singhs. 



General 


37 


A PRICELESS PEARL 

By Prof. Abdul Majid Khan, M.A., 

Indian Consul General in Iraq 

f - vas ^ ebruary, 1922 when as a college student I read in “The Tribune”, 
O' Lahore that after the arrest of Lala Lajpat Rai, Agha Mohd. Safdar became 
President of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee and after the 
arrest of Agha Mohd. Safdar Baba Kharak Singh was appointed as his successor. 
It is a matter of considerable pride to me that I have heard Baba Kharak Singh 
speak on numerous occasions during the last thirty years. Every sentence of his 
speech is instinct with sincerity, is a world of feeling and of thought. The 
number of Indians who have suffered for the cause of the freedom of our country 
1S !eglon> Thousands responded to the clarion call of Mahatma Gandhi, courted 
ln pbsonment at his bidding and died smilingly while struggling for the emancipa¬ 
tion of their motherland from the yoke of foreign domination. Some of them are 
■ t-.ll alive and a jew of them in the words of uncharitable critics have “cashed in on 
their reputation as patriots ’’ and are in a way reaping the fruit of their efforts. 
Love of country is a noble sentiment and there are good, bad and indifferent 
nationalists. All of them are not angels of light or paragons of virtue. But with 
regard to Baba Kharak Singh, it can be said without the least fear of contradic¬ 
tion that he has loved his country “not wisely but too well” to expect anything by 

way of reward or guerdon of his toil. He has truly imbibed the spirit of the 
Gita. 

A Dauntless Warrior 

Baba Kharak Singh has been throughout his life an embodiment of daring 
and fearlessness. He is one of those persons who burnt their boats, the moment 
they joined the Satyagraha movement of Mahatma Gandhi. He docs not believe 
in mincing matters nor does he possess an oily tongue. His outspokenness and 
candour are proverbial. Nothing is more repellent to him than low intrigue or 
tricky moves He is the last man to stoop to underhand or ugly ways to gain his 
enos. He stands for the assertion of truth, the unveiling of illusion and for 
debunking s df-seeking and self-centred persons who put on the convenient garb 
of communal leaders. That the whole is greater than its part and the circle is 
always bigger than its segment, has been his life-long belief. So he has not been 
interested in promoting the welfare of any particular communal group or sectional 
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biba Kharak Singh with Pandit Nehru and Dr. Kitchlew at a function held on 14th August 1950, to celebrate the first 
anniversary of ‘The Indian National Consolidation and Peace Organisation.’ 



clique. Like the ‘tallest’ amongst us, he has his detractors too, who accuse him 
of playing the role of a communal leader at times i.e. from 1928 to 1935. When 
all is said and done, it is true that his association for a short while with some 
communal leaders was with the set and sole purpose of weaning them from 
communal lunacy and winning them over in due course to the Indian National 
Congress. Even a cent-percent honest man is not immune from the critical shafts 
of his opponents and Baba Kharak Singh is no exception in this respect. He has 
been maligned, misrepresented and misunderstood by those whose forte is wanton 
vilification and whose passion of life is to traduce persons right and left. 

Integrity Personified 

Fortunately or unfortunately I happen to know some of the political 
adversaries of Baba Kharak Singh. But it can be safely maintained that during 
the last 30 years, I never heard any casual remark from any of them which may 
be construed as something calculated to question his personal probity. In 
strength of character, honesty of conviction and tenacity of purpose, Baba i 
remains unbeaten. I can give half a dozen instances when the powers that be, 
during the British Raj, made every conceivable attempt to buy off Baba Kharak 
Singh by tempting him with alluring offers and cushy jobs, but neither coercion 
nor cajolery could deflect him for a moment from the path of his duty. He has 
all along led a spotlessly clean life with the result that even at the ripe age of 86 
he is mentally alert and physically not unfit. It is due to God’s grace, also it is 
because he has been morally upright in the long span of his life. He is man 
of God and consistently castigates those misguided youngmen who believe ir 
creeds which are grounded on rank materialism and atheism. The greatest 
compliment to any leader is to say that he has kept his faith. And Baba Kharak 
Singh has certainly done that. Men of his spirit and his courage arc not bom 
every day. Indeed, he is a priceless pearl. The lesson that we learn from his 
life is that we should be true to ourselves and should listen to the ‘ still small 
voice within’, come what may. Thus alone we can promote the welfare of our 
country and serve the larger cause of world peace. * Remember, we find our 
lives in losing them in the service of others’, is the gist of the message of Baba J; 

/l uJ - 

|i (Abdul Majid Khan) 
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A MOBLF. EXAMPLE 

By 

The Minister for Health, India 

Baba Kharak Singh’s name is a byword to all 
those of us who have taken any part in the freedom 
struggle in India. He has made untold sacrifices and 
has never allowed personal ambition or personal gain 
to come in the way of devoted service to the cause 
which he espoused early in life. It is this selflessness 
and devotion to duty and above all integrity and 
humility of character that have enshrined Baba Ji in 
the hearts of thousands of us. 

I am glad indeed that an Abhinandan Granth 
is being prepared and will be presented to him as 
a token of esteem and affection on his 86th birthday. 
In doing so we will not only honour him but we will, I 
hope, seek an opportunity of re-dedicating ourselves 
co service, a noble example of which Baba Ji has set 
for us. 





(Amrit Kaur) 


A SOURCE OF INSPIRATION 

By 

The Minister for Communications, India 
Baba Kharak Singh—the grand old man—is an 
institution by himself. He has been so closely 
associated with the Independence Movement that any 
attempt of his biographical sketch will be the history 
of struggle of independence. He has fought valiantly 
and responded to the calls for the liberation of the 
country at a time when few could afford to be on 
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wrong side of the rulers of the country. He won 
laurels of praise from revered Bapu on many occasions* 
His presence amongst us is a source of inspiration to 
many of us. It is befitting that a Commemoration 
volume (Abhinandan Granth) is being presented to 
Baba Ji on his 86th birthday. I pray that Baba Ji 
may be spared for many many years to come. 



(Jagjivan Ram) 









A GREAT SON OF INDIA 

By 

The Minister of Works , Housing and Supply , 

India 

It gives me great pleasure to learn that it has 
been decided to publish a commemoration volume 
(Abhinandan Granth) on Baba Kharak Singh s 36 th 
birthday. It is only in the fitness of things that the 

achievements and sacrifices of this great son of India 
are chronicled in a suitable manner. This compilation, 

I am sure, will not only bring him nearer to the heart 
of the present generation, but will also be regarded 
as a prized possession by many of his compatriots for 
generations to come. Politically awakened persons in 
India are fully cognizant of the debt they owe to this 
great patriot for his sacrifices in the service of the 
nation. His honesty, integrity, courage, character and 
love for freedom perhaps have only a few other 
parallels in modern history. On his 86th birthday I 
wish this venerable leader many a happy return of 
the day. 



★ 
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A FIGHTER IN THE VANGUARD 

By 

The Minister for Transport & Railways, India 

On the occasion of the 86th birthday of Shri 
Baba Kharak Singh, I send him my best wishes. 
He reminds us of the old days of test and trial when 
he was in the vanguard of the fighters for freedom. 
He deserves well of all of us and our countrymen 
will always remember with gratitude the great 
service he has rendered to them. May he have 
a full span of happy life and serve for a long time to 
come ! _ 



(Lai Bahadur) 
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A LIVING EXAMPLE OF SELFLESS SERVICE 

By 

The Minister for Rehabilitation, India 
Baba Kharak Singh in relation to the struggle 
for country’s freedom is a name to conjure with. 

His living example of selfless service, indomitable 
courage, bravery and truthfulness of convictions will 
continue to inspire not only the present generation 
but also generations yet unborn. It is my prayer 
that Baba Ji may be spared many more years to serve 
the cause of the country. 

(Ajit Prasad Jain) 
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A GREAT CHAMPION OF TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 


By the Deputy Minister for Defence, India 


Baba Kharak Singh Ji is one of the oldest living veterans of the Punjab, 
who stubbornly resisted the foreign rulers by willingly undergoing the untold 
sufferings in the shape of death penalties, confiscation of property, and long solitary 
imprisonments. The very name brings to mind the heroic personality, with an 
iion soul who courted hardships of prison life again and again for the achievement 
of liberty for his beloved country. The prison bars toughened his determination, 
sharpened his yearnings for sacrifice to put up a stronger fight next time. For 
Baba Ji no sacrifice was great for the cause of Independence for which he had 
dedicated his life. Throughout his life Baba Ji was a great champion of Truth 
and Righteousness, Justice and Equality, and has never swerved from that path. 
Full of unflinching resolution, hope, courage and enthusiasm Baba Ji was always 
seen standing in the front row of every movement launched by the Indian 
National Congress for the object of shaking off foreigner’s yoke. Masses in the 
Punjab loved him, respected him'and followed in his footsteps in courting arrest 
and carrying on the freedom movement by non-violent methods. 

Drawing inspiration from the aims and objects of that most beneficent 
institution, the Sikh Educational Conference in which Baba Ji played a prominent 
role during its early days, Baba Ji joined hands with the leaders of the Indian 
National Congress with fervour, and zeal of a missionary. His leadership once 
inspired so mighty an influence among the Sikh community, to which he belongs, 
that the sacrifices made by them in the freedom movement far exceeded their 
proportion in population. 

It is very fortunate, that Baba Ji has lived to see India as an independent 
sovereign secular state with a constitution. 

Baba J i s record of service in the cause of freedom will always inspire the 
youths of our motherland to higher ideals of life. 


I 1 



(Surjit Singh Majithia) 
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THE GREAT SIKH PATRIOT 

By 

The Governor of Madras 


On the auspicious and happy occasion of the 86th birthday of the great 
Sikh patriot Baba Kharak Singh, I write to send him my most respectful 
felicitations, and pay my warm tribute of praise and admiration for this great 
soldier of the country s Freedom. Baba Ji stood firm and undaunted throughout 
the storms that blew throughout his long and dedicated life. He would not 
swerve from his purpose at any time. 


It is indeed a joy to think that Baba Kharak Singh has lived to see the 
attainment of the country s Independence, even though it has been accompanied 
^ ith the tragedy of the partition of the land, which has been particularly galling 
to the great community to which Baba Ji belongs, and which in its noble history 
of centuries, enshirnes some of the most glorious acts of martyrdom for the sake of 
its faith and country. 


On this great occasion, it is my most earnest prayer that Baba Ji may be 
spared for long years to come to be a source of inspiration, and serve as a tower 
01 stiength to us all. He is the oldest in age as he is the greatest in sacrifice 
amongst all who have served the land. At a time when communal passions and 
personal ambitions swayed the hearts of most, he went forward with a single- 
minded devotion to the great ideal of nationalism transcending all barriers of caste 
and creed ; and it is a matter of pride to us all that we are able to gather together 
members of many denominations and many groups to honour one whom we all 
hold as our leader and our mentor, and pledge ourselves thereby to follow the 
path that he himself has trodden, and keep the torch burning that he himself has 
lighted, for our guidance in the future as in the past. 



(Sri Prakasa) 
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AN ILLUSTRIOUS SON OF THE PUNJAB 

By 

The Governor of Punjab 

I have been very glad to learn that Baba Kharak 
Singh Abhinandan Committee are presenting 
Abhinandan Granth to Baba Ji on his 86th birthday. 
Baba Ji has been a valiant fighter in our struggle for 
freedom and has set before us an example of selfless 
service to the motherland, which has inspired count¬ 
less others to follow in his footsteps. He is an 
illustrious son of the Punjab, and all of us in this State 
owe him a great debt of gratitude for what he has 
done for us. On behalf of the people of this State, I 
pay my tribute to this grand old man of the Punjab. 



I' 
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A GREAT LESSON OF HISTORY 

By 

The Rajpramukh of PEPSU 


Those who know what sacrifices Baba Kharak Singh has made for the 
Sake of Jlis country will always remember him with respect. He courted hardships 
not once but many a time for the vindication of his principles. The generations 
to come will derive inspiration from his simplicity of character and steadfast 
loyalty to his country. 

India achieved independence six years ago but we have still many stages 
1 " _v>ver for attaining the goal which we have set before ourselves. The country 
necu§ people who can follow in the footsteps of Baba Kharak Singh and work in 
harmony as co-partners in a common cause, each promoting the good of 
the other. We have seen Nations crumbling under the dead weight of 
eommunalism, and being lost in oblivion for ever. Let this great lesson of 
History always guide us in all our deeds and our actions, and if we do this 
with some degree of sincerity we can be sure that our country will make rapid 
strides of progress. 

I join Baba Ji’s numerous friends and admirers in wishing him all health 
and a long span of life. 



(Yadavindra Singh) 
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Baba Kharak Singh with Pandit Nehru and H. H. the Maharaja of Patiala, 
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Message from the 
Chief Commissioner, Delhi 

I understand that it is proposed to present an 
Abhinandan Granth on the occasion of Baba Kharak 
Singh s 86th birthday. It gives me very great pleasure 
to add my own appreciation on this occasion. Baba 
Kharak Singh is a veteran nationalist who took a 
prominent part in the struggle for the freedom of the 
country. He made heavy sacrifices and proved an 
inspiration to workers over a long period. I hope that 
he will be spared to us long as a constant reminder of 
what we owe to the country. 


<SL 



(Shankar Prasad) 
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Message from the Chief Minister, Bombay 

I consider it to be a great privilege to be able 
to associate myself with the honour which is being 
done to Baba Kharak Singh. He is a great patriot 
and has fought very valiantly our battles of freedom. 
By dedicating his life to the promotion of strength 
and happiness of his countrymen he has set a very 
good example for others to follow. 

May God bestow on him good health and happi¬ 
ness in the evening of his life. 



(Morarji Desai) 
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Message from the Chief Minister, Madras 

Baba Kharak Singh Ji has attained the age of 
86. He commanded Gandhiji’s affection ; and he 
commands now Shri Jawaharlal Nehru’s affection. 
What more is wanted to demonstrate the worth of a 
man ? May every young man in Punjab and Delhi 
look forward to attain Baba Kharak Singh’s age and 
the general esteem that he has attained. 



/ 



(C. Rajagopalachari) 
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Message from the 
Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh 

I am glad that Baba Kharak Singh Abhinandan 
Committee is presenting a Commemoration Granth 
to Baba Kharak Singh Ji on his 86th birthday. His 
contribution to India’s independence struggle was 
notable. He was even in the front line in the long 
course of her fight for Freedom and suffered great 
hardships in the cause of the Country. He has. with 
lemarkable steadfastness, courage and devotion, given 
of his best to its service. It is a happy thought that 
his venerable personality is still amidst us to give 
inspiration and hope to the younger generation. I 
wish Baba Ji many more returns of this day. 

(G. B. Pant) 


Message from the Chief Minister, Orissa 

The Chief Minister of Orissa writes: 

I have just received your letter dated the 14th 
July 1953 regarding the Abhinandan Granth that is 
being prepared for presentation to Shriman Baba 
Kharak Singh Ji on his 86th birthday. Here is my 
message : 

“What can a pigmy say about a veritable giant, 
except that he feels honoured to be able to pay his 
homage to Baba Kharak Singh !” 


Ow—* - 

(N. Chaudhuri) 


* 

Message from the Chief Minister, Punjab 

Shri Dhim Sain Sachar, the Chief Minister of Punjab writes : 

I am glad that your Committee is bringing out 
a Commemoration Volume and presenting it to the 
Veteran Leader Baba Kharak Singh Ji. Baba Ji is, 
to my mind, one of those noble and high-spirited 
personages of whom any nation should be proud. It 
will not be an exaggeration to compare him with the 
Italian Patriots—Mazzini and Garibaldi. Baba Ji 
has been throughout his long life, a valiant fighter 
and soldier in the fight for freedom, and has his heavy 
share of sufferings and sacrifice. May the Almighty 
Father vouchsafe him many more years of healthy 
life to be able to guide and watch the herculean task 
of the reconstruction and resuciitation of the shattered 
economy of Bharat Mata. 


Message from 

The Chief Minister, Delhi State 

The Chief Minister, Delhi State writes: 

It is really a very good idea to bring out an Abhinandan Granth to be 
presented to the veteran leader Baba Kharak Singh. 

You have very kindly asked me to send a message of “goodwill and 
blessings.” Need I tell you that I and so many others who come in my category 
ot humble workers in the cause of the nation and the country and even the 
stalwarts amongst us stand in need of goodwill and blessings from a saintly and 
venerable personality like that of Baba Ji. We of this generation and the posterity 
will regard Baba Ji’s life as the opening chapter of the glorious history of our 
freedom struggle culminating in our national independence. 

It is given to few to pass through such hazardous adventures in our 
quest for freedom, which made Baba Kharak Singh one of the greatest national 
heroes. It is given to still fewer to live a span of life and to witness with one’s 
own eyes the fulfilment of the nation’s age long dream. 

Baba Kharak Singh Ji is divinely blessed that he lives to see the realization 
of the independence which in his youth must have been almost as distant as a 
dream. 

We too are blessed that we have in our midst such a glorious personality. 

May Baba Ji yet live many long years to watch and inspire us in the 
fomiidable task of consolidating our hard-won independence and investing the 
same with that progressive socio-economic content which is the need of the hour. 


(Brahm Perkash) 
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PATRIOT 

- . - • i 

Legislative Council 

It has given me great pleasure to learn that an Abhinandan Granth is 
proposed to be presented to Baba Kharak Singh Ji —one of the greatest leaders of 
our time who fought many a battle for the freedom of Country and holy 
'jurdwaras so courageously, selflessly and successfully that even those who do 
not see eye to eye with him have an admiration for his these qualities. There 
may be leaders who might claim—and rightly too—to be more exact as statesmen 
or diplomats and have also worked for the emancipation of the Motherland in 
their own way, but in him is found a unique combination of honesty, truthfulness 
and the courage of conviction to achieve this end. 

He would welcome death rather than teli a lie. He might break but 
would never bend. A true Sikh having determination, courage, devotion with 
endurance and high character in accordance with the teachings of the Great 
Gurus. He is the living example of all the best for which the Country and the 
Nation stand. The country which can produce such like personalities, has every 
right to feel proud. By honouring a great man like Baba Kharak Singh Ji, we 
really honour ourselves. 

Great men are ordinarily seldom given their due appreciation in their 
lifetime It is the good fortune and greatness of the country as well as that of 
Baba Ji that his intrinsic qualities of head and heart are being commended, when 
he is amongst us. I pray for his long life so that he should guide us for many 
more years to come, from success to success. 


A SELFLESS 

By 

fhe Chairman, Punjab 



(Kapoor Singh) 
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Message from the 

Minister for Health & Public Works, Bombay 

I regard it a privilege to pay my tribute of praise 
to the veteran freedom fighter, Baba Kharak Singh, 
on the occasion of his 86th birthday and wish him 
many happy returns. 

It is certainly our good fortune to have among 
us a personality like Baba Kharak Singh, one of the 
surviving stalwarts, who gave such an inspiring lead in 
the heroic struggle of national freedom. His life had 
been a saga of suffering and sacrifice and it was his 
and other contemporary patriots’ heroic action, 
courage and sacrifice that provided such inspiration 
to the nation. 

I am sure that, even if in the post-independence 
India new problems and tasks overshadowed the past 
of the struggle for freedom in which Baba Kharak 
Singh and other patriots participated, the nation and 
people would always remember, with gratitude the 
part played by this great Indian patriot in the battle 
for freedom and in achieving for the nation solidarity 
in the ranks of all freedom fighters from all parts of 
the country. 


(Jivraj N. Mehta) 


★ 
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Message from 

^Sardar Paitap Singh Kairon, 
Development Minister, Punjab 

It is indeed a proud privilege to pay one’s 
humble compliments to the grand old man of India 
Baba Kharak Singh Ji. Baba Ji has not only been in 
the vanguard of India’s freedom but also a living 
embodiment of selfless service, exemplary character 
and fearless determination. It does not lie in my 
power to narrate all the sacrifices made by this 
dauntless hero in the cause of the country. Suffice it 
to say Baba Ji spent about 20 years of his precious 
life in Jail. I always had a great regard and admira¬ 
tion for Baba Ji’s personality. He served both his 
country as well as his community in a true spirit of 
selflessness. 

“I appeal to all my country-men to follow in the 
footsteps of Baba Ji.” 
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Message from 

The Minister for Finance, Labour and 
Agriculture, Bihar 

Baba Kharak Singh’s life of selfless service has always been a source of 
inspiration to us. His sacrifices in the cause of the country are exemplary. He 
has suffered for the emancipation of the downtrodden and his has indeed been a 
life of the ceaseless struggle against tyranny and injustice. His noble example will 
continue to guide social servants for all time to come. I am glad to learn that 
you are going to publish a Commemoration volume on his 86th birthday. I need 
hardly say that the most fitting tribute to him would be to follow in his footsteps 
and to strive for the fulfilment of his life’s dreams. 

(Anugrah Narayan Sinha) 

* 

Message from 

The Education Minister, Punjab 

I take it as a great privilege to pay my tribute to Baba Kharak Singh, who 
has been a valiant fighter for the freedom of the Motherland and in the vanguard 
of the nationlaist and progressive forces. Baba Ji has a creditable record of more 
than a dozen political convictions and spent more than twenty years in Jail- 
In fact, he has been a great institution, which has inspired younger generation 
for honesty, integrity and selfless service. 

Baba Kharak Singh has been a great idealist and a Karma Yogi. All of 
us can greatly benefit by following in his foot-steps and keeping in our forefront 
the high principles and sublime ideals observed by by him. 

(Jagat Kara in) 
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A GREAT PATRIOT 

By 

The Minister for Health, Delhi State 


Free India is proud of the great patriots who have suffered and sacrificed 
in the struggle for freedom and an outstanding example of men of this category is 
caba Kharak bingh. We all owe a debt of deep gratitude to Baba Ji and his 
kind. The next generation will never know what it meant to be under foreign 
rule. Already many people are forgetting the British days. They are critical 
and keep busy pointing out shortcomings here and there in and outside the 
administration. It is interesting to observe that this freedom to criticise is in 
itself a testimony of the progress we have made. Baba Ji and his generation has 
brought us to a stage where we are free to shape our destiny as we like. This is 
no small privilege and to get it men like Baba Kharak Singh have spent their 
hfe time in prisons and suffered many hardships. Baba Ji had fifteen convictions 
to his credit and spent about twenty years in jail. Nowhere in the world do we 
come across any number of instances of men and women proud and happy to 
have spent the best years of their lives in prisons. Baba Ji's life is an inspiration 
to us and we should emulate him in working hard and making self-sacrifices with 
a smiling face so as to consolidate our freedom and take the country further 
along the road to progress. Ability is very necessary to achieve this objective but 
more than ability it is essential to have honesty and integrity and, in this respect 
also ‘ Baba Ji stands like a beacon-light to illumine the path of the younger genera¬ 
tion. A stalwart fighter in the vanguard of the battle for India’s freedom, 
Baba Ji s life and work constitute a glorious leaf in India’s national history. It 
is most befitting that Indians are expressing their gratitude towards Baba Ji by 
presenting him an Abhinandan Granth on his eighty-sixth birthday. By honour¬ 
ing patriots like Baba Ji we honour ourselves and gain self-confidence and courage 
to march ahead true to the tradition set for us by our great leaders. 



(Sushila Nayar) 
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Message from 
Ihe Nawab of Malerkotla 

Although I have not had the pleasure of 
personally meeting Baba Kharak Singh Ji, the veteran 
Sikh leader, but have with much admiration read and 
heard about his sacrifices and high ideals which were 
in themselves a fine contribution towards the struggle 
launched to secure India her freedom from foreign 
rule. 

Wc all fervently pray that may Providence 
spare Baba Kharak Singh Ji to live amongsjt us for 
yet many many years to come, so that our countrymen 
may gain and benefit by his great example of selfless 

service totally devoted to the prosperity of India and 
its teeming millions. 



(Iftikhar Ali Khan) 




Mr. Murumbi's Message 

(N. B. Mr. Joseph Murumbi, Secretary General, Kcnya-African Union, went to see 
Baba Kharak Singh at his residence in Delhi in May, 1953* Before leaving 
India Mr. Murumbf gave me a written tribute for inclusion in the 
Commemoration Volume but I regret the message has been mislaid. 
So, I give below the gist of Mr. Murumbi’s message. 

—Santokh Singh Vidyarthi, 
Secretary, Baba Kharak Singh 
Abhinandan Committee) 


7tlr. TfUtrumbi said : 

It is my good fortune that I have had an opportunity to meet Baba 
Kharak Singh, the Grand Old Man of India, and I must say I am deeply 
impressed by his personality. He is called Baba Ji by his people out of 
affection and reverence. I too like to address him as Baba Ji. 

I was greatly surprised to know that Baba Ji spent twenty years in prison 
lor the freedom of his country and had to undergo immense hardships. Though 
eighty-six years in age Baba Ji has got a heart which is stronger than that of any 
youth of forty years. 

We in Africa are struggling for the freedom of our country and I must 
say the noble example of Baba Ji's eventful life is a great source of inspiration to 
us in our struggle against colonialism under which our very existence is in 
danger. 

I am leaving India shortly and I shall carry with me the good wishes and 
blessings which Baba Ji gave me to be conveyed to our people in Kenya. 

I pray to God Almighty to give many more years to Baba Ji so that 
ne may keep on inspiring all those who are engaged in the struggle for the 
liberation of their people. 


★ 
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Baba Kharak Singh with Mr. Joseph Murumbi, Secretary-General, The Kenya African 
Union, when the latter called on Babaji during his stay in Delhi in May, 1953. 
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Baba Kharak Singh with Sardar Sant Singh, formerly India's Ambassador in Ethiopia. 



BIRD S EyEVIEV OF SIKH POLITICS SINCE 
ANNEXATION OF THE PUNJAB 

By Sardar Sant. Singh Ex-M.L.A. ( Central ) 
and formerly India’s Ambassador to Ethiopia. 

SIKH journalist applied for a job in an influential newspaper in England. 
When asked his special qualifications he claimed his knowledge of Sikh 
history. Promptly came a query: “Will you please tell us how it was that 
the Sikhs fought for British against their own countrymen in 1857 that is only 10 
years after the British had deprived them of their sovereignty of the Punjab ? 

This pertinent question still needs an answer. 

A glance at the policy persued by Britishers after the suppression ot 
patriotic rising of 1857 goes to some extent to provide some material for an swering 
the question. 

The de jure rule of Moghuls still existed in Delhi though the British had 
assumed the de facto control of the administration ot the Moghul t en itories by 
1857. It was at this time when the Indian Army almost en mass lose in revolt 
against the usurpers. Nana Sahib and Rani of Jhansi led the Indians from triumph 
to triumph and almost succeeded in their aim, when to their great surprise and 
probably disillusionment the Sikh Troops rushed to Delhi and saved the British 
from expulsion if not utter annihilation in India. History does not throw any h§-' K 
why the great generals Nana Sahib and Rani of Jhansi and other leaders o*. chis 
movement did not care to take the Sikhs in confidence before attempting the coup 
d etat. It may be that they relied on the psychological factors that the Sikhs would 
welcome the restoration of their sovereignty of which they had so recently been 
deprived more by fraud than by force. They may have expected them to joint 
hands with the Indian Army in expelling the usurpers or it may be that these 
eminent leaders mis-calculated their own strength. However, the unexpected 
support of the Sikhs to the Britishers at this crisis was the undoing of the coup. 

Amritsar has been the centre of Sikh activity tor several decades. The 
happenings in Amritsar at the beginning of this crisis throw a good deal of light 
at the conduct of Sikhs. The British were completely stricken with terror and 
had lost their nerves. A meeting inspired by the Britishers was convened 
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in Amritsar to which the big Sardars and the disbanded Generals of Sikh Army 
were Bivited. fbe British have a justifiable reputation for sophistry and 
blandishment. An appeal was made to the gathering, when the bravery of the 
Sikhs in the battle-field, their gallantry and chivalrous conduct in the defence 
of °PPressed were highly praised. They were asked to come to the 
defence of British women and children. This appeal produced the desired 
effect. The Khalsa forgot the injuries they had suffered from the hands of the 
Britishers and easily succumbed to the hollow flattery. The Britishers had 
jnly asked the Khalsa to provide a safe escort to the wives and children of the 
Britishers to the sea-shore for embarkation. But the Khalsa responded in a 
manner that out-heralded the herald. The assembly almost unanimously offered 
their services not only to provide the sate escort but to fight for the British cause 
against their own countrymen in case the Britishers were prepared to re-organise 
the Khalsa Army. Of course, the British too readily agreed to this suggestion. 
But there was a sect pf Sikhs which withstood all these temptations and refused 
to co-operate with the Britishers. This was the Namdhari Sect who had been 
fighting against the British under the leadership of Baba Ram Singh. It was to 
their credit that throughout the British Rule in the Punjab, the members of this 
sect refused to accept any service under the Britishers and persisted in their 
policy of non-cooperation uith those whom they believed to be usurpers of power 
in India. All honour to the Namdharies. This decision of the Khalsa at Amritsar 
completely changed the course of history. It may not be very complementary to 
our varnty, rather it is hurtful, but the facts of history cannot be traversed by 
turning a bund eye to them because these do not suit us. We have to recognise 
tr '.t this ugly blot will always disfigure the otherwise brilliant history of the brave 
Khalsa. The whole course of the conduct of the Sikhs in 1857, leads us to an 
irresistible inference of political immaturity of our community. 

After the consolidation of the British Rule it was but expected that these 
Sardars and Generals who had served the British rule were rewarded handsomely 
By jagirs and patronage. The Muslims were under the strong suspicion and 
came under disfavour of the administration in post-1857 era. Bengal dominated 
rhe services. Hindus though equally suspects were too numerous in numbers 
to be ignored The Punjab became the recruiting ground for the British Army 
thenceforward - 

1 he JSripsh are not sentimental or emotional people. None can deny 
mem die place in diplomacy. Though the Khalsa was made the favoured 
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community but to trust them completely was not considered m the ultimate 
interest of the British Rule. Hence they took steps to keep them m their p ace. 
Even in Army the highest rank open for them was that of a Subedar A lip 
service was done to their bravery and always they were mentioned «s su 
ever they fought for their British masters in the iai flung lands from \ er to 
China. Policies were initiated by which Khalsa could be brought under the 
complete thumb of the Britishers. Their sacred places of worship from the Akal 
Takhat to the least important Gurdwaras were placed under those persons who 
could be manipulated to carry out the policy of their patrons. The Sikh institu¬ 
tions were encouraged within certain defined limits. 1 he Khalsa College was 
founded, contributions to which were collected by the Government agency. The 
Sikh ceremonials were scrupulously protected in the Army and any breach of 
them was punished by court martial. To supplement this policy a Sikh Organ! 
sation under the name of Chief Khalsa Diwan was recognised. 

The Chief Khalsa Diwan consisted of eminent Sikh Sardars, who were 
rightly endowed with the missionary zeal to bring about reforms in the practices 
which had become polluted under certain adverse influences. The Singh Sabhas 
were established throughout the Punjab where the importance ol the Sikh cere 
monies and rituals was emphasised. The Chief Khaisa Diwan became the centre 
of activities amongst the Sikhs. For half a century the Diwan carried on their 
healthy activities to the admitted advancement of the commun in many irec 
tions. ‘ The maxim 'power corrupts’ claimed the Diwan, as one of its victims in 
course of time and it virtually became a body of isolationists. The Khalsa College 
at Amritsar annually turned out an army of intelligent graduates who were in no 
sense less patriotic or less zealous in the cause of the community than those v.ho 
held the reins of power over the Diwan. But such new blood found no easy 
admittance i n this citadel of power. Their eligibility to the inner circle entirely 
depended upon their reliability in the eyes of those that controlled the orgarusa- 
d°n and complete loyalty to them. The Chief Khalsa Diwan wielded a great 
P^'ver because it monopolized the lull patronage of the British lulers. 

The World War I was the undoing of this body as it was the undoing o> 
many an institution in India. At the start of the war the expressions of loyalty to 
the British cause against the German militarism were as numerous as were the 
vocal sections of the country. From Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa to Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya in India came an outburst of such statemc ' S. T he 
bntishers on their part promised self-determination for the dependant countries. 
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Another incident during the World War I completely revolutionised 
temper of the Sikh community. 



ror some years past a large number of the Sikhs had immigrated to the 
western coast of Canada and U.S.A. Canada did not favour this immigration, 
and took steps to stop further flow of the Sikhs in their country. No direct 
prohibition was resorted to but Canada took to all sorts of subterfuges. The 
emry was restricted to those who could reach Canada, direct from their country 
01 origin. Canada knew that India had no such ships to carry their immigrants 
directly to Canada. But they did not count their hosts. The Sikhs are adven- 
turous people. The would-be immigrants chartered a Japanese ship called 
KAMA GATA MARU’ to take them directly from Calcutta to Canada.. When 
the boat reached its destination, the Canadian Authorities refused them to land 
and the boat was turned back. The return voyage made the immigrants boil 
with rage. The simple folks of the Punjab could not picture how one part of the 
British Empire dare insult the citizens of the other part of the Empire particularly 
the members of the Sikh community whose services to the British Empire had 
been eulogised sky-high by the Britishers. From the time they saved the ' British 
rule in India in 1857, their services at the far flung battle fields throughout the 
world to this time when they were pouring their blood in the battle fields of 
Europe for the British in their life and death struggle against Germans, the 
sacrifices were too numerous to be thus slighted. This line of reasoning turned 
their rage into bitterness as the ‘KAMA GATA MARU' neared the shores of 
India. On reaching Calcutta they were confronted with armed squad# of 
police and soldiers threatening fire to the unarmed immigrants if they persisted 
to disobey the orders of the authorities to land there. The immigrants had 
become desperate by this time and they persisted in landing with the result 
that indiscriminate firing took place resulting in numerous casualties in dead 
and wounded. Some were arrested, some escaped and went underground in the 
city of Calcutta. Some of these found their way to their homes in the Punjab. 
Baba Gurdit Singh, their leader, went underground and remained there for over 
five yeais. Those who reached Punjab were hunted like wild beasts, summarily 
tried in camera and hanged. The Chief Khalsa Diwan declared them as non- 
S'khs and condemned them unheard. This unmerited treatment from the rulers 
and from their own brethern sent a wave of indignation throughout the Sikh 
community but the war time regulations were too drastic to allow any vent to 
their feelings. Some of the immigrants who had escaped the gallows became 
terrorists under the name of BABAR AKAUS. 
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The war ended in victory to the arms of the British. In their victorious 
mood the victors completely ignored the psychological changes which had been 
brought about during the past five years. The appointment of the Rowlatt 
Committee, its report and subsequent introduction of legislation called, the Rowlatt 
Bill, sprang a bitter surprise even to the ultra-loylist. The protests against the 
measure throughout the length and breadth of India became the order of the day. 
It was at this time that Mahatma Gandhi took up the cause and preached non¬ 
violence non-co-operation with the Authorities. But unfortunately violence broke 
out in the Punjab as well as in other parts of India. Amritsar became one ot the 
centres of violence which was suppressed ruthlessly and measures were taken to 
humiliate insult and strike terror amongst the people. General Dyer, the assassin 
of innocent unarmed population of Amritsar in Jallianwala Bagh, resorted to 
measures that shocked the conscience of all right thinking men. The girls of 
Kairon School were molested, insulted and dishonoured. In Sheikhupura the 
men folk of several villages were turned out of their homes, their ladies paraded 
in village streets in presence of their menials and were spat on the face. The 
administration was handed over to the military who inflicted numerous indignities 
on the innocent and the guilty alike. Persons who commanded respect of the 
people were arrested, falsely charged, fabricated evidence produced and convic¬ 
tions secured in a farce of a trial. 


All this could not be allowed to pass unnoticed. Confining mysell to the 
effect such a state of affairs produced upon the Sikh community it can be safely 
said that the community was roused to indignation. Here was the time when 
Chief Khalsa Diwan could have given the right lead and may have helped in 
saving the situation. But they failed. The infamous assassin. General Dyer, 
Was - instead, honoured at the Akal Takhat, the sacred and solemn institution of 
*he Sikhs, by its Chief Priest and a khilat was bestowed upon him. 1 his was an 
act too shocking even for the mildest amongst the Sikhs. This was the turning 
point and the beginning of revolt in the community directed mostly against the 
British rule but ostensibly against those who were in the control of their religious 

institutions. 

Bun jab atrocities produced a sharp reaction throughout India particularly 
m the neighouring province of U. P., a home of stalwart politicians of the time. 

1 he Chief Khalsa Diwan soon found itself in an unenviable embar¬ 
rassing position. The temper of the community was at its white heat, 
the Sikh youth was in revolt, the pressure of public opinion asserted itself 
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^HiZrr* f bUt ? e Diwanin unscrutible wisdom acted on their well 

r fC : n t Ct that diSWetion was bet ™ of valour. It is still 
c * e - W A y * 6 ! Wan was insensate to the probable reactions of the 
fr m mntSar> m the c °nntry and abroad. The decision to hold the 
"V ngr T SeS f 1 ° i o a , t Amritsar ' the Headquarters of the Diwan, should have 
e them reabse that Slkh community could not long remain unaffected. 


, ., * tlsno wonder that the youth of the community stirred itself and- 
ec.ae - o lay the foundations of a political institution called the Sikh League. 


arrMf , 1 ha<J l0ng ’° een ^ e y e sore to the local authorities at Wlpur and was 
, * prosecuted and convicted in the martial law regime along with other 

«vor. ers. It was but human that I should take a leading part in the organisation — 
of such a political institution for the Sikhs. 


A UNIQUE DISCOVERY 

• u u °T? g the brst session of the Sikh League held at Amritsar along side 
with that o_ the Indian National Congress, I acted as a Secretary of the Session. 
a en so acting I received a note asking me to permit a gentleman from Sialkot 
xess t e garnering. Soon an unknown figure with long and well turned 
moustaches and a tidy beard, dressed in a smart achkan and pyjama covered 
oy a llowing angrakha of superfine muslin, to all appearances one of the sardars 
and jagirdars of the province stepped forward to the dais. We all took him as 
somebody deputed by the authorities to advise moderation to the youth ^ 
: >reacb faith n the good intentions of the British Rulers. The congregation 
looked at the speaker with raised brows ami abated breath. The speaker took 
up a dignified stand and his very first words put our apprehensions at rest. He 
made a forceful speech condemning in unequivocal language the behaviour of the 
British authorities and the atrocities that had been perpetrated in the land of the 
Gurus^ His words electrified the whole hall and the temper of the audience 
couid be judged by the many shouts of Sat-sri-akal that echoed from all 
orners cl the hall. A he speaker sat down but the applause continued for several 
minutes. Many persons rose on their seats and demanded that the speaker be 
called back lor darshan and introduced to the audience. I was myself under a 
^reat emotion with a lump in my throat and could only say that the gentleman 
v. a.. Sardar Kharak Singh of Sialkot. Sardar Kharak Singh stepped forward and 

Responded ' Vltl '* S Jeat humility but still greater grace the honour shown to him 
by the conununity. 
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A dynamic personality had come to the front. He had. won the hearts 
of the youth by his single speech. His sincerity, earnestness and humility had 
created a lasting impression upon the new generation. To some of us it was not 
a surprise when the community extended the recognition to his services to the 
Panth by conferring upon him the title of uncrowned king of the Sikhs. 

The first session of the Sikh League was a complete success and a source 
of great encouragement to the organisers. More encouraging results followed. 
Many selfless and sincere workers stepped out of their seclusion and took up 
the cause of freedom. Thus Amritsar laid the foundation of re-awakening the 
Sikhs to their political needs. 


The martial law regime in the province had revealed the ugly picture of 
the Gurdwaras being under the thumb of the British administration. The 
shocking act of sacrilege had been perpetrated at the most revered seat, Sri Aka! 
Takhat Sahib, of Sikh religion by the nominees of the British when he honoured 
General Dyer in the name of the Panth by bestowing a kfiilat on him. The 
shrewd Britishers exploited this act fully when the Dyer question was being 
debated in the House of Lords. The Sikhs rightly took up the attitude that 
their first and foremost responsibility to the Panth was to save the Gurdwaras and 
prevent the repetition of such outrageous acts. The Gurdwara reform movement 
soon took shape. Every Sikh, whether official or non-official, in Government 
service or outside, living in town or rural area, was soon affected by the 
movement. The remarkable part was the emergence of intelligensia who 
controlled the situation under the presidentship of Baba Kharak Singh This 
small but brave band of educated youth took up the challenge of the provincial 
^ministration. The daily bulletins and communiques issued from Darbar Sahib 
mostly in answer to those which were published by the administration soon 
orced the administration to come out in open. The forceful yet restrained 
-anguage used in such communiques had succeeded in putting the administration 
n the wrong. The battle of bulletins soon gave place to beatings. The morcha 
at Guru Ka Bagh was a logical sequence. The administration resorted to 
unprecedented use of bludgeon to provoke the Khalsa to violence, which was much 
easier for the authorities to put down than the non-violent satyagrah. But soon 
the administration was dis-iliusioned. The Khalsa brave in battle was equally 
brave in satyagraha. Before proceeding to the field of slaughter, the iathas took a 
vow to remain non-violent no matter what the provocation. The monstrous physical 
sufferings inflicted failed to break then determination. The administration s: :m 
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x>und the futility of resorting to force as the sympathies of the whole people of 
India and even of some of the Britishers were won by the Satyagrahis. They 
decided to surrender the Gurdwaras to the management of a body that had been 
organised under the name of S.G.P.C. The Britishers invited Baba Kharak Singh 
to come and take away the keys of the treasury belonging to the Darbar Sahib. 

a a . a * mg ecjnecl a ^d told them to send their representatives and hand 
over t e eys to him at the headquarters of the S.G.P.C. This was another 
challenge to the British prestige. Authorities had to eat the humble pie. 

their cnrW SherS knOWn t0 s P ortsmen ; But in dealin § with this agitation 
_ ^ slon was so great that they lost this well-known quality. When the 

mind is not clear, defined policies cannot be formulated. Once more the spirit of 

conciliation gave place to repression. Needless to enter into the various measures 

resorted to suppress this agitation. But one instance is so important to throw a 

igh on the character of Baba Kharak Singh that it cannot be passed without 
mention. 


" aba Kharak Sm § h with many Congressmen, Sikhs and Non-Sikhs, 
were confined m jail at Dera Ghazi Khan. Every person had to wear a cap of a 
particular design in jail as their head-dress. Sikhs are religiously forbidden to 
wear any hat or cap. But the jail regulations provided only caps as a head-dress 
to the prisoners. The demand of Baba Kharak Singh, to be provided with turban, 
nead-dress of the Sikhs, was summarily rejected. The authorities did not realise 
with whom they had to deal. Baba Kharak Singh offered Satyagraha for the 
re ress oi t eii grievances. He threw off all apparel except the Kachchera, the 
underwear which every Sikh wears. The extremes of heat and cold of Dera 
Ghazi Khan were faced with determination and failed to shake the firm resolve of 
this naked brave son of the community who had been used to velvet comforts at 
home and who had been brought up in all the luxuries which a rich family can 
afford. The administration soon offered him the turban, but he declined till the 
same concession was allowed to other Sikh prisoners and also Gandhi Cap was 
permitted to be used by his Congress friends. The administration soon found 
itself once more compelled to surrender to Baba Kharak Singh. This incident 
offers a key to the character of this great man. 

The offensive launched by the S.G.P.C. against the Punjab Government 
for the Gurdwara. Reform Movement continued to gain in momentum as the 
success attended each morcha. It was also a unique success for the non-violent 
satyagraha offered by the valiant Sikh volunteers, Akalis. The term Akali captured 
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the imagination of the communities throughout India and extorted admiration of 
both friends and foes. Akali came to be regarded a personification of true valour, 
sacrifice and sincerity. 

The Punjab administration, with all their inexhaustible resources, launched 
an intensive propaganda to paint the movement in blackest colours, designating 
its votaries as unscrupulous dacoits and robbers who were out to take forcible 
posssession of religious temples and to deprive their rightful owners of their 
property. The Akalis, according to the British Rulers, were disturbers of peace 
and violators of law and order. The justification for ruthless repression against 
them was based upon the oft-repeated political formula that no Government 
could tolerate such unlawful activities. 

Such pernicious propaganda based upon half-truths, deliberately twisted 
to suit the British repressive policy, was bound to affect some people adversely 
against the movement and its valiant Akalis particularly the politicians from the 
South of India, as I found it when I was elected to the Central Legislative 
Assembly in 1931 and I had to explain the genesis of the movement to the mem¬ 
bers and successfully make converts of them. 

The Punjab administration was cornered by, though ieeb'e but firm, 
counter-propaganda launched by the intelligentsia of the Sikhs. The propaganda 
machinery of the Province was put out of gear and it found itself on the defensive, 
l he logical consequences of the conflict between the administration and 
the Akalis was the confusion that soon manifested itself in the policies of the 
administration in dealing with the movement. A never ending cycle of repression, 
reconciliation and repression followed. The leaders were arrested, they were put 
°n their trial during the day and approached by secret agents ot the Government 
to negotiate peace in the evening. The process continued till the administration 
unconditionally laid down their arms and agreed to accept the principle for ihe 
leeognition of which this struggle had been launched, that Gurdwaras were the 
Property of the community' and that the administration should have no han i in 
controlling them and that they should be handed over to the elected representatives 
°f the people for management. A piece of legislation known as Gurdwara Bill was 
ntroduetd in the Punjab Assembly to end this bitterness between the Government 
and the Sikhs. 

1 he prestige of the community rose to a climax. The movement alter 
innumerable sacrifices in men. money and material had achieved its goal thanks 
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to leadership of Baba Kharak Singh and other brave fighters for the cause 

and the moral support of the Indian National Congress which had been 
continuously extended to the Sikhs. 


, ... t * US tlme ^ t * ie success and the triumph had been accepted with 

Humility, it would have proved of immense value both to the community and 

the country. It was a time when those who were at the helm of affairs should 
nave recognised the need for greater vigilance and greater unity in the community 

to maintain and to derive full benefits from this unparalleled achievement. But 

unfortunately the success went into the head of most of those who had 
contributed considerably to the achievement. The personal jealousies and the 
greed tor power soon broke out and the fissiparous tendencies exhibited 
themselves. The services rendered by those who were not much in public gaze 
but who supplied the real brain power behind the curtain were discarded, while 
the services of the pilgrims to the prisons were unduly magnified. None can 
discount such services but those combined with the sincerity of purpose, ability 
to lead and selfless devotion revealed during the struggle were not as highly 
honoured and respected as they should have been. Baba Kharak Singh was 
disgusted with the activities of the self-seekers and tendered his resignation. 
His place was taken by those who hardly could lay claim to the vision or 
the imagination for the leadership of the community. For years together the 
community witnessed the chaos and the confusion that followed. At one stage 
inspiration was taken from Mem Keimph of Hitler without possessing the intellect 
of Hitler. Aieafwastorn out of the book of politics of Mr. Mohammed Ali 
jinnah without possessing his organising ability. We found Azad Punjab scheme 
launched, contradicted and launched again. We saw flirtation with Muslim 
League, with British Bureaucracy and Hindu Mahasabha and other such reactionary 
bodies in turn, to be given up as hastily as it was adopted. The community was 
led. should rather say misled, into false notions of power politics. High ideals 
in political life were thrown to the winds and bargaining counter replaced the 
truth and honesty in politics. The advocates of this new policy had their success 
in elections but still the consequences were disastrous. Throughout this struggle 
foT freedom for the country which to saner intelligentsia meant the freedom for the 
anth as well, the reverse notions were preached with the result that “na khuda hi 
mi la na wasale sanam, na idhar ke rahe na udhar ke rahe.” 


of the 


The community today is completely divorced from patriotism and love 
country. Every dawn sees a new policy, a new alliance. We omit to take 
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into our calculations the harmful consequences that were bound to follow and 
did follow from our undependable conduct after the achievement of freedom 
for India. We have once more shown a lamentable immaturity in political thought 
during the period of stress and struggle. We have lost caste with all respectable 
* elements in the land. We have eyes, but we see not, we have ears but we 
hear not. Wc have brains but we think not. We have transferred our 
worship from the true teachings of our Gurus to false idols. But all is not 
yet lost, cannot be lost so long as we keep burning the torch of light and preserve 
brilliance of lamp bestowed on us by our Gurus, Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The 
youth shall rise once more from the ashes of our greatness in the past and once 
more replenish the true glory of the Panth. Panth in its true sense where 
collective wisdom freely expressed and sincerely arrived at shall be accepted as 
binding by all true Sikhs. 

May Akal Purakh guide us. 
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THE INDOMITABLE KNIGHT * * 

By St. Nihal Singh 



4 


a balmy afternoon in the spring of 1922 I motored to the Central Jail 
VJ/ at Lahore. I had contrived to obtain permission to see my old friend Lajpat 
Rai, who then was languishing there “in durance vile.” In the course of 
conversation regarding the non-cooperation movement that the imperialists were 
trying to break he mentioned a name. It was that of a leader whom he had 
appointed, on the eve of his arrest, to act for him. During his “absence,” 
Kharak Singh, even then Baba-ed (grandfathered), was to control and to guide 
the destinies of the Punjab Provincial Congress. 


"He is a Sialkot man ’, said I, who, since the Dyer-O’ Dwyer fright- 
lulness (*) has been rendering yeoman service to the nation. “Judging from 
what I have been reading in the papers, he helped the Pandit Malaviya and the 
Swami Shradananda to make the Congress a success in machine-gunned, 
.crawling-alleyed Amritsar, which I have just visited.” 

The Baba’s name was, at that moment, on all lips. Soon I learnt that 
he had been born and brought up in an opulent home. He took avidly to 
Western learning. Not content with school education, as nearly all his fellows 
were, he went to College at Lahore. Hardly had he stepped into the twenties 
when he graduated from the University, itself only a child. This was in 1889, 
when few Punjabis had earned the title to append B. A. to their names. These, 
therefore, at that time were magic letters.-- 

Si 

Even so his ambition was not satisfied. He would study law, become 
an LL. B. and practise at the Bar. The profession impressed him as indepen- 
^nt, at least compared with being at the beck and call of officialdom. His 
lather before him had shunned service. He had chosen to be a contractor 
engaging mostly in building works of one kind or another. 


tl he right ol further reproduction in the original or in translation is exclusively 
reserved by. St. Nihal Singh. 

*For further details see the Author’s Ruling India with BuiUts and Bombs 
(London, 1919). 
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This ambition could not be satisfied in the province of his birth. The 
Law College had not yet been opened in Lahore. One was going full blast, 
however, at Allahabad, near the Sangam : —the confluence of the celestial stream 
Ganga mat, Lord Surya’s radiant daughter the bluey Yamuna, and the holy 
but sportive Sarasvati, visible there only to the eye of faith. 

'//hen he was getting along splendidly with his law studies his father 
died. Pulling up stakes in Allahabad, he went back to Sialkot. After the 
obsequies were over there were family affairs to be settled and the property had 
to be managed. lie had perforce to stay on. 

Almost immediately he became a thorn in the flesh to the officials of 
the district. At that time almost without exception Britons were suffering from 
inferiority complex which impelled them to keep the "native” in his place. He 
could not be bribed, cajoled or coerced, as so many of the Sardars could be. In 
consonance with the culture he had inherited he bent his head only to the 
"Guru Kartar” (the Prime Teacher). 


II 

KHARAK SINGH’S sensitive soul was filled with horror when he was only 
a school boy. Echoes came from Puad (*) (then strangely a long way off) 
of Sikhs who were tied to cannon and blown into eternity. With memories of 
what they called the "Mutiny” fresh in theirf mind the British had "strangled” 
the "Kuka rebellion” at its birth. Following those terrible deeds they, without 
charge or trial, had bundled Baba Ram Singh, their leader, into a special 
train and confined him in the Fort at Mandalay. 

In the early years of this century the “martial classes”, as the Military 
called them, which, at a few rupees a month, per head supplied in plentitude 
cannon fodder for the alien rulers’ expansionist activities, had a jolt. With rows 
of medals dangling from their breasts, ex-soldiers who had escaped shot and shell 
made their way to the land of opportunity bordered by the Pacific Ocean. 

, *) The region round about Ludhiana, where the British had stationed that shrewd 
Machiavellian militarist—David Ochteriony—who intrigued with and dragooned the Sikh 
■ J */■ olA J u ‘‘ SatAuj, jealous of the Maharaja Kanjit Singh’s rapidlv extending power, 

into limbering his designs to prevent the Sikh Empire from spreading to the south of the river. 

utside the military lines in Maier Kotla, this open, salt space is even now known 
as ‘ Kuka Kalar '—a name that resurrects that horror. 
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enied entrance, they exclaimed in astonishment tinctured with bitterness: 
"Is this (Canada) not a part of the Empire for which we have fought and bled ?” 
In vain, however, did they cry for the unlatching of even the wicket gate of 
the Dominion. 


Baba Gurdit Singh sought to get over the main objection made by the 
Canadian authorities. He chartered the Komagata Marti (which, by a strange 
co-incidence, had carried me to the United States of America several years 
earliei). That to no purpose. He and his fellows were thrust back on India. 
At Dum Dum they found a warm reception awaiting them. In obedience to 
orders from the authorities marksmen pumped lead into them. Those who 
escaped and managed to get back to the Punjab were ferreted out by Michael 
O’Dwyer’s myrmidons and cast into prison. 

Already that Irish Satrap’s press gang was busy pushing able-bodied 
Sikhs into the forces needed to stave off mortal danger from Mother Britannia. 
Then came the enquiry presided over by Mr. Justice Rowlatt of the High Court 
in London. The bill based upon its findings was placed upon the statute book 
in the teeth of Indian opposition in the Legislature and out of it. An innocent 
crowd,* including babies in arms, was machine-gunned at Jallianwala Bagh. 
i A bomb was dropped from a plane on a school playground in Gujranwala. 
A British business-man-turned-soldier for the duration of the war had a "brain 
wave and harried and humbled under-grads in Lahore. Seated in the Tribune’s 
editorial chair there, a journalist from Bengal, who had understudied "Surrender* 
Not (Surrendra Nath) Benerjee, committed the "blazing indiscretion’ ot taking 
on this bully but only to suffer indignity and incarceration.* 

Kharak Singh, who, a generation earlier, had studied there, rushed up 
to the Punjab’s capital. He also visited Gujranwala and Amritsar. Hearing 
teports was not good enough for him. He must see things with his own eyes and 
hear with his own ears, accounts from sufferers and eye-witnesses. 


Ill 

NOT much more than an air-mile from Jallianwala Bagh, Kharak Singh was, in 
1920-21, to hurl a thunderbolt at the imperialists hardly had the non-cooperation 
movement been launched by Gandhiji. This is how he happened to do it 


: -r-f-‘— - 

•Ruling India with Bulie.tR and Bomb? 
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During the decades following the extinction of the Sikh Empire the 
triumphant Britons perfected a system of maintaining rigid and detailed control 
over the Sikh fanes. Such was the case particularly at the central shrine at 
Amritsar Shri Harmandar Sahib, commonly known as the Golden Temple, 
because of the gold plate with which the roof was covered at the behest of 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 


In my boyhood, a part of which was spent in the immediate neighbour- 
' .oocl of these sacred precincts, I got to know the "manager”, as the British factotem 
vas known. We called him the Sarbarah Sahib. To him had been entrusted 
die keys of the Golden Temple treasury (toshakhana). He was, in other words, 
the custodian of property popularly believed to be beyond the dreams of 
■ -roesus. This in addition to being the boss of a vast establishment embracing 
many categories of workers. No wonder that he was regarded as a grandee. 
So he regarded himself, though he toadied to the British. A man of limited 
education, he had kept his eye riveted on the "main chance” (as Americans say). 
By seizing each opportunity before it emerged from a round the corner round he 
had climbed to that position of power. All sorts of tales were current about him. 
•ome douoted his competence; some questioned his ability to deal fairly between 
person and person. His partisans—and they were legion—attributed all criticism 
to envy, to foiled ambition. Intrigue to pull him down went on by day and more 
so by night. Devices as devilish in intent as they were subtle and ingenius 
were employed, year in and year out: but none served to shake, much less to 
dislodge him. 

The explanation offered was that this man practised One art to perfection. 
This was to keep his "bear leader” pleased. That personage was the chief 
administrative officer of the district with Amritsar as his headquarters. Known 
as the Deputy Commissioner, he might have been taken by Gilbert and Sullivan 
as the prototype of "Pooh Bah”. He was revenue gatherer, head of the police, 
chief magistrate, president of the municipality, and what not. He was not only 
an imperialist but also was invariably a Briton. He virtually had the appointing 
of the Sarbarah Sahib in his portfolio. He directed him, if. need be, down to the 
smallest detail. He had die power of dismissal but had no need to exercise it. 

Hie Manager could survive only if he was a sycophant-and, what was more, a 
pi .ant one. He had to lend himself to any and every purpose that: the "Pooh Bah” 
had in view. The Sikhs had to be kept quiet—submissive—willing to furnish all 
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the cannon-fodder the British expansionist policy on the Northwest Frontier and 
elsewhere demanded. That was the desidertutn. 


IV 

FOR three-quarters of a century the Sikhs silently submitted to this 
system that would have galled any people with a quickened spiritual perception 
or even a sense of self-dignity. By degrees overbearing, power-mad officials 
jostled even the sycophants out of the stupour into which they, in consequence 
of the loss of their Empire in 1845, had sunk. In an incredibly short time the 
movement to make an end of this slavery gathered force. 

“The Keys—the keys” became the Sikh slogan. Men with soft 
down barely perceptible on cheek, lip and chin, and those with silvered locks, 
descended upon Amritsar with their hearts filled with the resolve to capture 
them, come what may. Surcharged with emotion though they were, they had 
the sense to act in concert. Setting up a committee, they elected one among 
themselves to be the President. By general acclaim that honour was conferred 
upon Kharak Singh. He justified their choice. In a brief few weeks weeks 
filled for him and his companions with suffering—the keys w r ere surrendered 
The shrine dropped out of the palsied British'hands. 

India wondered. So did Britain—at least the India-conscious portion ol 
Britain. How could this miracle be worked ? Were not the Sikhs imperialist s 
camp-followers? Had they not taken, lying down, the punishment meted out to 
the Kukas? Had they not gone on submitting to the Army’s press gang white they 
were being hectored and hounded in British Colonies ? 

The answer was this: 


With the need came the man. With the man came the methods that 
could prevail against the imperialist might and main. 

Humility—in place of bravado. Humility as evolved by Indian culture. 
'W ith folded hands upraised against the breast and head bowed down over the 
otherwise upright figure, acceptance of the mandate from commonality. 

Side by side with this, defiance to the aggressor. Defiance, quiet and 
dignified, but utterly unyielding. 

Suffering for the cause, yes—but no courting of it. No whining. 

The morale under Kharak Singh’s leadership, held. ‘The keys, incon¬ 
sequence, could not continue to remain in the British lion’s paw. 


S5 


NOW began for Kharak Singh the era of a new type of pilgrimage. It 
was an escorted pilgrimage. The “shrine” to which he was conducted was 
not always in the same town: but in general aspect one jail differed little from 
another. Upon the forbidding high, strong walls, rows of jagged pieces of 
broken glass stood menacingly bolt upright. The entrance was large enough 
for a railway wagon to pass through. Those high, broad doors were pushed aside 
however, only when some grandee came on a visit. For Kharak Singh a heavily 
grated wicket was opened: for with bowed head the convict must enter this bleak 
shrine under strict Government management, there to be lodged, for the most 
part, in a solitary cell and fed on course jail fare. 

The wise prisoner comports himself so that, in terms of the prescribed 
code, a portion of his sentence may be remitted. Not Kharak Singh, however. 
He, with his sensitive spirit, acted so that his term of imprisonment was 
without exception, enhanced. Some excess upon the part of the bureaucracy— 
excess of which some comrade-convict was the victim and not the Sikh Sir Galahad 
—would stir up revolt in his heart. To cite one instance: 

As Anno Domini 1922 was nearing the end of its allotted span of life, 
he powers that were took it into their heads to order the incarcerated politicals 
to divest their persons of every article of attire that in any way was emblematic 
of the movement the imperialists were trying to crush. This ukase was directed 
as muci against the tiny cap of homespun' cotton of Gandhiji’s design as the 
surmayee* (antimony-coloured) turban which the Akalis (worshippers of the 
Timeless One) swathed round their heads. 

Kharak Singh was not the man to submit to such arbitrariness. He 
refused point-blank to comply with this order. Coaxing was tried by the jail 
underlings, who represented to him that they were helpless in the matter and 
if they let him do as he pleased, as they would much like to do, they surely 
would be punished. When the lackey's logic entreaties failed to move him, 
menacing language was used. The threats too, had no effect upon him. 

Finally the'warders were bidden to remove the offending head-gear. 
This he was physically powerless to prevent. So his sense of dignity made him 
desist from engaging in any vain struggle. There must be no melodramatics. 
That ever has been his creed. 

*ln common parlance, kali pagri (black turban). 
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He, however, resorted to counteraction that none of them had dreamt 
possible. Off came his waistcoat. Off came his shirt. Off came his trousers. 
Only the knickers (kachahra), one of the five symbols of Sikh baptism, remained. 
This was the minimum demanded by decency as conceived by the 20th century 
social order. 

Another session of coaxing began. It availed not, however. 

The intelligence of what was happening in that living tomb filtered out. 
Everywhere the Sikhs regarded it as an insult to the faith and faithful, 
were meetings of protest all over the province. Telegrams demanding that the 
wrong be righted were sent to the authorit ies. 

The imperialists could not stand the pressure- Major Gales, the 
Superintendent of the jail, took to the Baba the turban that had been pulled oft 
his head. He also carried the telegram he had received from the Inspector- 
General of Jails rescinding, under instructions from the highups, the previous 
orders. 

The Baba listened to the words as they were read out to him. At the 
same time he kept looking stonily at the antimony-hued piece of cloth that not 
so very long before had covered his hair, untonsured from birth, wound mi- 
a knot upon the crown. 


“Aren’t you going to tie your turban?” asked males. 
“No,” replied the Baba. 

“Why ? inquired the Superintendent. 


“Only when my brethren are given their Gandhi caps, answered thv 
redoubtable leader. He was not thinking of the indignity to which he had 
been subjected. His concern was for the others, likewise interlocked in political 
conflict with the imperialists. 

In his heart of heart, Gales knew words were, by themselves, power¬ 
less to move the prisoner. He nevertheless tried to prevail upon the Baba to 
give up that strike of such an unheard of nature. So did others. All, however, 
failed. 

When, for some four years and a halt Kharak Singh had been going 
about bare-headed and bare-bodied save for the kachahra, even in the bitter 
chill of Dera Ghazi Khan winter, another attempt was made. The Devon ion,* 
who was in charge of the portfolio of law and order and who had bidden the 


(*) A native of Devon, one of England's southwestern counties, where people regard 
themselves as the ethnic ctcrn^ dc h 1 creatnc, in other words, as t uni s elect 
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Inspector General of Prisons to restore the turban to Kharak Singh, himself visited 
the jail. A man or erudition, he went up to the Baba and in ingratiating 
tones asked : What is the Gandhi cap to you, a Sikh Sardar?” 

Kharak Singh replied that he would not accept the profferred turban, so 
ong as the Congressite prisoners were not permitted to wear their Gandhi caps. 

Congress! exclaimed the Hon'ble Sir John Maynard, “the Indian 

National Congress is dead and nobody worries about it any longer. It is dead 
as mutton/' 

Then, adopting a coaxing manner, he said: “why continue to rot in 
jan \ our turban has been restored to you. Tie it around your head and 
give up this queer strike.” 


good cause can never perish,” answered Kharak Singh. It may for 
a time be checked. Only for a time though. 

‘‘Even if, as you say, the Congress is dead, I am not. 

“I cannot break the word I have once given. Not while I am alive. 

“It is wicked of the Government to try to create a rift between the 
Sikhs and the Hindus. That is why it has removed the ban on the “black 
turban and has retained it on the Gandhi cap. Only when the ban is removed 
from both will I put on clothes. That was what I said in the first instance. 
1 I repeat now. Always and ever will I say this.” 



And he struck to his resolve until complete political victory was won. 
This self-imposed suffering for freedom's sake that persisted through 54 months 
stands, in my view, in a class by itself in our protracted struggle against British 
imperialism. 


Likewise he, despite his age, refused to be treated as a “political” 
prisoner entitled to special consideration on the part of the jail staff. This 
because his fellows were housed, habited and fed as if they were common felons. 
He preferred to share their coarse fare and hardships. Age must share—not 
shirk—youth's suffering. 

Some 20 years di.I he spend within the hatred gates of this prison or 
that. What more could a patriot do in imperialist-ridden India to free her from 
that incubus? Few men of any race or colour, in any country or clime, have 
done more or undergone greater privation than he in the cause held close to 
their hearts. 
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VI 

YET the iron never entered Kharak Singh’s soul. Nor did he cease to be a 
knight-errant. Of this I became conscious the moment words from him set my 
ear-drums to vibrating. 

As the angel who contrives coincidences happily willed, this happened 
at a spot ringing with echoes of a glorious resistance against another imperialist 
tyranny. The very place-name resurrects the 250-year old struggle. 

Damdama Sahib, it is called, Damdama, in the Punjabi, is where one 
(out of breath) drew breath or rested. The Sahib tacked on to the word 
implies that he Being who tarried there was exalted. 

In the early years of the XVIIIth century the Tenth Preceptor of the 
Sikhs—Sri Guru Gobind Singh—came here. Upon him had descended, a little 
earlier, the conjoint forces of the Grand Moghul and the Rajas in autocratic 
possession of Himalian vales and uplands. They found the creator of the 
Khalsa ensconsed in Anandpur Sahib—the exalted blissful settlement—built 
in a sequestered spot near which the Satluj, in quest of adventure, leaps from 
its mountainy mother’s arms. With his natural born military engineering 
genius he had fortified the place with such materials as he could secure. Loose 
tongues, wagging in hours when darkness unleashes fears, stimulated faint¬ 
heartedness among the men who until then had heroically undergone terrible 
privations. Democratically minded he, much against his own judgment, complied 
with the tired men’s behest and issued out of his stronghold that the enemy, 
despite his tremendous strength, had not been able to reduce. His way lay 
across Sirsa, a stream treacherously swollen at the moment, from freshets. The 
loe, untrue to his plighted word, fell upon him but he managed to escape. 
Gnly for a while, however. The pursuers caught up with him at the edge of 
the plain. Turning a mud fortlet at Chamkour that its timorous owner had 
grudgingly yielded to him under the greatest pressure into his headquarters, 
he deployed the faithful few in his train. When hardly any were left whole, 
he, at their entreaty, slipped into the thorn-infested wilderness through which 
la V his way toward Bhatinda, so that he might reorganise resistance. Weary 
an d footsore, he braved the vicissitudes that befell him until he arrived at 
i ahvandi Saibo, that ever since has been revered by his followers—and many 
°thers—-as Damdama Sahib. 

On a Wisakhi morning—the birthday of the Khalsa—that was to become 
unforgettable, I was going to the fane in which the Tenth Guru's weapons are 
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lovingly enshrined when I noticed a surmayee turban above the heads of a vast 
multitude that had formed itself in a tight ring. Even from that distance I could 
see that it was swaying to and fro 

• / 

Quite evidently some speaker was in action. Himself profoundly moved 
he was rousing the flagging spirits round about him. 

J *-° the edge of the ring. Some one must have recognised me, for 
n h'tie lane was opened up in the living rampart. I advanced towards the first 
row. 


An old man of somewhat small build, mounted upon an improvised plat¬ 
form, was holding forth. Words poured from his mouth. Charged with 
emotion, they ran in a stream like lava spuming from the bowels of Mother Earth 
through a crater that, without giving notice, had become active. 

It was Kharak Singh crying burning shame on those who called themselves 
men and yet lagged behind when our leaders were engaged in the last bout with 
the imperialists who were holding us in leading strings. What could be more 
treacherous, he was asking, than to split our forces at this critical hour ? No ! No ! 
A thousand times no ! This was the moment when all else must be forgotten 

m the interests of the commonweal—personal gain and grudge, communal bicker¬ 
ing.... 

Well, I commented to myself as I, after a few' minutes of listening, 
went on the mission that had brought me to Damdama Sahib, “if anything can 
burn away the tendency towards division, so accentuated just then, this sermon 
should do so.” 


VII 

SEVERAL years dragged themselves wearily away. Britain divested herself of 
brightest jewel in her diadem. The need for performing pilgrimage to prison 
disappeared. 

I happened to be staying at Maiden’s Hotel in Delhi. A caller to whom 
l had previously spoken of my desire to hold converse with this fighter for 
freedom just dawning, said to me : “Baba Kharak Singh is staying not far from 

9 ° 




MIN isr^ 



here. He lives with two of his grandsons in their bungalow. You may like to 
call on him.” 

I did. The Baba threw his arms around me as I came within reach of 
them and hugged me to his breast. “So at last we two, who have known each 
other through the press for so long, meet face to face,” he exclaimed, his voice 
tense with excitement. 

It proved to be a real meeting, too. A meeting of spirits—kindred spirits 
—lasting two hours or more. 

I had him go over his life. How modest he was in his narrative ! To my 
joy I found that my knowledge of his deeds did not diverge from the outline I 
persuaded him to give. 

Then we talked of his faith—his ideology. He was a nationalist—first 
and last. He had never flown off on the separatist tangent. He never would. 

There, my readers, you have the measure of this Sikh Sir Galahad. 
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A MAN OF IRON WILL AND SUBLIME CHARACTER 

By Dr. Saif-ud-Din Kitchlew, President, All India Peace Council 
and Stalin International Peace Prize-winner. 

21 S President of Baba Kharak Singh Abhinandan Committee, it is my privilege 
AV an< j duty to offer my warmest felicitations and pay my loving tribute to 
to our respected leader, Shriman Baba Kharak Singh Ji, on the occas.on of 
the presentation of the Abhinandan Granth on his 86th birthday. 


I have known Baba Ji since 1920 when he entered active politics and 
presided over the historic session of the Central Sikh League, held in Lahore in 
October, 1920, wherein the non-cooperation resolution was adopted. Since then 
I have found in Baba Kharak Singh some thing which has always drawn me 
towards him and the sublimity of his character is so charming that I have been 
warmly loving his personality though I had to differ with him on certain occasions 
in certain political matters. Baba Ji is a man of iron will and once he takes some 
thing seriously to his heart he is there to see that it shall be through, come what 
may. His sincerity of purpose ; his integrity and above all his clarity of vision, 
are the qualities which class him in the category of great men born once in a 
while to liberate humanity from the social, political and economic thraldom. 


To Baba Kharak Singh goes the credit of bringing the Sikh community 
into the national fold. The Indian National Congress had adopted the famous 
Non-cooperation Resolution of Gandhiji at its special session held in Calcutta in 
1920. The Musalmans had already joined the national cause in great numbers 
under the leadership of Ali Brothers, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Dr. Ansari and others. 
The country was anxiously looking up to the Sikh community for its final decision. 
A session of the Sikh League was held in Lahore on 20th October 1920, for the 
first time, under the Presidentship of Baba Kharak Singh. All eyes were turned 
to Lahore. 1 shall never forget the most historic session of the Sikh League that 
1 witnessed with my own eyes in Lahore in 1920. The bold, courageous and 
statesmanlike lead given by Baba Kharak Singh carried the day. and the Sikh 
community, by an overwhelming majority, passed the resolution of Non-violent 
Non-cooperation. Thenceforward, the brave Khalsa boycotted the imperialist 
Britishers and entered into the continuous strife to oust the British Irom India. 
Whereas the whole nation under the leadership of Gandhiji has contributed all 
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it could to achieve independence, the part played by Sikhs in the national struggle 
is indeed laudable and all credit goes to this venerable old man of India, Baba 
Kharak Singh, who shirked no sacrifice and who suffered immensely for the 
independence of India, 

Baba Ji's activities as President of the Sikh League, as founder-President 
of the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee and as President of the 
Punjab Provincial Congress require a volume to describe. With 15 convictions 
and more years of jail-life to his credit, with all his property destroyed or lost, 
this grand old man of the Punjab and Bharat is still a living force in spite of his 
old age and physical ailment. Recently I went to see him at his residence in 
Delhi and I found that though he is a bit weak physically, his iron will and bold 
determination have suffered no change. There is still a glowing charm in his 
personality which tells us that the supreme need of those who wish to serve 
mankind, is the purity of mind and the loftiness of character. This is the 
quintessence of Baba Kharak Singh's life and I wish our youth could emulate 
this aspect of Baba Ji's personality. 

Though a staunch Sikh and a devout follower of the Gurus, Baba Kharak 
Singh has always been cosmopolitan in his outlook and he has never subscribed to 
the narrow creed of bigotry and parochialism. To him Sikhism means the service 
of mankind, irrespective of caste, creed or religion. He has been preaching the 
gospel of unity, love and universal brotherhood as taught and practised by the 
Great Guru Nanak. 

Today the world is torn by political strife, racial discrimination, economic 
exploitation and social inequality. The paramount need of the present world is 
peace, which alone will pave the way for the establishment of an Economy under 
which all races and countries would have the equality of opportunity. India has 
always exerted its influence for peace and by tradition we are not aggressive. We 
do not wish to conquer others, nor do we wish to be enslaved by foreigners. We 
do not wish to exploit anyone but we shall resist with all our might whosoever 
dares to cast an angry and covetous Look at our beloved motherland. This is what 
our great men have taught us. A living example of these lofty ideals is our 
beloved Baba Kharak Singh, who is a saint amongst politicians and a knight 
amongst soldiers. 

May he live long to inspire his country and guide the destiny of India to 
prosperity, equality and glory, is my earnest prayer. 


/ 


A BRAVE AND SELFLESS MAN 


By Shrimati Rameshwari Nehru 
President, All India Womens Conference 


HAVE known Baba Kharak Singh for many years, and have always held him 
rQ) in the highest esteem. His whole life has been one of dedication, every 
moment of which has been spent in the service of the country. He has been 
one of the few, who, from the very beginning had the courage to stand up for 
independence against all odds. He considered no sacrifice too big for the cause 
he held dear. His courage was examplary. He was the first Sikh Sardar who 
revolted against the British regime. He made a dynamic appeal to the members 
of the Sikh League to boycott the British Government. 

His example was inspiring and evoked great response. He led the Guru- 
ka-Bagh Movement which evoked general admiration and electrified the whole 
community. The brave Sikhs who took part in this great movement set a worthy 
example of non-violence and discipline which was unrivalled. He was the founder 
president of the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, which was founded 
in 1921 for the management of Sikh shrines. 


This Grand Old Man was imprisoned by the British in 1921, which 
created such agitation among the Sikhs that eventually in 1922 the Government 
was constrained to release Baba Kharak Singh and his colleagues from 
imprisonment. 

He has been in Jail several times, refusing to be given any special 
concession in view of his position, this being against his equalitarian principle 
He has about fifteen political convictions to his credit, and has spent twenty 
precious years of his youth in jail—fighting tor the cause of justice, freedom and 
independence. He is an uncompromising nationalist who stands for the unity of 
India. His influence is always exercised against sectarianism and thousands still 
follow him and flock to his banner. 

His life is indeed an inspiration to all of us, and I congratulate him on 
his 86th birthday—the 86th mile-stone in the life of a very brave and selfless man 
may we have him amongst us for many more years to continue to guide and 
inspire young men and young women of every community to the right path of 
unity,' equality and peace. 
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A TRUE KARAM-yOGI - 

By Shri Janki Das Kapur , M.A., President, All India Ravidas Hindu 
Mission , President, Punjab Pritinidhi Sanatandharam Sabha and 
President, Northern India Chamber of Commerce . 

fjjfi DEEM it an honour to pay my tribute to our respected leader, Shriman 
Baba Kharak Singh Ji, on the occasion of the presentation of the Abhi- 
nandan Granth on his 86th birthday. May the Almighty bring him many 
many happy returns of this auspicious day. 

As one coming from Lahore, the nerve centre of the undivided Punjab 
where Baba Ji had settled for the last two decades, I have had ample opportuni¬ 
ties of meeting Baba Ji on many occasions and I have found him always a man of 
lofty ideals, superb character, broad vision and cosmopolitan outlook. Though a 
staunch. Sikh, Baba Ji has always taken a liberal view of other faiths and he 
respects others religions as much as he respects his own. He has never been on 
the side of narrow sectarianism nor has he ever aligned with those reactionaries 
who are out to exploit the faithful adherents in the name of religion. In fact, 
Baba Kharak. Singh's whole career is an eloquent sermon in the service of man¬ 
kind irrespective of caste, creed or religion. Baba Ji is a living embodiment oi 
truth and virtue. By his very appearance, he looks a great Rishi. He has a 
lovable personality, an amiable demeanour, a sweet expression and a pure heart ; 
above all, the grandest thing about him is his spotless character. 

Our Rishis, our Gurus and our philosophers have taught us that faith in 
God-is the corner stone of our social structure and we cannot accomplish anything 
in this world without purity of mind and sincerity of purpose. These were the 
qualities.which made India a pioneer in the field of religion, ethics; philosophy and 
culture, in the good old days. Under this influence, India produced men and 
women of a very high moral stature, such as Bhagwan Ram, Bhagwan Krishan, 
Guru Nanak Dev, Mahatma Budh and Mata Sita. But unfortunately the modern 
impact of foreign civilisation has made our youth indifferent towards the religious 
and philosophical values as propounded by our great men in the holy books. The 
modern political and social trends prevailing in India do not augur well of our 
future. Empires have vanished ; civilisations have disappeared ; philosophies 
have toppled ; creeds have crumbled, but Indian culture has sustained all through 
because. *t had its roots deep down in the Divine Dharma, which is the real basis 
of everything that eventually endures. In this materialistic age, we come across 
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A public Durbar, to celebrate Guru Gobind Singh's birthday, was held in New Delh 
on 26th December, 1949, over which Baba Kharak Singh presided. Pandit 
Nehru participated. Shri Janki Das Kapur is delivering his speech. 



Pandit Nehru with Baba Kharak Singh on Baba Ji’s 85th birthday. Shri Janki Das 

Kapur is on the right. 
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u 'few sublime characters who inspire us with faith in the unseen. I am glad to 
say that Baba Kharak Singh Ji is one of those superior personalities who guide us 
to sublimer destiny. I wish we all, and particularly our youngmen and young- 
women, could follow Baba Ji’s noble example. That is the finest tribute we can 
pay to this grand old man of India. 

In Bhagvad Gita, L.ord Krishna has said that a Karam-Yogi is the real 
devotee and he is much nearer to Him than others. I have icund baoa Ki.a^ak 
Singh a great Karam-Yogi. Born in a rich family and with all the amenities that 
opulence could afford he never indulged in those things which commonh attend 
a rich man. He has all along lived like a saint and has always acted like a yogi. 
I, therefore, do not find any greater honour than to call him a great Karam-\ogi 
of our age. • 

Our country has achieved political independence through the. tireless 
efforts of our leaders and the immense sacrifices of our masses, but political 
freedom will be of no avail without economic and social freedom. As a business¬ 
man, I wish to sound a note of caution to some of our political leaders who 
talking of bringing about social and economic changes in a revolutionary manner. 
Before we could expect any measure of progress and achieve any economic, 
stability it is most essential that we must consolidate our national resources ; pre¬ 
serve national unity and above all maintain law and order. It is one thing to 
attain freedom ; it is another thing (and immensely more difficult and moie 
important) to retain freedom. Unfortunately, there are certain forces at work 
which are tending to destroy our social and political freedom and plunge us into 
chaos. Let us beware of them. Baba Kharak Singh has always fought against 
injustice and tyranny, from whatever quarters it may emanate, but a remarkaoL 
thing about Baba Ji is that he has always advised his countrymen and country¬ 
women to desist from doing anything which might jeopardise our hard-won 
independence. That is the supreme lesson which we have to learn from this 
dauntless hero and a veteran General who has won many a battle for lad.a * 
honour and prestige. 

Baba Ji is an institution in himself. By his examplary conduct, he has 
taught us that we must be prepared to make all sacrifices and undergo all hardships 
if we wish to serve mankind and establish peace in this world. 

I earnestly pray that God Almighty may spare Baba fi for many more 
years* so that we all may learn many a lesson from his living example and he may 
continue to inspire us with lofty ideals and sublime sentiments. 

F \' JAI HIND. 
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THE INDOMITABLE FIGHTER 

By Sardar Gurmukh Nihal Singh , 

Speaker , Delhi State Assembly 

MONG the national heroes and patriots, who were born and bred up 
V during the last one hundred years in the Land of the Five rivers, the 
proverbial birth place of heroes, the names ofLala Lajpat Rai, Sardar 
Singh, Baba Ram Singh, Bhai Parmanand, Baba Gurdit Singh, Sardar Bhagat 
Singh, Dr. Saif-ud-Din Kitchlew, Shrimati Rameshwari Nehru, Sardar Sardul 
Singh Caveeshar and Shriman Baba Kharak Singh stand out most prominently. 
Each one of them has done a yeoman’s service to the cause of national freedom 
and has made a valuable contribution to the building up of free India—and the 
succeeding generations of Indians will continue to derive inspiration from their 
self-sacrifice and heroic deeds. It is a matter of extreme thankfulness that some 
of them are still with us and that they are living in this great and historic city of 
Delhi, the Metropolis of the Republic of India—and I pray to the Almighty that 
they may remain with us for many more years to come. Among this latter group 
of illustrious patriots from the old Punjab, Shriman Baba Kharak Singh occupies a 
unique position. As a matter of fact, he is today the oldest, the most venerable, the 
most illustrious, the most honoured, the bravest and the most fearless and upright 
among all the living Indian patriots. As the Prime Minister of India had put it on 
the occasion of the 84th birthday celebrations of Baba Ji : 

“I do not see anybody in the country today who can be compared 
in courage, bravery and truthfulness with Baba Kharak Singh... 
Baba Ji is a living example before us of fearless determination, 
courage and bravery. “It is a pleasure to have this great fighter 
for freedom amongst us and I hope that we shall have that 
pleasure for many years to come.” 

Baba Kharak Singh’s whole life has been dedicated to the service of his 
people and throughout his long life of 85 years—(he was born in 1868)—he has 
stood firm like a rock for the causes he has held dear and with indomitable 
courage and steadfastness he has fought for them and won. He has made 
tremendous sacrifices—having spent nearly 20 years in jail—and has undergone 
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great sufferings and hardships—having spent four and a half years almost naked 
(i.e. except for the Sikh loin-cloth called kuchha) in Jail during 1922-27, as a 
protest against the forcible removal of Gandhi caps and black turbans from the 
heads of fellow-prisoners. He has never wavered nor retraced his steps. C nee 
he has made up his mind and taken a stand—he has stood firm until he has won. 
He has never known defeat in life and he was victorious in all the Mtrchas c 
struggles launched by him. And he has had the good fortune to see th<- 
establishment of national freedom for which he fought with uncompromising zeal 
and unsurpassed bravery and courage. My Akal PuTdkh spare him .0 .-s 
many more years to come is my prayer on the occasion of his 86th birthday 
celebrations ! 


II 


Although Sardar Kharak Singh had entered public life as eaii\ as 1912, it 
was in 1921-22 that he came iftto prominence for the first time in connection Vv.dv 
what came to be known as “The Morcha of the Keys.’ The Shiromani Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee had assumed charge of the Golden Temple, Amritsar, 
but, in November 1921, the Punjab Government issued an order that the Keys ci 
the Toshakhana (the place where valuable articles, jewellery, ornaments, etc. of 
the Durbar Sahib were kept) should remain in the custody ot the Deputy 
Commissioner, Amritsar. The Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee piotesteu 
against this decision and launched a campaign against it, under the leadership of 
Baba Kharak Singh who was the President of the Committee. The Punjab 
Government imposed Section 144 of the Indian Penal Code and canned all 
public meetings in the District of Amritsar. On the 27th November, 19- i ’ 
Sardar Kharak Singh defied the ban and addressed a public meeting at Ajnala, 
and thus started the “Morcha” (campaign) of the Keys. He with his colleagues 


was arrested. More meetings were organised and thousands of Sikhs went to 
jail. This went on for full six weeks, when the Punjab Government decided to 
return the Keys of Durbar Sahib to the Gurdwafa Prabandhak Committee. On 
the 17th January, 1922, Baba Kharak Singh and all the other Sikhs imprisoned 
in connection with the Keys’ campaign were released unconditionally and before 
a gathering of some two lakh persons at the Akal Takht in front of the Golden 
Temple—the Keys were handed over, amidst shouts of Sat Sri Akal, to Baba 
Kharak Singh, the President of the Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, by the 


representative of the British Government. The stand of Baba Kharak Singh was 
vindicated and the first victory was won against the foreign government. On 
this great occasion, Mahatma Gandhi sent to Baba Ji the following telegram : 

“First Decisive Battle for India’s Freedom Won. Congratulations.” 


Ill 

A few days after this victory Baba Kharak Singh accepted the President¬ 
ship of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee in succession to Lala Lajpat 
Rai, who had been imprisoned, as the Committee had been declared an unlawful 
body by the Government. 

Immediately, on assuming charge, Baba Kharak Singh threw himself 
heart and soul into the Civil Disobedience Movement. He was soon arrested and 
was prosecuted for delivering seditious speeches. He was sentenced to five years 
rigorous imprisonment, and although he was placed in the Special Class, he refused 
to be separated from his co-workers and comrades and lived with them in the 
ordinary class in jail. He also refused to wear any clothes for four and a half 
yeara—i.e so long as the Government did not lift the ban on the wearing of 
Gandhi caps in jail . He cheerfully put up with all hardships for the national 
cause. His spirit was undaunted and he was ever ready to stand up in defence 
of the rights of his people. He could never reconcile himself to foreign rule and 
he remained a rebel so long as the foreign rule lasted. He went to jail again 
and again till 1944. He had as many as 15 political convictions and he spent 20 
long years in imprisonment. But his soul knew no fear and his body had no rest 
till national freedom was achieved. 


★ 
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A GREAT MODERN SKIPPER 

By Shri Balkrishna Sharma, M.P. 




(ffiO hear the name of Baba Kharak Singh is to hear the sound of a temple-bell 
\ls tolled at a great distance. The sound comes in all its deep, devoted rich¬ 
ness. Bat it comes from far off, from a place which has been left far 
behind by the on-rushing History. Was it not Lloyd George who said that there 
are times when the World spins so leisurely that it seems to be at a stand-still for 
centuries ? And again, did he not say that there are also times when the world 
goes at such a giddy pace that centuries seem to be covered in decades ? Baba Ji 
is the denizen of both these periods in our History. He has seen the placid 
calm of the Indian waters. He has seen the typhoons and storms breaking upon 
our waters. And, let us not forget that he has been in the vanguard ot those who 
raised these storms and who faced undaunted the fury of those elemental up¬ 
heavals. 


Look at Baba Kharak Singh with my eyes. In him you will see the 
symbol of an Age that has gone by and of an Age which is rushing forward It is 
a far cry from the year 1868, the year of his birth, to the year 1953 Anno Domini. 
In this venerable man the past that is dead stands resurrected as it were. Ail 
that was chivalrous and brave and dignified in that past is incarnated in the 
person of Baba Kharak Singh. Unflinching loyalty, steadfastness, uprightness 
devoted dedication to a noble cause, fearlessness and deep understanding are the 
constituents of Baba Ji’s very Being. He belongs to a period of our history v. hen 
Giants used to tread upon our earth. He is the contemporary of those who were 
big in every way. 


And yet, this Ancient Mariner is one of the great modem skippers. 
What is Modernism after all ? Modernism is not the unsteady quivering ol the 
wings ol a butterfly. Nor is it sound and fury. Modem outlook is neither 
phrase-mongering nor raucous dogmatism Freshness, keenness, refusal to bow 
at the altar of Reaction, width of vision, comprehension, deep understanding and 
sympathy—in a world humanism—are the constituents of a cultured Modern 
MinH. In Baba Kharak Singh you will find all these qualities in ample measure. 
Therefore, I say that this Ancient is one of the most Modern of the Modems. 
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Do we not know that he never compromised with the Evil of narrow, 
bigoted and base communalism ? Have we not seen him courageously stand up 
to such Reactionary forces ? Of course, he is a great Sikh, the Shishya, the dis¬ 
ciple, of the Great Gurus. But to him Sikhism connotes a meaning far different 
from the one which certain politically purblind followers of the Masters—Gurus 
have been trying to convey. If Sikhism is separatism, it is not for Baba Ji. His 
understanding of the teachings of the Gurus has convinced him that it is a 
travesty of that great religion to perpetuate and propagate separatism in its name. 
Tne Gurus came not to divide and kill but to unite and protect. 

It is for this reason that Baba Ji, one of the pillars of the Central Sikh 
League and the founder-President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee, has refused to join hands with those who are trying to keep green a 
festering sore in our Body-Politic. Not only that he has not given his coopera¬ 
tion to such people, not only that he has not adopted only a negative attitude, he 
has very positively denounced the activities of such men. 

He is a nationalist to the very core of his being. Anything that is narrow 
and small has never appealed to him. He is a stalwart. He has always played 
for high stakes. Trials and tribulations he had to face in his purposeful life. 
Unflinchingly he has braved them. Years of incarceration have been his lot. He 
has come out of these severe tests—a pure gold out of blazing fire. His presence 
in our midst lends dignity and steadiness to us all. His eventful past is an 
inspiration to us. 

I offer my respectful and humble Pranam to this incarnation of our Hoary 
Past. May he live for many many years in our midst. 

That is my prayer. 


★ 
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A GREAT INSTITUTION 

By Shri N. V. Gadgil M.P. 

^JABA Kharak Singh has almost come to be an Institution in the life of Delhi. 

Year after year, his admirers and followers gather and celebrate his birthday. 

Already he has lived eighty-six years of life, and we all pray that he may live 
to complete the century. 

Baba Kharak Singh had led a life of service and sacrifice, and his life has 
been a source of inspiration and patriotic action for at least four decades in Punjab 
in particular and India in general. Baba Kharak Singh has from the beginning a 
clear idea of the future of this country. He entered public life in 1912 when he 
was elected Chairman of the Reception Committee of the All India Sikh 
Educational Conference at Sialkot, although in the beginning his activities were 
more or less confined to the Sikh community. Right from then he showed a vision 
and breadth of outlook that was remarkable. The tragic events of the Martial 
Law days in Punjab in 1919 brought to the front many a hidden talent. It was 
in 1919 at the time of the annual session of the Indian National Congress that 
Baba Kharak Singh took a lead and jumped into active political life. He appealed 
to the Sikh community to join the National movement for the liberation of India 
and was the first Sikh in a way to speak openly and courageously against the 
Britishers. It has been the policy of the British rule to instil into the minds of 
the Sikhs that they were a separate community, a separate religion with a separate 
culture and have nothing to do with the general Hindu Society at large. For 
some time this idea got up, but it was the Martial Law regime that dispelled the 
illusion of the Sikhs and brought them to the forefront of the National struggle. 
In 1920 the first session of the Central Sikh League was held in Lahore, and 
Baba Kharak Singh was the President. In his famous address he advocated in 
unequivocal terms complete boycott of the British Government. It was no 
coincidence that Mahatma Gandhi and Ali Brothers and Dr. Kitchlew were there. 
In every sense that was an historic session, and the Sikh community as such 
decided to part company with the British Rulers and thereafter they aligned with 
the struggle carried on behalf of the Indian National Congress. 

The history of the struggle led by Baba Kharak Singh in 1921 abou* keys 
of Darbar Sahib is sufficiently well-known. The success he achieved m the 
struggle was so momentous that Gandhiji was the first to congratulate him tor 
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winning the first decisive battle for India's freedom. Baba Kharak Singh soon 
became President of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee and everybody 
knew what it meant. Really in the words of Mahatma Gandhi the Punjab 
Congress had honoured itself more than it had honoured Sardar Sahib. The 
year 1922 saw a campaign of repression throughout the length and breadth of 
this country. Baba Kharak Singh was sentenced to five years hard.labour for 
delivering seditious speeches. He spent full five years and the way he stood up 
the rigours was itself a triumph of faith over circumstances. What he has suffered 
for the country is sufficiently recorded in the history of this country. I doubt 
whether there are half a dozen men who have suffered so much, so often and 
so intensively in this country. He was one of the pioneers and it is a singularly 
good fortune of this country that he is still alive to see his and others* efforts 
crowned with success. Six years ago India became free and a democratic Republic. 
It was in the fitness of things that he should be honoured by his countrymen and 
the Prime Minister was correct when he said that Baba Kharak Singh has never 
surrendered to what he considered wrong or evil, whatever the consequences 
might have been. To-day this venerable Sage with a load of more than eighty-six 
years on his shoulders still stands erect physically and morally, providing younger 
generation a source of inspiration and incentive for patriotic action. As one looks 
at him, one is reminded of the old Sage who shaped the moral and spiritual life 
of this great country. May God give him a few more years of sound health, so 
chat he may be able to see the work he started is progressing more rapidly and 
extensively. 
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A GREAT SIKH 

By Principal Joclh Singh , M.A ., M.L.C. 

<*|d HAVE been asked by my old pupil, Sardar Santokh Singh Vidyarthi, to write 
(fv) a few lines to pay my tribute to the selfless services rendered by Sardar 
Kharak Singh to his community and country, on the 86th birthday ci the 
great patriot. I shall gladly do it, as I consider it an honour to be thus associated 
with his name. * * 

I do not remember exactly when we first met, but it must has e been 
after 1905. The sincerity of purpose was writ large on his handsome tace and 
was attracted to him on my very first meeting. Later on when I learnt further 
details of his life, viz that he was very honest in the performance ol his official 
duties and his character and integrity were above suspicion, my respect lor him 
increased immensely. He took a good deal of interest in the work of educational, 
social and religious uplift of the Sikhs and as I too was working in the same line 
we met often in several organisations set up for the purpose. One thing that I 
noticed in him was that he never intrigued to capture an office in any one of those 
organisation^. If he was elected to the Presidentship of the reception committee 
of the Sikh Educational Conference at Sialkot or to the Presidentship of the 
Educational Conference at Taran Taran it was on account of the love and respect 
in which he was held by the Sikhs. These honours came to'-him unasked. After 
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre he entered the political field and we parted com¬ 
pany except for a short time when he worked in the Gurdwara movement. He 
bore the brunt of the struggle in its initial stages and his undaunted spirit, truthful¬ 
ness and determination to consider no sacrifice too great for the service of the cause 
brought success to the movement that he led. But I found some thing moire in 
him. He possessed a virtue in which his other colleagues of the Akali movement 
have been found sadly lacking. One day when we were discussing the affairs of 
the committee he declared : “ Let the government hand over the management 

of the Gurdwaras to any five honest Sikhs, whom they can trust and I shall leave 
the committee at once. I want to do the political work to liberate the country," 
The lure of office has made several of his colleagues abjure the high Sounding 
principle which they' allegedly professed in the beginning of the movement. The 
S.G P.C has been turned into a cockpit for power. \ cry few devote their atten¬ 
tion to the object for which thousands of Sikhs suffered untold miseries and 
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undreds laid down their lives. Even some state governments have jumped into 
the pit to make their supporters win the bout. To Baba Ji the cause was dear and 
not the office. 


His opponents have often accused him of obduracy. But firmness looked 
at from an inimical point of view often takes that form in the opinion of hostile 
critics. Whether a man is firm or goes a bit further and is termed obstinate, if he 
prepared to sacrifice for his convictions, he has all the respect that I can give 
him, Afte, ad in human affairs, when things are to be decided by discussion and 
reason, difference of opinion must arise in a free society. None can claim that all 
..ense is on his side. But when a man sticks to his views and does not give them 
up even when a good deal of suffering is heaped upon him, he should be admired 

•ill and Baba Kharak Singh is one of such persons, as his conduct throughout his 
life has abundantly proved. 

Once more we were fated to meet and that was in May 1937. I was 
appointed Principal of Khal.sa College at Amritsar, in September, 1936 and some 
Akali leaders with the active assistance of some members of the staff instigated the 
College students to go on a strike. Most of the student leaders were their near 
relations. The aim was to overawe the Principal and make him toe the Akali 
line. When the strike had nearly fizzled out, they sent the students to Sardar 
Kharak Singh at Lahore. The students gave him a very perverted version of 
events and the Akali leaders became very happy when Baba Ji promised to come 
to the college. They knew that if Sardar Kharak Singh once formed an opinion 
against the college authorities he was sure to take up a strong stand, and the strike 
would again gather strength. But when Sardar Kharak Singh came, he walked 
straight to my house and after the usual Sikh greeting took me in his embrace.- 
As it was lunch hour we sat to the simple fare that the house could provide and 
aftei that I related to him all the incidents without any exaggeration or reserve. 
Baba Ji at once saw through the game. He gave his decision. The student 
leaders who had been rusticated were to go to the Dharamsala and there in the 
presence of Guru Granth Sahib and the Sangat express regret for their conduct 
and promise to obey and respect their teachers and after that, the Principal too, 
would express regret and cancel the orders of their rustication. The striking 
students held a meeting outside the college compound to take a decision. Some of 
mem were made to raise slogans against v Baba Ji, but the majority stuck to what 
Babali had .suggested. Soon after the staff and students assembled in the 
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urdwara. One of the student leaders got up and repeated the words that had 
been settled by Baba Ji and the Principal promised that he would rescind his 
orders of rustication. The strike ended. The instigators were sorely disappointed. 
They depended upon his obstinacy but never knew that his life was guided by 
Guru’s word, and according to those teachings obstinacy is a virtue only when the 
cause is absolutely right. 


On the 86th birthday I offer to my dear and honoured friend my sincerest 
greetings and wish him many happy returns of this day. I also pray to the Guru 
to bless Baba Ji with all the Sikh virtues and keep him devoted to his faith up to 
the end. 
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BABA ]l LOOKS BACK 

By Shri B. P. L. Bedi, M.A., ( Pb .), B.A. Hons. ( Oxon .) 

Von Humboldt Research Scholar (Berlin) 

“ ni HAVE never accepted anything in my life as difficult,” said Baba Ji looking 
oJJ thoughtfully towards my wife with a firmness of voice which defied the 
challenge of his age, now 86. All through the evening as we sat with him 
drinking tea at his house, the impression deepened that we were in the presence 
of some one who had lived a life of completeness. Today he had something to 
look back over the long span of half a century, on deeds of dedication sweetened 
with fulfilment. 

The twinkle in his eyes lit up the curling twists of his silver white 
moustache when he talked of the visit of a Governor to the jail where he was 
serving a sentence as an “habitual offender” against British rule. “The Jailor 
came and told me the ‘Lat Sahib Bahadur’ is coming. Please stand up and talk 
when His Excellency comes.” Baba Ji replied—in his own words—“He has to 
talk with his tongue and I have to hear with my ears, where do the legs come 
in?” 

Baba Ji narrated this incident with such scorn, that the emphasis of it 
made me feel as if he was living the episode all over again—that minute. 

The resentment that welled up in his heart made his fist tightly clenched, 
with the middle finger standing half an inch above the rest like the trigger of a 
pistol. 

I said to myself, “It is lucky, now that Baba Ji is no longer in Jail, the 
incident is left thirty years behind, and the BritishGovernor now safely 6000 miles 
across the High Seas !” 

Baba Kharak Singh belongs to that rare tribe who sacrificed everything 
for the dust of which they were made. With the beauty of their deeds they 
made every particle of it shine. They put the stamp of human dignity on every 
speck of nothingness that was the life of a nation in chains. 

It was freedom-lovers like him who invested the alphabet of patriotism 
with vibrant meaning. Their defiance of everything that was unjust made them 
living pillars of light. 
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Inspiration drawn from such sons of mother India made the clanking of 
iron fetters and in-shutting jail gates sound like heart warming music to the 
millions determined to storm the barricades to our destiny. 

The process of history bears testimony that surging events standing out 
as land marks in a nation s life create men, but of Baba Kharak Singh it could 
be said that it was the man in him who created land marks of our history. 

A devout Sikh and an un-compromising nationalist he had no patience 
with pettiness or parochialism. He fought life long with hands as clean as his 
heart. 

When the British wanted to belittle the rights of the Sikhs in relation to 
their places of worship, he was the first to lead the history-making battle which 
stands as a finger post on the road to freedom. 

Again, when the Congress were evolving the national flag Baba Ji created 
another land mark and saw to it that no thorn rankled in the Sikh heart and that 
the colour which symbolised their emotions became a part of the pattern. 

The National Tri-colour came into being and he held this symbol of 
freedom in struggle with enduring love. It stands proudly on the table in his 
drawing room today, wrought in silver, enamelled in saffron, white, and green, 
presented to him, fittingly enough, by the first Prime Minister of free India, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

We were deeply moved at meeting Baba Ji. When he stood up and 
clasped my hand to say good bye, I felt, here stands 64 inches of grit, embodied 
in granite. Every heart beat that came through that warm and tough hand 
had in it the rhythm of Inquilab, the dance of revolution. 
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HERE IS THE SUNSET 

By Mrs. Freda Bedi 

t'HF somebody had told me that when I saw Baba Kharak Singh again after a 
space of some years, I should find him reciting poetry, I should have been 
frankly sceptical. But there he was, patriarchal, erect still, wearing his 
black turban like a crown. There was the proud flash of the eye, still undimmed; 
the classic curl of the white moustache ; the silver spray of a thinning beard. On 
the smooth arm of the chair lay his knotted old hands, tightening, as with an 
uncanny fitness he spoke the immortal words of all our schooldays : 

“Breathes there a man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself hath said, 

“ This is my own, my native land . . . 

The rolling burning plains of his beloved Punjab came to my mind. Men 
tall, rough-cast ; Village women with their robust humour, baking bread in the 
mud ovens, milking the buffaloes, churning curd. Clay pots piled on the donkeys 
backs ; the hookah under the village tree. Village feet on the cool marble slabs 
of Darbar Sahib ; eager faces round the village drum. . . . “This is my own, 
my native land . . . .” There was an untellable pride shining through the 
words. Then he began at the beginning, warming to his subject ; Scott s picture 
of Scotland : 

“ Land of brown heath and shaggy wood 
Land of the mountain and the flood, 

Land of my sires, what mortal hand 
Can e’er untie the filial band 
That knits me to thy rugged strand. 

The words were perfectly pronounced, recited with the fervour of the boy 
of sixteen years whose first days at the Scotch Mission School at Sialkot he was 
remembering with such exactitude after nearly three-quarters of a century. He 
told stories of it all ; of Miss Plum and Dr. Youngson. (I was intrigued by the 
name, Miss Plum. Perhaps, like the Strawberry Mem Sahib of Srinagar, her 
name had suffered a sea change to make it more pronounceable to a generation of 
schoolboys). 

I had not known before that Scott, the romantic’s, net of charms had been 
spread so wide. But it is not so unbelievable a phenomenon if you look deeper 
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into human psychology. Baba Kharak Singh belongs to an era of passionate 
fighters for independence ; in essence it was an age of the mountain and the 
chasm, and as such touched the borders of lyric poetry. The saga of his repeated 
imprisonments, the seven years he braved the furnace heat of the Punjab summer, 
and the sharp cold of its winter in his simple kaccha —a protest against prisoners 
not being allowed to wear their national dress—touches the fantastic. But this 
was the climate of the heroes of his generation. And if the Punjabi feels a 
kinship with the Scot, it stems from a humanity that is above politics. There is 
a likeness, after all, between two races of the rugged North, both fighters, 
hospitable, humorous. And with that outgoing pioneer spirit, as well to be 
found in the Sikh lumberjack in Canada and the Sikh policeman in Hongkong, as 
it is to be found in a Scotsman in foreign port or plantation. 

If Scott could break down the barriers of British Imperialism, Byron too 
was a legend in a Europe that often looked askance at British Foreign Policy. 
Victor Hugo and his modern counterpart, Louis Aragon, eternal poet of the 
French 'Resistance’ have their own trail of devotees whenever patriotism becomes 
a thing to live with, to die for, to suffer in, to dream of. We could trace that 
brotherhood of the spirit in this venerable soldier of our national fight. 

And I too wrote poetry ” he added. Thoughtfully, as though he 
himself had not mentioned it for long. Again that proverbial memory. He 
began reciting Persian couplets, Urdu poetry. Recalling his feelings on going to 
the prison, he quoted a letter to a nephew in which he said that he had never 
before appreciated the shabads of the Guru Granth Sahib with such depth of 
feeling. “ The cell is the place to read what the saints of the human race have 
to teii us of the truths of life.” 

It was while he was in jail and reading the sacred words of the founder of 
his faith, Guru Nanak, that he came to a realisation of the necessity, as he puts 
it, for every' Sikh to be a patriot and serve his country and the poor. What the 
son of the rich ” Rai Bahadur ” family of Sialkot could not fully understand 
within the safe walls af his parents’ home, he could feel with poignant longing 
when the Holy Book became his companion in suffering. The babe predicted 
by the family "mentor”. Baba Jamiat Singh, to be a ‘bringer of light’ was watching 
the flame of his faith burn brighter : 

" Steadfast a lamp burns sheltered from the wind, 

Such is the likeness of a Yogi’s mind.” 

This message of patriotism which he has brought to the Sikhs has cons 
tantly come into conflict with the forces that have sought to divide the community 



from wider struggles, and isolate them within the territory of their own serious 
problems. He has had breadth of mind, one-pointedness, an obdurate persis- 
tance. It is history that will decide who has been the winner of that epic battle. 


The Baba today is ending his life on a human level. The days ot 
struggle are over. Surrounded by his grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, in 
a garden where flowers and green pools of shade make life appear the sane, good- 
tempered thing it always ought to be, he keeps to his old simplicities in a grand- 
fatherly fashion. Truthful, lovable, he follows no rigid ascetic principles. There, 
one feels, is the old lion, relaxed at last in this free country he helped to bring 
into being. Fittingly, in peace, here is the sunset. 
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THE UNCROWNED KING 

Or 

THE BADSHAH-SARDAR 


By Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir, M.P., 
President, Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee and 
Member, All India Congress Working Committee 


| ABA Kharak Singh is affectionately called the uncrowned King of Sikhs. 
Verily the honour Baba Ji has attained no one else amongst the Sikh 
community has achieved in modern times. Baba Ji is a paragon of 
optimism and ascending spirits. Self-respect, fearlessness, sacrifice, renunciation 
and outspokenness are the stem qualities of Baba Ji’s high character. The purity 
ot Baba Ji’s heart has always been helpful in softening the stiffness of his other 
mental qualities. During our days of struggle for freedom many a Morcha was 
won by the sheer terror which Baba Ji’s name had created amongst the authorities 
of the day. The prime of his public life and the heydays of his prosperous age 
have been spent in jails. He has earned nothing except good name and high 
fame. He gained this high fame with very heavy price ; he sacrificed his physical 
comforts and the wealth earned by his ancestors at the altar of the love of his 
country and thus brought his whole family into high repute. His palatial 
ancestral house at Sialkot (the place of his birth) was the indicator of his high 
breed and noble family, but he sacrificed all that for the honour of his beloved 
Panth and country. 


Being a beloved idol of the masses and being the premier leader of his 
community, the people began to call him ‘Baba’ ; but by virtue of his high 
principles and unique qualities of head and heart, he richly deserves the title of 
“Badshah-Sardar.” I have had the privilege of studying Baba Ji’s life at very close 
quarters and I have found that he is truly majestic in his demeanour and elegantly 
selfless in his behaviour. 

Being himself one of the foremost leaders of those to whom goes the 
credit of winning the battle of freedom and while being helpful in securing the 
crown for others, Baba Ji himself is without a crown Therein lies the grandeur 
of his superb sacrifice and sublime abandonment, He is indeed spotless in all 
respects. 
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As it is rightly believed now-a-days that there is no one to replace Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, so in the good past days it was. rightly felt that there was 
no one amongst the Sikhs to take the place of Baba Ji. The high pitch of 
reputation that the Sikh Panth attained under Baba Ji’s leadership has never been 
reached again under the leadership of any other Sikh. Baba Ji was the nerve- 
centre of Sikh jathabandi (organisation). It was his self-less sacrifice which 
brought victory and good name to the Akali Movement and because of that the 
country began to respect the soldiers of the Akali movement. Alas ! that glory 
and respect are no more. 

Sir John Maynard, the then Home Minister of the Punjab Government 
went to see Baba Ji in the Dera Ghazi Khan jail and said : “Sardar Ji, the Gandhi 
Cap and the black turban for which you are going naked as a protest, have been 
thrown off by people even outside the jail and the Congress and Akali movement 
are dead and gone.” Baba Ji replied : “The Congress might have gone weak but 
Kharak Singh is not dead and is still going strong as ever. So how can he give 
up his fight against injustice ?” 

Baba Ji’s optimism and his lofty spirit of ascendency have been a source 
of inspiration to millions of his countrymen and countrywomen and they have 
been infusing life in many a dead soul. 

I happily associate myself with the presentation of the Abhinandan 
Granth on his 86th birthday and offer my sincerest felicitations and humble tribute 
and pray that Satguru may give many more years to Baba Ji so that we all may 
continue to derive inspiration from his living example of lofty character and 
supreme sacrifice. 
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A UNIQUE LEADER 

By Diwan Chaman Lall, M.P., formerly India’s Ambassador to Turkey, 
and President, the Punjab and Northern Railway Union and 
Federation of Post & Telegraph Unions 

^jl THINK it was at the Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress in 
(V* September, 1920, that I came to know of Baba Kharak Singh, that great 
leonine figure who has dominated Sikh nationalist politics for over thirty 
years. I supported Mahatma Gandhi’s resolution at that session in a speech of 
youthful intensity which, perhaps, had some effect on the Punjab delegation. I 
was happy, therefore, to learn that soon after this Baba Kharak Singh gave a 
lead to the brave Sikh community of the Punjab and lined them up against our 
rulers on the side of Mahatma Gandhi. 

I think the part played by this veteran leader in the subsequent develop¬ 
ments in the Punjab, which shaped the destiny of the country to some extent, 
has not been sufficiently appreciated. A great and noble race of dauntless 
warriors, the Sikhs, were weaned away from violence by the noble example set by 
Baba Kharak Singh. We saw the unforgettable sight of Sikh Morchas consisting 
of tall, determined looking men silently putting up with ferocious lathi-charges 
and not lifting a finger in retaliation. When knocked unconscious and carted 
away by the police, their places would be taken by others equally fearless and 
undaunted—thus establishing in the Punjab, for the first time, the value and 
significance of Mahatma Gandhi’s creed of non-violence. Gandhiji himself 
recognised the great significance of what Baba Kharak Singh had achieved by 
characterising his success in the first Morcha as “ the first decisive battle for 
India’s freedom ’’—great and historic praise for a great and historic personality. 

I pay my tribute to this unique leader and we indeed are happy and 
fortunate that he who won the first battle of freedom as long ago as the tw enties 
is still with us in the fifties. Our one prayer must be that he should live on and 
that the youth of our nation may go. on deriving inspiration from his noble ex 
ample. The first and last battles of freedom have been won but there are others 
of a different kind to win if our nation is not only to be great but also powerful. 
Baba Kharak Singh’s life is a perpetual and ceaseless dedication to the cause of 
freedom and unity. It is in this spirit of dedication alone that our nation can 
survive and be a power for good under the unerring guidance of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. The only homage worthy of Baba Kharak Singh is a siient 
prayer that a spark from his glorious spirit may also touch our hearts and quicken 
us in the service of our motherland. 
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A CITIZEN OF THE WORLD 

By Sardar Sardul Singh Caveesher 

fABA Kharak Singh comes of a Sikh family whose members had done good 
turn to the British. After graduation he easily got the respectable post 
of Secretary to the Municipality of Sialkot, the town of his birth. In those 
days, the Deputy Commissioners who were mostly British, used to be the Presidents 
of the local Municipalities. The Secretaries would present papers to the 
Presidents while standing. Baba Ji’s President expected him to do the same, 
specially when Baba Ji belonged to a family who enjoyed patronage of the 
British. But Baba Ji was made of another stuff. He refused to bow to the 
President and resigned his post when the Deputy Commissioner did not agree to 
treat Baba Ji as a self-respecting Indian gentleman should be treated. 

I am glad I was instrumental in bringing out Baba Ji to active politics. 
Being one of the founders of the Sikh League and its Secretary, I was anxious 
to have the League’s President as one who not only belonged to a respectable 
family but was also courageous, independent, self-respecting and patriotic. It were 
the days of civil-disobedience and non-cooperation. Gandhiji had come into 
the field of politics and the British were anxious to punish those who allied 
themselves with the struggle for Indian Independence. People who were leaders 
of the society in those days had to be in the good books of the foreign rulers. Very 
few of them cared to associate with Gandhiji’s movement. When Baba Ji was 
approached, he readily agreed to preside over the Sikh League Session that was 
to support the national movement on behalf of the Sikhs. Under Baba Ji’s 
guidance the Sikh community that was till then regarded as the bulwark of the 
British rule in India declared open revolt against the foreigners and whole¬ 
heartedly supported Gandhiji in his mission to make India free. 

I was entrusted to move the non-cooperation resolution in the League 
asking the Sikhs to be in the fore-front of the national movement. Having 
regard to Baba Ji's position as member of a family who had done much for the 
British, I had worded the resolution in a very cautious language. When I 
snowed the resolution to Baba Ji he was not pleased with its guarded language. 
He made it as bold as the most ardent of the Indian nationalists would have liked. 
And the wonder was that he carried the whole house with him. Never after 
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that the Sikhs as a community faltered in their steps to oust the British from this 
country. 

The Sikhs in their daily prayer seek inspiration from the life and example 
of those who are firm in their faith, lead life of selflessness and are devoted to 
the love of God. Baba Kharak Singh easily falls in the category of such persons 
as are endowed with unshakable faith in the cause of righteousness. 

In the Indian struggle for freedom thousands had to go to jail to win 
independence for the country. In the hour of their trial, they were in need of 
good examples to keep their feet steady in face of the harsh treatment they met 
at the hands of those who represented the foreign rule in the country. Baba 
Kharak Singh proved to be a distinguished example of that type. Against a!! 
attacks, he stood firm like a rock and budged not an inch from the position of 
self-respect and dignity that he had chalked out for himself. 

Though the British still ruled the country, he declared his own 
independence and refused to recognise their rule as lawful. They could throw 
him in jail, but could not snatch from him the idea of his own independence 
from their yoke. He would show no respect to the prison or other officers who 
came to visit him. They expected him to stand up and greet them. His reply 
was that as they came to see him, as gentlemen, it was their duty to show him 
respect and receive respect in return. But if they visited him as officers of the 
British Government he had nothing to do with them. 

One such officer, a Colonel of the I.M.S., was the son of a friend of his. 
As Jail Superintendent, he expected Baba Kharak Singh to stand up when he 
came to see him. On his protest that Baba Ji did not show 7 him respect as was 
due to his office, Baba Ji told him that if he came to him as the son of his friend 
he should touch his feet as did his father, but if he came to him as the 
Superintendent of Jail, he had nothing to do with him. Baba Ji must turn his 
face against him and ignore him. The Colonel left him ashamed and crest¬ 
fallen. 

The black Akali turban and Gandhi cap were banned in the Indian jails. 
Baba Kharak Singh would not wear any other turban and remained in jail for 
pretty long time without any head-gear. To deprive one of his turban was 
regarded as insult to Sikh religion. There was much agitation about it in the 
Sikh circles. Government was compelled to allow the use of biack turbans in 
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the jail. The ban was lifted, but Baba Ji refused to don his turban unless the 
ban was removed from the Gandhi cap also. 

Baba Ji loves his community and religion almost fanatically. But his 
love for his country and his countrymen is equally great. He has harmonised 
both these virtues as few others have been able to do. And above ail this, like 
Guru Nanak, he loves the whole of humanity as equal brothers. He fought the 
British rule with all the strength he possessed, but he had no ill-will against those 
who persecuted him. He is proud to be a Sikh, he is proud to be an Indian, but 
he is also proud of calling himself a citizen of the world. 
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A PRINCE AMONGST MEN 


By'Sardar Khushwant Singh 


N the history of every nation some figures stand out as land-marks by whose 
rvJ presence we recognise the events of the time. Thus in the history of the 
Sikhs the name of Banda stands for fight against persecution, of Jassa Singh 
Ahluwalia for struggle for supremacy and that of Ranjit Singh for success and 
consummation of Sikh secular power. Baba Kharak Singh is such a land-mark— 
not only in the history of the Sikhs but that of India itself. His name is associat¬ 
ed with the birth of political consciousness in the Punjab, its maturing into a 

movement and the first triumph of the experiment of passive resistance to be 
carried out in India. He is the most important Sikh character of Indo- British 
history. 


It would be doing injustice to Baba Kharak Singh if his place in out- 
future history books were to be circumscribed to that of the leadership ot the 
Sikhs. In fact it would not even be fair to list him with other leading men ot the 
time because he is a leader with a difference. Most ot our contemporary leaders 
climbed to importance over the shoulders of people who had helped them , they 
made compromises with principles and changed their views to suit the times. 
Baba Kharak Singh has never done any of these. .As a consequence, although 
his leadership frequently suffered, his stature as a human being has continued to 
increase. I can find no other title to use for him than that he is a ‘prince amongst 
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AN EPIC OF COURAGE, VALOUR AND 
SELFLESS SERVICE 


By Shri S. K. Patil, M.P., 

President, Bombay Pradesh Congress Committee 


6 ^rH£ name of Baba Kharak Singh needs no introduction to the people of this 
Vj ' country. For courage, sacrifice and highest type of patriotism the name is 
revered by millions of people. He is one of the founders of our freedom, 
is life is an epic in courage, valour and selfless service to the motherland. The 
services which he has rendered to the cause of freedom and the sacrifices that he 

has made in its behalf will ever remain a living monument of this great man of 
India. 


- am very happy to know that the Abhinandan Committee is producing a 
Commemoration Volume. There is no tribute that can be regarded too great to 
e paid to this man of sterling qualities on the auspicious occasion of his birthday 
anniversary. Millions have taken light from the spark which Baba Kharak 
* 1- .Ji gave them. His towering personality has been a great asset to our national 
aung t u. last half a century. May he live long and be in good health to 
serve his motherland which he has so fondly loved throughout his life. 
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Baba Kharak Singh with Shri S. K. Patil 
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Pandit Nehru garlanding Baba Kharak Singh on his 82nd birthday. Sardar Prem Singh Sodhbans 
is standing exactly behind Baba Ji, after garlanding him. 
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A "TAPASVI" PATRIOT OF INDIA 

By Sardar Prem Singh Sodhbans, F.C.A. ( India ), F.A.C.C.A. (.Lond .) 

FIRST met Baba Kharak Singh in 1912 at a dinner at the residence of the 
late Sardar Shivdev Singh Uberoi in Sialkot where I had gone for a profes¬ 
sional work. I found Baba Kharak Singh a noble, straight forward and 
religious gentleman of high order. In 1915 he was elected President of the S;kh 
Educational Conference held at Taran Taran (Amritsar). He was a great advocate 
for the independence of the country but after Martial Law in 1919 he became 
confirmed in his views to gain independence. 

In 1919, I, with the cooperation of the late Sardar Amar Singh of the 
“Sher-i-Punjab” and the late lamented Sardar Bahadur Mehtab Singh, chalked out 
a programme to start a political organisation to safeguard the interest of the Sikh 
community. My efforts to get the Lucknow Pact of 1916 amended in the Punjab 
Political Conference held in April, 1917, had failed and the efforts of the late Sjt. 
Bipin Chandra Paul, also went in vain at the special session of the Congress held 
at Calcutta in September, 1920, under the Presidency of the late Lala Lajpat Rai. 

First session of the Sikh League was held in December, 1919 at Amritsar, 
under the presidency of the late Hon’ble S. B. Gajjan Singh of Ludhiana. The 
venue of the next session was fixed at Lahore. We made an approach to Baba 
Kharak Singh to accept the Presidency of the Central Sikh League and to preside 
over the session which was to, be held in October, 1920, in Bradlaugh Hall, 
Lahore. I was one of the Secretaries of the Central Sikh League and also the 
General Secretary of the Reception Committee. This was a momentous session 
in the history of the Sikh community as all Sikhs present at the session decided to 
align with the Congress and to take part in the non-cooperation movement side 
by side with other communities. Mahatma Gandhi, Ali Brothers, Lala Harkishen 
Lai and many other leaders were present. Lala Lajpat Rai, though present in 
the city, could not attend the session owing to illness. However, he conveyed his 
good wishes for the success of the session and he expressed appreciation ot my 
work ,for the success of the session in the presence of the late Lala Harkishen Lai. 

From this session onward the political life of Baba Kharak Singh began. 
When he was elected President of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee, 
under his direction I declared to preside over a meeting which was to be held at 
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Bradlaugh Hall, to protest against the conviction of Lala Lajpat Rai. At that time 
I was the President of the Lahore Congress Committee. The place of the 
meeting was occupied by the police and all the roads leading to Bradlaugh Hall 
were ^ or ^ onea but the meeting was held in an open place some distance away. 
Mahatma Gandhi congratulated Baba Kharak Singh for holding the meeting 
in denance of the order and wrote a special article in the “ Young India ”, 
under the caption ‘An Excellent Choice ’ 

'* * congratulate the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee on 
its decision to elect Sardar Kharak Singh as its President. The 
reputation that Sardar Sahib holds for high character and bravery 
would give added strength to the cause of Indian National 
Congress in the Punjab. In doing so the Congress has honoured 
itself more than it has honoured Sardar Sahib. It is indeed an 
Excellent Choice . 99 

Baba Kharak Singh’s presidency was short lived as in March, 1922, the 
Government launched a country-wide programme of repression and Mahatma 
Gandhi was jailed for six years and thousands of other Congressmen were sent 
to prison. Baba Kharak Singh was also sentenced for five years rigorous imprison¬ 
ment for delivering seditious speeches and was sent to Dera Ghazi Khan jail to 
serve his term of imprisonment. It would be interesting to note that in the jail 
he remained naked for four and a half years, only wearing a Kachha (underwear 
which is usually worn by Sikhs), as his non-Sikh comrades in jail were not per¬ 
mitted to wear Gandhi caps, although the Sikhs after great struggle were permitted 
to wear black turbans. Baba Kharak Singh was approached by the Government 
to stop the breaking of jail rules but his indomitable will triumphed and the 
authorities had to release him unconditionally. 

Baba Kharak Singh is a great hero, and a dauntless patriot who also 
suffered in the great Gurdwara Movement in 1921 with regard to the “ Keys of 
losha- Khana” (Treasury wherein the valuables of the Golden Temple at 
Amritsar were stored). He fought well and won a decisive battle for the freedom 

o the country. Mahatma Gandhi sent him a telegram of congratulations, on 
this occasion. 

It is very difficult to narrate in this short article the sacrifices which Baba 
Kharak Singh has made for the independence of the country-. In fact it was 

12 6 


misr^ 




his heart’s desire to see the liberation of India from the foreign yoke and he 
suffered all along to see the dawn of India's freedom. 

I feel it a privilege and a great honour to write a few words in apprecia¬ 
tion of the services of Baba Kharak Singh under whose guidance I also served the 
country, although originally I was one of the founders of the political movement 
amongst the Sikhs. I pray to Wahiguru (God Almighty) that he may grant long 
life to this grand old man of India, so that he may continue to inspire the country 
with courage and bravery. 
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A GREAT RAJ-YOGI 

By Shri M. S. Oberoi, President, Oberoi Hotels (India) Ltd., and 
Managing Director, Associated Hotels of India Ltd. 



CONSIDER it a great honour to be able to pay my humble tribute to Baba 
Knarak Singh Ji on the occasion of the presentation of the Abhinandan 
Granth on his 86th birthday. 


I have known Baba Ji since 1921 when the Sikh Gurdwara Reform Move¬ 
ment was launched. The magnificent success achieved by this movement under 
Baba Ji’s leadership is well known to all and is a glorious chapter of India’s 
national history. 


The part Baba Ji has played in India’s struggle for freedom is indeed 
unique and I can say without any fear of contradiction that Baba Kharak Singh is 
one of those lew seliiess leaders who have dedicated their lives for the service of 
mankind at large and who have sacrificed their all for the independence of India. 
In truthfulness and honesty of purpose, in steadfastness and dauntless resolution, 
and above all in sublimity of character there are very few in India who can excel 
Baba Ji. It has been very rightly said by our great Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharial 
Nehru . I do not see anybody in the country today who can be compared 
in courage, bravery and truthfulness with Baba Kharak Singh. His presence 
amidst us lifts us up, and strengthens our morale. I, therefore, do not so much 
congratulate him on his birthday as yourself and myself. Baba Ji is a living 
example before us of fearless determination, courage and bravery.” 

I have had the privilege to meet Baba Ji and pay my respects to him on 
many occasions in the past few years and I have found a remarkable thing in his 
character, f le is a great Raj-Yogi, who, according to the conception of Sikh 
Gurus, is both a Raja and a \ogi. Baba Ji was born in a rich family with all the 
amenities of life, but he has never had any vices that usually beset a rich man’s 
son. He has lived like a saint and has acted like a great Karam Yogi all his life. 

I his is quite manifest from the spotless and sublime ideal life that he has lived, 
lie is, indeed, a person who really stands out as a beacon-light to millions of our 
countrymen and countrywomen who are groping in the dark in search of truth. 
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Baba Kharak Singh with Shri M. S. Oberoi. 
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Dr* R.ijendr Prasad, President of India, greeting Baba Kharak Singh on his 85th birthday, celebrated in New Delhi 

on 20th June, 1952. 
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Our country has attained political freedom through the tireless efforts and 
immense sacrifices of our great leaders and faithful masses, but we have yet to 
achieve economic freedom which alone will usher in an era of prosperity and 
happiness in our country. At this critical juncture in the history of our country 
we need men and women who can subordinate their personal good to the larger 
interests of the nation and who can set an example of high moral standard by 
their personal character. I am glad to say that Baba Kharak Singh is a living 
example of spotless character and selfless service which alone will make our 
nation truly great. All we need is to follow the noble example set by this great 
leader and I am sure if we all resolve to follow in his footsteps we shall raise our 
nation to the highest pinnacle of prosperity and glory. 


I fervently pray to the Almighty to give good health and long life to our 
revered Baba Ji so that he may inspire mankind in general and the Indian nation 
in particular by his living noble gxample. 
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THE QUINTESSENCE OF THE EMOTIONS 
OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE 

By Dr. Lanka Sundaram, M.P., M.A ,, Ph. D. 

i 

AM grateful to the Baba Kharak Singh Abhinandan Committee for giving 
me this opportunity to pay my humble tribute to the life and work of one 
of the finest patriots which the unceasing battle for India’s freedom has 
produced during the past one hundred years, that is to say ever since the Indian 
V/ar of Independence, miscalled the Mutiny. 

At 86, Baba Saheb is still with us, and for this the Indian nation is 
grateful to Providence. “Sata manam bhawati ” is an old Sanskrit prayer and wish, 
and I have not the least doubt that the nation prays that the Baba Saheb would 
live up to a hundred, with health and vigour unimpaired, so that his sage advice 
and guidance would be available to India which has only recently attained her 
freedom. 

When the history of freedom’s battle comes to be written, a very high 
place would be given to the life and work of Baba Kharak Singh. Convicted 
fifteen times for defying the authority of the British at the time when their power 
and gbry were at their zenith, and having spent twenty precious years of his life 
in British jails, Baba Saheb must now have the supreme satisfaction that his life 
mission has been fulfilled in the establishment of the Republic of India. 

One o( ^ Pioneers of the Gandhian era, Baba Kharak Singh had blazed 
a glorious trail lor the people of the northwest of India, and his brilliant and 
successful morcha for the Keys of the Darbar Saheb in 1922 set the pace for 
similar triumphs of Indian patriots all over the country, and richly merited the 
message ot Gandhi]., which ran as follows : “First decisive battle for India’s 
freedom won, congratulations.” The founder-President of the Shiromani Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee, Baba Kharak Singh had done a yeoman service to the 
cause of the purification of management of Sikh shrines, and turned these valiant 
and doughty sons of the land of the Five Rivers into a striking force of 
considerable power m the cause of Indian freedom. Partition, and the widening 
sc.1 ism among the Sikh community these days must undoubtedly sadden the Baba 
•-aheb during the evening of his life, but there is the assurance that his own 
shining example at the darkest hour of India’s politcia! fight-the Jallianwala Ba e h 
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tragedy and Martial Law—would always remain a beacon light to the Sikh 
community, to retrace its steps from anti-Panth and anti-national ways, back to 
the high road to self-realisation and national glory. 


Every inch a noble son of India, synthesising within himself all that is 
best in our national culture, Baba Kharak Singh was noted throughout his life 
for his Spartan simplicity, and courage unparalleled even in the glorious history of 
India’s freedom movement. Always a man of deeds, the Baba Saheb has left for 
the people of this country a record of high moral principles, which prevented him 
from accepting situations not available to his fellow-sufferers in the cause of 
Indian freedom. Indeed, his five years’ rigorous imprisonment, 1922-27, with 
only a Sikh kachha as his raiment, as a protest against the British ban on the 
wearing of black turbans by Sikhs and Gandhi caps by other political prisoners 
in jail, is a classic example of a self-denying ordinance, for which there is haidly 
a parallel. Indeed, Baba Kharak Singh is cast in the heroic mould, ana one can 
imagine the rigours he voluntarily imposed upon himself if note is taken of the 
severity of winters in North India. 


It would be wrong to evaluate-the work of Baba Kharak Singh only in 
terms of the regeneration of the Sikh community and the canalisation of its 
emotions and work in the cause of the country’s freedom. For, the Baba Saheb 
represents the quintessence of the emotions of countless millions of Indian people, 
who dared to rebel against the might of the alien rulers. Indeed, Baba Kharak 
Singh is a prince among patriots, and a battle-scarred warrior whose deeds would 
be cherished for all time to come, by a grateful people who found inspiration in 
his life and work, at a time when lesser men would have faltered. 

This Abhinandan Granth is but a small token of the high esteem and 
reverence which his countrymen would like to demonstrate towards Baba Kharak 
Singh. Deeds, not words, are wanted to sustain our new-won freedom. Now 
that the foreign masters have departed, it behoves the people of this country to 
rise against the enemies within the gates, and to work valiantly to defend oui 
hard-won freedom. Baba Kharak Singh’s life is a poem ot self-dedication to the 
service of the country. There is no doubt that Indians, to whichever part ot the 
country they belong, would always cherish the Baba Saheb s message of unflinching 
fight against enemies, of our national freedom, whether they be outsiders o< within 
our own borders. I join this national tribute to Baba Kharak Singh, whose life is 

one long saga of patriotic endeavour. ■ 
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A GREAT STALWART 

By Diwan Bhartju Ram Gandhi, ex-Finance Minister N.W.F.P. 

3 RECOLLECT the historic days of the Non-cooperation Movement. Mahatma 
Gandhi, Pandit Nehru and other towering personalities were put behind 
the bars. Daily batches of prisoners were brought to Mianwali Jail from 
different parts of India and I was wonder-struck to hear about the courageous 
stand of Baba Kharak Singh in Dera Ghazi Khan Jail. He, a stalwart sentenced 
to five years, took a vow to wear only ‘ Kachha’, as a protest against the maltreat¬ 
ment of prisoners by the police. He remained in ‘Kachha’ for more than 
four years. 

I saw him for the first time at Amritsar Session of the Indian National 
Congress. A man born in a big Sikh family and belonging to the first batch of 
students who received B.A. degree from the Punjab University in 1889, he 
was burning with a desire to break the chains of slavery. The bloody, tragic and 
unforgettable happenings of the Martial Law and the Jallianwala-Bagh days 
deeply touched his heart and he plunged actively into the battle for the indepen¬ 
dence of our Motherland. As Founder-President of the Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee, as former President of the Central Sikh League and as 
President of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee, Baba Kharak Singh was 
always in the fore-front of all national movements. He, a jail bird ot long stand¬ 
ing, courted 15 imprisonments and remained in prison for nearly twenty years. 

I pray to the Almighty to give me the same courage, bravery and truth¬ 
fulness with which he, along with other top-ranking celebrities, forced the British 
to quit India and with which he is still working hard for the reconstruction of the 
country. May the venerable Baba live long to guide his people ! 
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THE UNCPOVNED KING OF THE PEOPLE 
OF THE PUNJAB 


By Sardar Copal Singh, Advocate , Supreme Court of India, New Delhi 


HE noble life of Baba Ji is a life of service and sacrifice dedicated to the 
vJ' sacred cause of independence of mother India. His rebellious spirit against 
the yoke of foreign domination made him restless for fighting many a 
battle against British bureaucracy that functioned in India with the strong support 
of mighty British Empire. His dauntless courage knew no fear. Sincerity of 
purpose was his guiding urge. His indomitable iron will coupled with his deeply 
ingrained virtue of patriotism made him glorious victor of those battles. 


Right of religious freedom and freedom to manage religious institutions, 
which has so zealously been safeguarded in articles 25 and 26 of our Constitution, 
attracted the attention, in early twenties, of this stalwart champion of birth-right 
of political freedom and religious liberties. The Government of the day decided 
by an executive fiat that the keys of the Golden Temple at Amritsar, be retained 
by the Deputy Commissioner, in order to make him virtually incharge of 
it. The news of this executive interference with the holy of the holies for the Sikhs 
made Baba Ji rise in revolt. He refused to recognise the right of the Govern¬ 
ment to interfere with the administration of the Gurdwara. This unwarranted 
encroachment on the inviolable right of the Sikh denomination to manage their 
most sacred shrine stirred him up for crusade against the authorities intoxicated 
with the power and privileged position. His cause being just and purpose being 
pious, the bureaucracy fell flat at his feet. The keys were consigned to him 
This victory brought him the laurels of becoming the uncrowned king of the 
people of the Punjab. 


It may be easy and expedient to be a patriot now-a-days, but it was 
rather hard and trying to cherish and more so to live upto the ideal of the virtue 
of patriotism. Only men imbued with courage ot conviction could afford to 
sacrifice their personal ends and interests for the lofty goal ot collective good of 
the emancipation of the teeming millions of India. Baba Ji's courage of convk 
tion as a patriot is unparalleled and his sacrifices at the altar ol mother India are 
unmatched. It is easy to mention 20 years' imprisonment, which Baba ji suffered, 
but the sufferings and tribulations which such an inordinately long incarceration 
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entails can very well be imagined rather than their details described. It will be 
no exaggeration to call Baba Ji a prince amongst patriots. 

When Baba Ji was fighting as a patriot-in-action, against the heavy odds 
of bureaucracy, good many men were attracted to serve the cause of the country. 
But as subsequently conferred titles of Khighthoods and Sardar Bahadurships on 
many of them showed, they served themselves rather than the cause they posed to 
serve. The titles of bureaucracy were to a considerable degree of precision 
indicative of services rendered by the title-holders against the people of India by 
the cooperative zeal shown and sympathetic efforts made for the cause of British 
Empire. These titleholders were prey to the machinations of British diplomacy. 
They were victims of the temptation thrown in their way for winning them over. 

Baba Ji hated titles. On one occasion I had the privilege of talking to 
him for a while on the subject. He has no soft corner for the title-holders. Like 
a steadfast soldier, he stuck to his post. Winds never swerved him from the 
straight path. Adversity could not unnerve him. Evil dared not conquer him. 
He rode roughshod over the twisting temptations of greed for power and pelf held 
out to him. He is a man of undoubted audacity and unambiguous veracity. His 
example of fidelity in patriotism is second to none. 

May this prince amongst patriots enjoy many more years of life so as to 
inspire us with the great ideals of service to mother India for which he has so 
honourably lived and sacrificed his all. 



THE PRIDE OF INDIA 

By Her Highness Maharam Gurcharan Kaur of Nabha 

t“SDABA Kharak Singh, our great veteran leader, has played a glorious and dis¬ 
tinguished role in the history of the National struggle for India's Indepen¬ 
dence. It was under his worthy leadership that the valiant Khalsa 
successfully bashed the first opehing into the practically impregnable fortress of 
power and prestige of the then mighty foreign rule of India. Gandhiji hailed this 
success of the Darbar Sahib keys’ morcha as “ the first battle of Independence 
won !” Then, the victorious and glorious Baba Kharak Singh, the then President 
of the Sikhs, affectionately called the uncrowned king of the Panth, whose will was 
then the will of the whole Sikh community before which the British rule had 
just then yielded unconditionally, lent his tremendous personality, which was in 
effect and in fact the personality of the Khalsa Panth, to the Indian National 
Congress to strengthen it, adding dignity, power and prestige, in order to serve 
the country’s cause, at the most critical period in the National struggle. He, 
therefore, accepted the Punjab Provincial Congress’ Presidentship at a time when 
India needed most a strong man of the highest calibre and character like Baba 
Kharak Singh. India owes a great debt to this most venerable patriot, which 
cannot be repaid in words. He has served India with mighty deeds and has 
suffered long and sacrificed much. The revered grand old leader is a man of 
unique personality and rarest quality. He commands our love and admiration. 

I deem it a pleasure and privilege to pay him my tribute along with my other 
compatriots who have high esteem and adoration for him. I personally admire 
him all the more as I have the hor.our of knowing him so intimately. I find in 
him, like the great nationalist martyr, the late lamented Maharaja Ripudaman 
Singh (later known as Maharaja Gurcharan Singh) of Nabha, my revered husband, 
a rare man who never suffered from mental slavery even in an enslaved country 
that India was dll very recently ; who never compromised with the foreign Power 
in thought, word or deed and who knew only to conquer or to die but never to 
retrace a step ; who braved all and yielded not an inch nor flinched in the fight 
for freedom of the Motherland and who alone may well boast of having never lost 
a battle ( morcha) throughout his long political career. With all this to his credit 
it shows up the Great, tenacious National General—Baba Kharak Singh in 
greater relief wdien one visualises this dear little person, slight of build, gentle ot 
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nature, sweet of temper, with almost child-like simplicity but capable of such tre¬ 
mendous political achievements which India would ever acknowledge with 
gratitude. Baba Ji possesses a most sympathetic understanding and affable heart 
of gold. And he has all through his life, most scrupulously, practised Truth and 
non-violence, not for mere political ends but for their own sake, and to such an 
extent that I have yet to nnd him angry or uttering an innocent falsehood even 
in' fun , 

Such is our revered Baba Kharak Singh and such are his character and 
deeds. Who would not be proud of him ? He verily is the Pride of India and 
shall live as such through generations. May God bless him ! 
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Maharani Gurcharan Kaur of Nabha unfurling the flag at 
a conference held In Lahore in 1943 at which Baba 
Kharak Singh presided 
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THE UNCROWNED KING OF SIKHS 


By Bawa Bachittar Singh, President, Delhi State 
Gurdwara Prahandhak Committee 
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[HEN God wills to lift a people, it blesses it with men of sterling character. 
With their dauntless courage and iron determination they achieve success 
where lesser souls see nothing but dismal failure. By their seif-sacn ce 
and devotion to duty they set an example for others to Follow. A source o 
inspiration to their contemporaries, they serve as a beacon of light for generatio ns 
to come. Humanity in general and their country and community in particu ar 
are justly proud of them. 


Such a man is veteran Baba Kharak Singh whose 86th birthday is being 
celebrated. Well known as the uncrowned King of the Sikhs, ana the foremost 
national leader he saw through to success whatever he took in hand. e 
agitation for securing the right of the community to manage the Gurdwaras and 
wear black turban owed its success mainly to him. No man ot lesser stamina 
could have passed winters in Jail without clothes. 


Lofty souls who have known him and his life have nothing but P’aise 
for his high ideals which he translated into action. The Father ot Nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi, and Sardar Patel of revered memory, had and expressed 
highest appreciation of Baba Saheb’s life and work. Our Rashtrapati and t'rime 
Minister have eulogised in glowing terms his great services to the Country s 


freedom. 

It is not given to many men to see their dreams come true in their lives. 
As a youngman, as a middle aged political worker, as a venerable old man ' 
headed and bent with years, behind the prison bars and out in the vast priS£ ™ 
house that India once was, he saw the glorious vision of free India. Am in 
the early eighties of his life, fortune smiled on his land ot bii th. 1 he hei v sp r 
that changed the course of this aristocratic Sikh youth s lite, is still ag ovv in im 
His messages to the nations are more inspiring than those ot many younger men. 

It is indeed gratifying that he is still in our midst nurturing, so iar as he 
can, the plant of freedom that has now blossomed into a full Hedged tree. May 
he live long and happily for many many years to come ! 


THE GREAT BABA'S LIFE : A SAGA OF 
VALIANT STRUGGLE 

By Raria Jang Bahadur Singh, M.L.A., formerly Editor of the 
Tribune and the Times of India, Delhi 

TftF we today look round for the personification of granite determination, 
(VJ unswerving courage, and flaming patriotism, we find it in the patriarchal 
figure of the 86-year old Baba Kharak Singh. His personality is like a 
straight, strong, golden thread running magnificently through the clean, bold 
pattern of the Indian freedom struggle. In the venerable Baba’s retirement, his 
personality glows like a virtue to which we do pay lip homage, but for which we 
seem to have no genuine respect. Had we had it, our conduct would have been 
different. 


Baba Kharak Singh belonged to Sialkot. His birthplace, like the birth- 
piace of many a Punjabi patriot, is today foreign land to him. What greater 
pnce than this can one pay for freedom ? Paying it is tentamount to clutching at 
and tearing out one’s heartstrings and placing them at the altar of liberty. Lion- 
hearted as Baba Kharak Singh is, he has not winced even slightly while satisfying 
.1 L mo t ruthless and exacting demand of History. But even iron nerves cannot 
bear the shock of rude disillusionment-they get frayed. There are many 
features of the march of post-liberation events, which have been hurtful to him. 
Not a thousand Abhinandan Granths can please a revolutionary, democracy- 
loving soul like Baba Kharak Singh. He must be convinced that the content of 
freedom, which has come to us, is not tinsel but pure gold—that the general 
masses and not the privileged few have come into their own. One of the surest 
tests is how the refugee problem—the basic national problems of feeding, clothing 
and housing the dispossessed masses rolled into one—is tackled. Always strongly 
feeling for the people and passionately fighting for the fulfilment of their 
irrt.pressil.je fundamental aspirations, Baba Kharak Singh cannot be content with 
the mere physical disappearance of the British yoke. If the spirit and genius 
o t e Indian people are pinned down by a wooden, indigenous encumbrance 
that is all the more regrettable and disgraceful. 

In the undivided Punjab—which was in my view, the most impressive 
symbol of Indian Unity, vigour and valour—I had many occasions to listen to 
the great Baba’s momentous utterances and watch him leading dynamic demons- 
.ratioiio. flirough his transparent sincerity glistened images of exhortations 


142 


which electrified the atmosphere and the alchemy of his extraordinary personality 
transmuted mere dust into gun metal. Even today the echoes of his many a 
clarion call resound in my ears and the pictures of the surging crowds charged 
with the enthusiasm generated by his heroic example looms before my eyes. 
The secret of the magnetism and magic of his personality lies in its being the 
embodiment of the highest virtues and best traditions of the Land of Five Rivers 
—alas ! we have lost most of those rivers whose waters preserve in their folds the 
essence of a hoary, virile, colourful culture. It is our misfortune that weighed 
down by the load of grey years this peerless personality' cannot function effectively 
today'. But it should not be an inadequate inspiration to us that Baba Raarak 
Singh is still in our midst—he who was one of those pioneers, wno inheiitec the 
torch of freedom from the heroes of 1857 an d reblazed the trail of struggle a. d 
sacrifice. 

He was the first to introduce energizing elements into Sikh politics. In 
1912 as the Chairman of the Reception Committee ot the All India Sikh Educa 
tion Conference, he struck a progressive and patriotic note. And in 1915 as 

President of the Conference he gave a lead, which was conspicuously in conso¬ 
nance with his radical thoughts and emotions. Even minor events in his early 
life, like the one relating to his refusal to pay obeisance in a cringing manner to 
his English boss, indicated that there was plenty of steel in the composition of 
his personality, which would emit sparks at the least provocation. It was during the 
Martial-Law Days in the Punjab in the year 1919 that the dynamic quality of his 
personality became evident to everybody. At the Central Sikh League Conference 
held simultaneously with the Congress Session at Amritsar, following the Jalhan- 
wala Bagh Massacre, which shook India from end to end. he erupted like a 
volcano. He advocated the complete detachment of Sikh politics from the old 
rotten moorings and urged the full-blooded participation of the Panth in the 
freedom movement. In 1920, as the President of the Central Sikh League, he 
sounded the bugle and the Panth responded admirably to the summons. In 
1921, as the President of the Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee with his charac ¬ 
teristic fervour and courage he challenged the might cf the British Government 
on the Golden Temple keys issue and had his baptism of fire. The March* 
developed and Jatha after Jatha of Sikhs followed him into prison. Ultimately, 
the proud ruling power had to bend before the iron will ot the puissant Baba. The 
key was delivered to him at a public function by a representative of British 
Imperialism. And, metaphorically speaking, with that key he eventually opened 
the gates of the temple of freedom. He became a General oi the Tim o 
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Liberators in the Punjab and his life became a saga of sustained, valiant struggle. 
Defiance of foreign authority was his loftiest motto and living in jail in pursuance 
of it was his greatest joy. With many glorious scars—with fifteen political 
convictions to his credit and twenty valuable years spent in jail—this living Rana 
Sanga of our epic battles is atonce a tower of strength and a beacon-light of 
guidance to our anaemic, fumbling politics, caught in the seething bog of jobbery, 
corruption, self-indulgence and self-aggrandisement. 

As the reaction of the great Lala Lajpat Rai to the lathi blows, which fell 
on him, when he was leading at Lahore the historic boycott demonstration against 
the Simon Commission, divulged prominently the most remarkable trait in his 
character—he strove thereafter with unprecedented vim to make those blows 
really the last nails in the coffin of the British Empire—so the reaction of the 
great Baba Kharak Singh to the humiliation of his co-prisoners in the Dera 
Ghazi Khan Jail brought into bold relief the rapier-like sharp, steely facet of his 
personality. He shed all garments except his Kachha (underwear) and vowed to 
go without them until the headgears of his friends were restored to them. The 
Akalis received back their black turbans, but the Hindus did not get back their 
white caps. So the Baba’s satyagraha continued—and it continued for four and 
a half years ! Those four and a half years were full of not only the torments of 
relentless season and capricious weather but also of the scourages of irate author¬ 
ity. But Baba Kharak Singh’s spirit was up in arms. And when the spirit is 
steeled, the flesh is strengthened. Then the teaching of Gita prevails. The 
brave fight put up by Baba Kharak Singh on behalf of the white cap—which was 
then a symbol of purity and proletarianism—was the most refreshing and convin¬ 
cing indication of the fact that the great national leader stood for the establish¬ 
ment of spotless democracy. He must be a man of insufferable brazen¬ 
facedness and limitless audacity who can assert today, that Baba Kharak Singh s 
dream of the liberated masses, themselves running their affairs in their own 
intr >ests, has crystallized. Pungent fumes are emanating from the crucible of our 
political and social life which is bubbling with stirred evils. Not until the 
system of exploitation is ended and social justice established will that crystal-pure 
society emerge which, thanks to our faults, failings and loibles, still remains a 
thing of the dreamland for the oldest and most venerable of our leaders. His 
fondest wish as a grateful people we should not have permitted to remain 
unfulfilled. The mere compilation of an Abhinandan Granth is a very feeble 
expression of our gratitude. If we want to express it effectively, we should strive 
sincerely and ceaselessly to adorn the last stages of the warrior-pilgrim’s journey 
with his long cherished dream clothed in reality. 
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THE LIVING MONUMENT THAT INSPIRES 

By Hashoo Kewal Ratnani, former President of London Majlis; former 
youth leader of Sind and author of “PAKISTAN X-RAYED’ 9 , 
under which heading he also ivrites a iveekly syndicated feature 

<^r[T was humiliating to have been born as a subject people ; but it was thrilling 
^v) to have fought the way to Freedom. Thrilling it was to feel that real 
history was being made in our times and that an ancient people were being 
reborn as a new nation. No less thrilling was the thought that out of a humbled 
and suppressed people, giants were rising to shake a century of slavery to its 
foundations. 

In those early chapters of the history that is now the heritage of the entire 
nation, Baba Kharak Singh’s name gave a new romantic, allure to the Land of the 
Five Rivers, and also to the great Sikh people whose warrior blood was now 
athirst for Freedom. The rest of India heard the name with a thrill. It had a 
twang that made one feel that the Jallianwala Bagh martyrs had sprung back into 
life to continue the battle. 

The writer was not yet in his teens at that time. But even as a child, 
he shared the ihrill like many other boys who wanted to grow up in a feeling of 
pride and faith. Names inspired the rising generation to catch the spirit of the 
times. Names had their meaning. Even the twang of each name warmed the 
blood and presented a distinct, mental picture of its own. 

For some, one felt a sense of deep reverence and even awe as if one 
were in the presence of God Himself; for some others, an intimate sense of 
personal possession and affection ; for some, a distant feeling of respect and 
admiration ; for some others, even without seeing them, a feeling of elation that 
the nation had found a bomb, albeit, a non-violent bomb that could be hurled in 
return for the British bullets. 

Thus, Gandhi meant Bapu, fountain of all virtue, the father who 
sheltered you but somehow far too lofty for your human impulses and trendies ; 
Jawahar meant Diamond, undoubtedly a resplendant diamond that you could 
call your own and refuse to part with even if sometimes you got bored with it; 
Subhas meant an atom bomb in those pre-atomic days, and Ghaffar made you 
feel safe and strong ; Kharak of the Punjab really had the twang of a shining 
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sword that accompanied the great Sikh Sardar in this non-violent upheaval of an 
ancient and proud people. He made you feel non-violent but extraordinarily 
militant. 

. Militancy was the key-note of life in the other India that is now West 
akistan. r Th‘ ,L is perhaps the reason why it was conquered by the British 
' ° y ’ ^ J ’ " wor d it was conquered, and by sword it was kept down. As 
see s of slavery took roots, that very native sword was used to crush the 
spirit of freedom and to set people against people. Money also flowed to 
sow seeds o. communal hate and to keep the people divided and confused. The 
ari.jr spirit of the people was turned against the people to keep them subdued, 
e occupying power had its mercenary agents everywhere. But the spirit of 
-reedom never died. Giants kept arising to fling the challenge. The challenge 
was met with bullets. 

^ was *^eie, in Jallianwala Bagh, the Garden of the Immortals, that 
£ e blood 0i the Hindus and Muslims and of the Sikhs mingled into a fountain 
of Freedom. It sprouted red and angry, but it had the inherent dignity of our 
people. And their unity, imperishable unity that was the deadliest weapon 
against the foreign ruler. This unity could be torn asunder, now and again, 
i ere and there, for some time by communal riots, and now by a man-made 
border. But as long as there is a spark of freedom, and fight for freedom, here 
or there, no man-made subterfuge can destroy that imperishable unity of our 

P °Pspecially of the people of the Land that has no meaning without its Five 
Rivers. 


Out of that blood-red fountain, rose Baba Kharak Singh as the 
monument ot our freedom, and of our Unity. The monument still lives, and 
inspires, and it should never cease to inspire the ideals that gave a meaning to our 
ig t for freedom. So many fought and died, and so many are living to continue 
the fight so that the pride of being a free and united people may be our gift to 
the next generation. 

Ours was a partitioned freedom because the seeds of slavery had gone 
much too deep in our being, and we blundered just when we should have been 
wide awake and remained loyal to the blood of the Jallianwala martyrs, Hindus, 
Muslims and Sikhs. Because we failed them, we failed ourselves and those 
whom we adored as monuments of our freedom and unity. 
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Thus it was that Gandhi died so that others may live secularly safe and 
proud ; Ghaffar, the Other Gandhi, went in a prison which is only a part of the 
bigger prison so that the faith of his people, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs, may 
not break under the impact of the new illusion ; Kharak Singh, who deserved the 
pride of freedom in his own hometown, over there, had to accept banishment as 
the reward for the battles he had fought against the foreign enslaver. The 
martyrdom of these men is a living challenge to the divided people of this sub¬ 
continent. 

In the evening of his life, old and infirm, free from the bustle of current 
politics, Baba Kharak Singh continues to be an inspiring monument of freedom 
and unity in the capital of the India that has to continue the larger battle for our 
unfulfilled tasks. The monument cannot cease to inspire those who see in 
Freedom a long and challenging process of life and creation, of greater under¬ 
standing and resoluteness, of peace and justice for all, of loyalty, abiding loyalty 
to the blood of the Jallianwala martyrs, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. 

For the displaced persons from the other India that lies across the border 
as much as for those who did not experience the horror of being displaced on the 
morrow of freedom, Baba Sahib has a message of challenge to their honour and 
self-respect. I'or the former, the living martyrs of freedom, a message of rebirth 
and rededication to the ideals for which they have paid the highest price ; for ihc 
latter, the undisplaced, a message of understanding and comradeship in the 
journey that lies ahead. 

The very task of rehabilitating the displaced, materially and psychologi¬ 
cally, puts to test the texture of our freedom, the sort of freedom that we want to 
build up. It has also its larger significance in terms of the undisplaced, most of 
whom have never been properly placed even in their ancestral land. Above all, 
the psychological rehabilitation, despite the gushing wound of the partition, 
should be the guarantee that we can save the fabric of our society from all un¬ 
secular tensions which are the greatest peril in our path. Many of those who 
lost their homes over there may have also lost their secular heads ; to nurse 
them and to restore to them our traditional faith in Man and peaceful ways of 
life : that is the crux of rehabilitation. 

I met Baba Kharak Singh first only last year. Strangely, it was in con¬ 
nection with some refugees, who were being evicted from near the site chosen for 
Gandhiji’s monument. Some of the refugees were on hunger-strike outside 
Gandhiji’s samidhi in Rajghat ; but even as they were wielding the Candida 
weapon, they were sore and embittered about the wav these monuments of an 


amputated freedom were being shoved about so that the nation may be presented 
with an imposing monument in honour of the departed Mahatma. May be, the 
authorities could not help evicting them ; may be, some local politics were involved 
in the agitation ; but the manner in which the crisis had been allowed to culminate 
in this sact spectacle outside the samadhi and the great suffering it caused to 
hundreds of refugees, men, women and children, was deplorable. 

This seems to be the law of nations, when they start forgetting them¬ 
selves. When the rhythm of a national movement slows down, and the sudden 
elevation of a few coarsens the older valuation, and the sense of unfulfilled destiny 
begins to ebb away, there is complacency, sickening complacency. It is then that 
imposing monuments are artistically conceived, and much care and expense go 
in erecting these monuments not only over the ashes of the departed martyrs but 
also over the ashes of their ideals. This tyranny of monuments breeds cynicism 
and irreverence. Men lose their faith in Man and peaceful ways. It is the 
storm signal for a nascent democracy. 

Baba Kharak Singh had taken up this particular issue for peaceful solu¬ 
tion. Though his intervention with the authorities did not succeed in averting 
the eviction, his intercession with the refugees did give a peaceful turn to the 
situation. Baba Sahib was rather confused by this strange phenomenon that he 
was witnessing in the evening of his life. As I was thinking of the tyranny of 
stone monuments, I was glad that Baba Kharak Singh himself was a living monu¬ 
ment that had not ceased to inspire his uprooted compatriots with the inherent 
dignity of the ideals for which such terrible price had to be paid. 

To have been living martyrs, dead men on furlough, so that the freedom 
that has been achieved could be consolidated, to forget the worst elements of the 
past and to remember the best, to walk the earth with pride though sudden 
destitution may have struck oneself, to live in hope and to work with a sense of 
rebirth to die as an exile but not as a self-condemned exile, to be true to the 
best that was in us because it was the best in the life of our nation, to be loyal 
to the blood of the Jallianwala Bagh martyrs, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs—these 
are the ideals that Baba Kharak ‘Singh, the living monument of an uprooted 
humanity, inspires in his people. These and many other ideals as the uprooted 
take their roots and face the world with confidence. 

For the undisplaced, it is a message of understanding and comradeship, 
of the great adventure that lies ahead, of new life and new dedication, of a new 
nation that has found its life through united pursuit. 
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A RARE GEM OF HUMANITY 

By Sdrdar Lai Singh, M.P. 

^Tjf) ABA Kharak Singh is one of those rare gems of humanity in whom all decent 
people, irrespective of caste, creed or colour or even political ideology, can 
take legitimate pride. 

Born of an aristocratic family of Sialkot (now in Pakistan), possessing 
sufficient financial resources for personal enjoyment, but in response to inner 
urge to protect the honour of his community and his country, atonce plunging 
heart and soul into the arena in utter disregard of consequences, first in religious 
struggle to free sacred Sikh Gurdwaras from evil influence and then in political 
struggle for the freedom of the country, unmindful of any amount of physical 
torture during two decades of jail life, briefly sum up the life history of this great 
patriot and a noble soul. 

His high moral character, boundless enthusiasm, dauntless courage, match¬ 
less sacrifice and rock-like determination and perseverance, even in the face of 
torture and suffering in any noble cause, cannot but serve as a source of inspiration 
and a beacon light to those not similarly endowed by nature with such virtues. 

May Providence grant many more years of useful life to Baba Ji, and may 
He give to India many more of such patriots and selfless workers of high mo; al 
calibre, in these precarious days of our motherland, is the earnest prayer of a 
humble person like me. 
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AN UNCOMPROMISING HERO 

By Shri Gobindram Hassaram, Vice-President, Sindh Central Panchayat 

Q2NGLAND had come out victorious in the World War I. English people were 
intoxicated and the power had gone into their heads. General Dyer mas¬ 
sacred ruthlessly, the unarmed men, women and children holding a peaceful 
meeting in an enclosure, the Jallianwala Bagh—at Amritsar. A wave of indigna¬ 
tion at the brutalities practised in Amritsar and other towns of the Punjab swept 
the length and breadth of the country. Mahatma Gandhi, once a staunch believer 
in the sense of justice of the Britishers, received a rude shock and declared his 
determination to free India from the shackles of British Imperialism—an herculean 
task indeed. Many valiant fighters emerged from their seclusion of comfort and 
rest. Baba Kharak Singh shall ever remain a shining star in the firmament of 
Independence for India Others may enter into compromises, but Baba Kharak 
Singh believed in complete expulsion of British from his motherland — no com¬ 
promise on this fundamental principle. 

The agitation to free Sikh Gurdwaras from the control of British rulers 
soon found Baba Ji at the helm of affairs. The right to wear and carry kirpan 
by Sikhs was an essential incidental demand. 

1 he advocates of non-violence could hardly reconcile this demand with the 
principle of non-violence. But such non-believers were soon disillusioned when 
Brit ish resorted to brutal methods of repression to provoke the Sikhs to violence 
ir Guru Ka Bagh. The Sikhs are disciplined soldiers in a fight with unshakeable 
determination to follow the path determined by their leaders. They suffered with 
admirable patience, the brutal onslaughts of police causing physical sufferings, 
humiliation and insults, but remained true to their vow of non-violence. None 
of these crave and valiant fighters wavered ; none asked for quarter—Britishers 
stopped repression from mere exhaustion and sued for peace. The parleys con¬ 
ducted with Baba Kharak Singh proved the Baba to be an iron man of the country 
—all honour to Baba Kharak Singh. 

’ have met Baba Ji on several occasions in Delhi in the past five years 
and J nave been deeply impressed by the nobility of his character and the 
sublimity of his high principles. 

May the Divine Providence spare our beloved Baba Ji for many more 
yt.ir* so that we all may continue to derive inspiration and courage from his life 
In serve our motherland and humanity. 
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Shri Gobindram Hassaram, Vice President, Sind Central Panchayat, garlanding Baba Kharak Singh on his 85th birthday. 


misr^ 




! 


Baba Kharak Singh speaking on 
microphone on his 82nd birthday 
celebrated on June 6, 1949. 



MESSAGES OF GOODWILL 

The following messages, on the occasion of the publication of the 
Abhinandan Granth, have been received : 

x. Dr. K. A. Hamied, J.P., M.L.C. (Bombay) and Sheriff of 
Bombay, says : 

“BABA Kharak Singh’s personality is well known not only among 
the Sikh community but throughout the whole nation in India. The 
prominent part played by him in the fight for freedom has been a 
source of strength and inspiration for all the communities of India. 

Baba Kharak Singh is one of those citizens in whom Mahatma 
Gandhi had fullest trust and confidence. His life should indeed be a 
lesson for others to follow. What our country and the various 
communities living in it urgently need is more men ol the cabbre of 
Baba Kharak Singh.” 

2. Shri Sham Nath M. A., LL.B. President, Delhi Municipal Com¬ 
mittee says : 

“BABA Kharak Singh is one of our oldest and respected leaders 
who has served his country during the last 50 years with a zeal and 
selflessness really worthy of a great patriot like him. His services will 
ever be remembered and generations to come will bow their heads in 
reverence to him. May this veteran and respected leader have many 
more returns of this day !” 

3. Shri U. A. Basrurker, Vice-President, New Delhi Municipal 
Committee, says : 

“lam only an humble worker trying to tread the path shown by 
our beloved leader and stumbling and getting up and again stumbling. 

Baba Kharak Singh is such a moral giant—and we have so few in 
our country these days— that in the years to come when every one else 
is forgotten, he will still be remembered with reverence and affection. 
We are not even fit to touch his feet. What more can a person say ?’ 

4. Her Highness Rajmata Kamlendumati Shah, M.P., of! ehri- 
Garhwal says : 

“I pray that God may spare Babaji to us tor many years to come, 
to set an example of a life of service and sacrifice to the world.” 
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Baba Ji Speaks to the Nation 

In the following pages some speeches and 
statements made by Baba Kharak Singh, 
from time to time, on various topics are 
printed.' The readers will have the pleasure 
and privilege of enjoying Baba Ji’s direct 
messages on various crucial matters. It is 
not possible to publish all his speeches, but 
only a few select ones in this volume. 

We are sure the readers will draw inspiration. 


Editor 
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THE MISSION OF GURU GOBIND SINGH 

(Statement issued by Baba Kharak Singh on the birthday anniversary of Shri 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji Maharaj, on 26th December, 1949) 

“ On the auspicious occasion of the birthday of Shri Guru Gobind Singh 
Ji Maharaj, I send my heartiest greetings to Sikhs all over the country. 

The part Shri Gun/ Gobind Singh has played in the spiritual, cultural, 
social and political h'te of India is so glorious and important that every patriotic 
Indian owes a debt of sincere gratitude to the Great Guru. The Guru had no 
malice against any particular community or religion. He wanted to assert that 
truth could not be vanquished by any amount of repression. Truth must triumph 
eventually. To this end the Guru fought many battles and had to sacrifice even 
his dearest ones. The greatest contribution of Guru Gobind Singh towards the 
solidarity of Indian nationalism is that he abolished all kinds of distinction and 
established instead a society wherein all had the equality of opportunity irrespec¬ 
tive of caste, creed, or religion. 

India today is passing through a critical period and the life of Guru 
Gobind Singh is a beacon light to guide the Indian nation to steer clear oi all the 
impediments that may try to block its way towards the achievement of high ideals, 
taught by our Gurus and sages. 

Let us concentrate on the preservation and consolidation oi our internal 
resources and desist from doing anything which may retard the progress of our 
nation. Let every Indian be prepared to sacrifice his personal ego to enhance the 
prestige of the Nation. Therein lies the common good of us all. That is the 
supreme lesson we have to learn from the life of Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. 

The Sikhs must rise to the occasion and try to live up to the high ideals 
taught by the Great Guru and be the pioneers in the task of nation-building.' 
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THE INAUGURATION OF THE INDIAN REPUBLIC 

(Statement issued by Baba Kharak Singh on 26th January, 1950, on the 
inauguration of the Republic of India) 

greet the whole n ^ inauguration of the Republic of India I heartily 

fnt!^ His blessings on the 

that we ^ ep * J ^ >IlC 1S a thing and the supreme lesson we all have to learn is 

+ T J mUSt mculcate the spirit of tolerance and broad-mindedness. AH citizens 
o- India must have equality of opportunity irrespective of caste, creed or relimon. 

f. US bear m mind th at the preservation of freedom is more important than its 
achievement. If we do not wish our motherland to meet the same fate which 
as n.et or if we do not wish chaos and confusion to prevail in our country 
we must strive to strengthen our national Government and preserve our internal 
resources, lhat alone can save us from the impending disaster which is 
threatening the present civilisation. Let all political parties compose their 
differences and muster strong under one National Flag of India’s Republic and 
work m unison to show to the world outside that we Indians are capable enough 
to manage our own affairs. 

r ,, P ki.T^asa Sikh I must say that the conception of Republic was first 

o ail C onc ei ved in India by the .Sikh Gurus and they worked all their lives to 

d /!• ECtU t ng ' The institution of the Khalsn is a living embodiment of the 

haTrealiTed W !l lcla th f Ioth Guru brought into being. I am glad India 

we Sha! H y ' ° f the Great Gurus and 1 ho P e and pray that hereafter 

e shall discard all distinctions whether political, social or racial. 

have suffered? d mUSt P * V h ° magC 4 ° the mem0ry of a11 those who 

and died in the service of Mia and by whose untiring efforts we 

rejoictogs/’^ 0 WltDeSS th,S great da ¥ of our political liberation and national 
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On 26th December 1949, a public Durbar was held to celebrate Guru Gobind 
Singh’s birthday. Baba Kharak Singh presided Pandit Nehru is speaking 
6 rhe life of the Great Guru. 
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THE HERITAGE OF INDIA 




(Speech delivered by Baba Kharak Singh on the occasion of his 84th Birthday, 
Celebrated on 10th June 51, at the Ramlila Grounds, Delhi, where the 
Prime Minister presented to Baba Ji a Shield of Honour) 

“Mr. President, Sisters and Brothers : I am deeply grateful to you all for 
the honour you have done me on my 84th birthday. I am very much moved by the 
honour done, and the sentiments expressed, by my worthy friend and our great 
Prime Minister, Shriman Pandit Jawaharlal Ji Nehru. I have no desire to say 
much on this occasion except give expression to a few feelings I have at the 
moment. 


r. I have always felt^that India has a great heritage ot the past culture 
and civilisation built by our great men. At this critical moment when chaos 
and gloom are threatening the world the Indian people have a great mission to 
discharge. Let them show to the world by their high thinking and simple living 
that truth alone can make rich and great. Diplomacy and the ways ot 
modern politicians are only dragging humanity into ruination. Violence and iraud 
cannot win. Eventually truth must triumph. I am sure our great Prime Minister 
will enhance the credit of India in the international sphere. We do not wish 
to attack any country or kick up any trouble with any one but if our freedom is 
endangered by the nefarious activities of those who are out to use us as pawns 
in their game of political-chess, I must say that India shall smash all such evil 
designs. We are all behind our Prime Minister on the stand he has taken v ith 
regard to Kashmir and other issues vitally concerning the prestige and honour ot 
India. 

2. Though India has become free from foreign domination yet i tool the 
nation has not reached the target it set before it. The lot of the common man 
is far from being happy. Though our Government has been trying to do all it 
could to improve the situation yet it is an irony of fate that the lot of the Indian 
people is not what it was expected to be before freedom was achieved. I would, 
therefore, strongly appeal to Pandit Nehru and his Government to put into effect 
some tangible schemes whereby the common man in India maj have more food, 
better clothing and cleaner and stronger shelter I here is plenty ot potential 
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wealth in our country. It needs only proper tapping of the natural resources in 
which our motherland so richly abounds. 

3. Though quite a large number of displaced persons have been 
rehabilitated yet a considerable number is still in distress. I would appeal to 
the Indian people and the National Government to leave no stone unturned in 
their way of giving proper relief to millions of those unfortunate ones who have 
suffered by the partition of the country. It is our moral duty to help them. 

4. I am an internationalist. I believe in the Supreme Fatherhood of 
God and sublime Brotherhood of Man. I wish to see all mankind happy and 

free. 

I have tried to serve my country and my beloved Panth by doing whatever 
humble service the Almighty enabled me to render and I assure my people that 
until I breathe my last the idea of seeing India at the climax shall be supermost 
in my mind. That is the only desire left in my heart. 

I thank you once again and pray to the Almighty to give more courage 
and strength to my people so that they may serve mankind with greater zeal, 
stronger conviction and nobler ideals.” 







THE PROBLEMS BEFORE US 


(Speech delivered in reply to an address presented to Baba Kharak Singh 
by the citizens of Delhi to celebrate his 85th birthday on 20th June, 1952, at the 
Hotel Imperial, New Delhi, where the President and the Prime Minister were 
present). 

4t Friends, 

I am greatly thankful to you for the honour you have done me and the 
sentiments you have expressed. Whatever little I have done for my country and 
my people is all due to the grace and benevolence of the Almighty. I have 
always depended on Providence and my Great Gurus for guidance and through 
their grace I have always believed in myself with confidence and cheer. I believe 
that only men of character can serve their country and mankind. What we need 
today is the cultivation of high ideals of selfless service and examplary character. 

I am very thankful to our Rasfitrapati, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, for the kind 
sentiments he has expressed about me and I am also grateful to my old friend 
and our worthy Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, for the honour he has 
been doing me from time to time. 

I am really grateful to the Almighty Lord that he has been very kind to 
me as it was my earnest desire to see my country liberated from foreign domination 
during my life time. Now when the foreigners have gone we have got greater 
responsibility to discharge. There are many factors which are at work against 
our country and I wish to warn my countrymen against them. I know that there 
are many shortcomings in our people but one thing we must not forget that the 
present Government, whether we like it or not, is the elected Government ot our 
own choice. It is, therefore, incumbent on us all to support it. Those who 
wish to effect certain reforms have every right to do so but they must proceed 
constitutionally. We must not resort to violence against our own Government. 
That will create lawlessness and the most dangerous thing that can befall a people 
is anarchy. Let us all beware of it. I also appeal to my friends in the Govern¬ 
ment to put into effect certain constructive schemes whereby the lot of the 
man may be considerably improved, for freedom has no meaning if the common 
man is not free from want. Let us also not forget that we have got an onerous 
duty towards those unfortunate millions who have been uprooted by the partition 
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of the country. To rehabilitate the refugees is the paramount duty of our Govern¬ 
ment and I am sure Pandit Nehru and his colleagues will do all they can to satisfy 
the legitimate demands of refugees. 

There are talks of War. I do not believe war can do any good. India 
has always stood for peace and it is the policy of our Government to remain 
neutral We do not wish to attack any country nor do we wish to be enslaved 
by any foreign power. We do not believe in aggression, but we shall resist with 
all our might whosoever dares to cast an evil or covetous eye at our beloved 
motherland. Let us keep ourselves ready to defend our motherland whenever an 
emergency arises. 

I once again thank you all and have to appeal to you to cultivate high 
character, firm faith and strong determination. These are the qualities which 
are needed today to preserve our hard-won freedom.” 
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Baba Kharak Singh performing Yogic feats at the age of 68. 
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ttuba V hiirak Singh performing Yogic feats at the age of 68. 


WON' 



A LESSON FROM GURU NANAKS LIFE 


(On the Birthday Anniversary of Shri Guru Nanak Dev, Baba Kharak Singh, 


issued the following message on 20th November 1953)* 


“On the auspicious birthday of Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, I send my 
felicitations to Sikhs all over the country. 

“Guru Nanak was a great apostle of equality, liberty, peace, universal 
brotherhood and equity. “There is one God who is the Father of all mankind 
and as such the whole human race is one family. All are equal partners in the 
Bounties of the Lord and all distinctions of colour, caste, creed or race are born 
of ignorance. A man is to be judged not by his birth but by his actions 
Thus declared the great Guru. 

“In my opinion, Guru Nanak was the first great man who preached 
socialistic doctrines in India. He not only preached the gospel but by his 
actions proved that he was the greatest harbinger of equality and universal love. 

“The modern world tom by hatred and violence needs much to learn 
from the teachings of Guru Nanak, if we have to save our civilisation. 

“The Sikhs have a special duty to perform in the modem times. Let 
the Sikhs rise above all parochial and communal considerations and give a lead 
to their countrymen. Let them render selfless service to the entire mankind 
and thus establish the superiority of their religion. There is no virtue greater 
than the service of mankind, and there is no higher philosophy than the doctrine 
of love. Let us resolve on this auspicious day to follow in the footsteps ct 
Guru Nanak. That alone will bring peace on earth.” 
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THE 

WINNER OF INDIA'S FIRST DECISIVE 
BATTLE FOR FREEDOM 


I 

* 


Being the biographical sketch of Baba Kharak Singh 

by 

Sardar Santokh Singh Vidyarthi 
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Baba Kharak Singh with Sardar Santokh Singh Vidyarthl, author of Baba Ji s 

Biographical Sketch, 
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INTRODUCTORY 

THE SEARCH AFTER THE GREAT 

T is natural to believe in great men. Nature seems to exist fc r 

the excellent. The world is upheld by the veracity of good men ; they 
make the earth wholesome. They who lived with them found life glad 
and nutritious. Life is sweet and tolerable only in our belief in such society > and 
actually, or ideally we manage to live with superiors. We call our children and 
our lands by their names. Their names are wrought into the verbs of language, 
their works and effigies are in our houses, and every circumstance oi the day 

recalls an anecdote of them . Our religion is the love and cherish int, 

of these patrons.” Thus writes the world famous Ralph Waldo Emerson, t e 
American philosopher, poet ai 4 sage of the last century, in his celebrated treatise 
on “ Representative Men. 


Emerson further on writes : " The search after the great is the dream o 

youth, and the most serious occupation of manhood.” In my school days 

read a lot about the great men of history and it was my great desire to actually 
meet some one who was truly great while living. As luck would have it, 
Mahatma Gandhi started the non-violent non-cooperation movement in 1920. 
The Sikhs were seriously thinking to join the movement. A historic session 
of the Central Sikh League was being held in Lahore on 20th October, 1920, 
under the Presidentship of Baba Kharak Singh. Gandhiji went to Lahoie along 
with Ali Brothers and Dr. Kitchlew to participate in the deliberations of the Sikh 
League. I was then studying in the Medical College at Lahore. On the 
morning of 20th October, Gandhiji addressed a huge meeting of students anJ 
exhorted them to leave colleges and join his movement so as to liberate India liom 
the yoke of Britishers who had sucked India's blood for a very long time, lbs 
speech was heard with rapt attention and great enthusiasm prevailed amongst the 
audience. But alas ! none from amongst the student community rase up to 
respond to Gandhiji’s call. I was deeply impressed by Gandhiji s appeal and got 
up to express my views. M I am a professional student ai)d after passing the 
Examination, I do not intend to take service under the British Government. 

I will* devote my services for the benefit of my country. 1 hereupon, 
Gandhiji replied : 4t No, in the present struggle for the freedom of the country 
you must leave the college and join us. ,# M All right; I am prepared to obey 
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your behest, but I must take the nermrcci^ , r 

; , .. „ T , , . permissIon of my parents before I finally decide 

to leave the college, I humbly submitted to Gandhiji. "No No in th 1 A 

sansram (battle) that we are launching for the liberation of our mo.he.tld V ou 

need no, care to take the permission of your parents." replied Gandhiji. " WT 
I am a Sikh and in the evenma tk^ • , , . J * well > 

League wherein the resolutin & f g ° mg ^ 3 blg Session of the Sikh 

o’ii L n non-cooperation is likely to be moved If fhf> 

S, hs pass the resolution, I promise you that I will there and Jn dedare 1 
ntenttonsand leaye theeollege.” To this. Gandhiji gladly agreed. I went to 

Bmdtul HM°t °C' he Sikh Leas ” held °" 2 ° th October, , 9 ao. in the 
wasinde 1 3 ' Lah0re \ under the presidentship of Baba Kharak Singh Ji. It 
as indeed a great occasion, the like of which I had never witnessed before. The 

presidential speech dehvered by Baba Kharak Singh created a great stir amongst 
the audience and it looked as if the whole Sikh community was up in harness to 
revolt against the British Government. After the observance of certain formalities 
the resolution on non-cooperation was passed. Thereafter I was introduced to 
he audienceby DnSatf-ud-Din Kitchlew. who told the House of my intentions 
o leave the Medical College m response to the resolution of non-cooperation 
passe y the Central Sikh League. I solemnly pledged to serve the nation 
a d the country and placed my services at the disposal of my superiors. 

school c\ Had wf ° f Baba Kharak Sin §h from my parents during my 

used to sav ***** *** h ‘ §h ° f Baba V s character. My father 

Sialkot who never tdk a^iT^ Kh3Klk Smgh in our BradaB - (caste) in 
n , ‘ a whose character is held in very high esteem bv 

all. My fa,he, used to tell .many gre#f tWngs about Baba Kharak 3. , s 

personal character. When I k*A +k^ i r ^ # 

of the Central Sikh League at Lahore 7 V 7 m “ tm§ Baba Ji in the *« si o n 

embodimentofwhatmyf a , h „.^d „'J^rh f ' ”* ^ 5 

, ... / L T 61 told me but he was far greater in many respects. 

was deeply oppressed by Baba Ji s outspokenness, fearlessness and above aU his 
transparent sincerity. Since that day 1 have been captivated by the sublime 
personality of Baba Kharak Smgh. In heart of my heart. I decided to serve the 

~ fulfilled —«— 

Sm« Octtte ,„o «U ,he day of writing the present sketch, it is a long 
33 years and I deem myself very lucky as I have had the privilege of 
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sitting at the feet of this grand old man of India whose life is a living example 
of goodness and superb character. 

What I Owe To Baba Kharak Singh ? 

The life story of Baba Kharak Singh is a long affair and requires volumes 
to describe the various aspects of his private and public life. The nation owes 
many things to this selfless hero who sacrificed his all for the freedom of India 
and whose services for the uplift of Indian masses are indeed splendid. But my 
ties with Baba Kharak Singh are more of a spiritual nature than of a political 
kind. No doubt, I have learnt many a lesson of patriotism f rom this valiant 
fighter and under his influence and guidance many a youth has rendered valuable 
services to the country. But my real debt of gratitude that I owe to Baba Ji, ;s 
that he brought me back to the fold of the Gurus. From October 1920 to 
March 1922, I went on lecturing through the length and breadth of the Punjab on 
various political problems and vehemently exhorted the audience to boycott the 
British institutions and storm jails so as to oust the foreigners from India I lo^ r 
all touch with holy men who used to teach me high principles ot morality and 
devout faith in my Gurus and religion. During these two years I became 
sceptical of moral and religious values. I went to Dera Ghazi Khan Jail, as a 
political prisoner, sentenced to undergo three years rigorous imprisonment. 
There was Baba Kharak Singh in the same jail. I started a vigorous study of 
politics and sociology. Being a Special Glass prisoner, I was entitled to certain 
privileges. I gladly relinquished all other privileges and requested the jail 
authorities to give me the books 1 wanted to read. I had a good stock of 
books that 1 kept on piling during the two years before I was sent to 
jail. The authorities were good enough to give me all the books 1 
asked for from my people outside the jail. Day and night I would read great 
authors on politics and this went on for several months. After some tunc I 
found that there was some lacuna created in my mental and spiritual set-up. The 
religious fervour that I had cultivated in my childhood and school days had 
dimmed and life began to look gloomy. The future held no hope and the world 
seemed to come to an end. One day I politely mentioned my mental plight to 
Baba Kharak Singh in the jail barrack, where we all were lodged together. He 
had bhen watching my movements with great interest and he knew well that I 
was drifting towards wrong ends, He advised me to start afresh the stud' ot 
Sikh scriptures. I had made many readings of the Holy Guru G ranch &hib in 
my school days. I followed Baba Kharak Singh's advice and started to read the 
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scriptures again. It took me four months to complete the study of Gurus' Bani. 
At the end of this period, I became a little brighter and enlightened in my 
spiritual outlook. Then again Baba Kharak Singh advised me to study the Sikh 
history, particularl y the lives of those Sikh martyrs who had sacrificed their lives 
for the Frith. New vistas of faith, courage, hope and self-confidence opened 
before my mind and I found that I had missed a great treasure which was hidden 
m the religion of the Gurus. My every day meetings and discussions with Baba 
Knarak Singh in the jail convinced me that to properly serve one’s country and 
nation one must have faith in God and cultivate a high character. But high 
character could not be nurtured without faith in God and those who lacked both 
-•..'..h and character could not stand the final test. This conviction entirely 
changed me and thereafter I became a different person. This is the most 
important good I have achieved from the ennobling company of Baba Kharak 
Singh and because of it I am indebted to him all my life. So my allegiance to 
Baba Ji is more on a spiritual score than on any political or social grounds. 


Why this Abhinandan Granth ? 

Some of my friends who have an intellectual bent of mind and possess 
some literary attainments have posed the question : “Why write and present an 
Abhinandan Granth to Baba Kharak Singh who is neither a great philosopher nor 
a famous writer ? M 


Well, I reply 
Emerson :— 


to my friends in the following immortal words of the 


Great 


‘ All literature writes the character of the wise man ” and then again, 

" Conver8e with a mind that is grandly simple, and literature looks 
like word-catching.” 

The proper function of literature is to depict the life of a sage who gives 
to the world practical philosophy by his day-to-day living. Now-a-days, we find 
man y a Plato who transcends all bounds of high thinking and tall philosophy, 
but we seldom come across a Socrates who can live up to his convictions and 
drmk Hemlock cheerfully for the sake of truth. It is one thing to propound a 
doctrine, but it is quite a different thing to live up to that philosophy. It is one 
ying to believe but quite another thing to live up to one’s convictions. “ Character 
yiigher than intellect”, has been well said by the sage of Concord. A philoso- 
p cr can propound a philosophy, but a sage lives up to that philosophy. A 
• rnker brings out a doctrine, but the wise man acts on it. A writer narrates a 
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story, but the practical man is the real hero behind the story. Let us, therefore, 
pay greater regard to those heroes who have lived up to their convictions and 
thereby have established the truth of that philosophy. 

After all is said and done our greatest problem is the problem of life. “Life 
is a succession of lessons which must be lived to be understood.” Well, I have 
found in Baba Kharak Singh the man who has actually lived the life and has 
proved to the world that truth is what you can live up to. He has lived a 
life of heroism, chivalry, privations, hardships and above all a life which is truly 
spotless and noble. To quote Baba Kharak Singh himself : — 

“ Friends, let me tell you that the greatest asset that a nation can 
have is character. It is the collective character of the people which 
enables a nation to rise in the scale. No favourable circumstance can 
ever ‘repair or compensate a defect of character.’ It has been rightly 
said by a great man, ‘it is the men of character who are the conscience 
of the Society to which they belong.’ Let all Indians, men and women, 
adults and children, statesmen and politicians, public leaders and 
business magnates, develop real character. Then alone can we rightly 
safeguard the interests of our nation and preserve the freedom we have 
so dearly won.” 

“ I also believe that the world needs direction towards righteous 
ness and true living. Our Great Gurus, sages, Prophets and Rishis 
have shown the way and I believe India can lead the world in this 
behalf This modern world torn by hatred and violence can be saved 
only by following the precepts taught by our great Gurus and Prophets. 
There is no power higher or stronger than the power of Truth We 
must stick to Truth and live it in our every day life. Politicians and 
Diplomats cannot save the present civilisation which is heading towards 
disaster. It is ike men of character and high scruples who aion.- can 
save humanity and deliver the goods.” 

Baba Kharak Singh is a great patriot who has served the nation for about 
half a century and by his heroic deeds he taught us all that those who 

wish to serve their country and mankind must be P*<?i>ared to undergo all hard¬ 
ships. The part Baba Ji has played in the Indian struggle freedom is indeed 
important and forms a glorious chapter of India's national hisi ^y. 

Our most respected leader, Mahatma Gandhi, rightly a -scribed Balia 
Kharak Singh as “ the winner of India's first decisive battle for treedoi- - wh n 

*>< 


Mahatmaji sent his congratulations to Baba Ji on his release from jail in January, 
1922, after winning the famous Morcha of the Keys of Darbar Sahib, Amritsar. 

Our Rashtrapati, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, has very aptly described Baba Ji 
as “ a person who adds dignity to the community and the nation to which he 
belongs.” According to Dr. Rajendra Prasad, “the life of Baba Kharak Singh is 
an eloquent sermon in the service of the nation and humanity.” 

In the words of our worthy Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
“ Baba Kharak Singh’s record of honesty and integrity could not be easily 
equalled. He is one of those stalwarts who have fought in the vanguard of the 
battle for India’s freedom.” 

With about 15 political convictions to his credit and having spent about 
20 years in jail for India’s freedom, Baba Kharak Singh has set an examplary 
record and has taught the world that real patriotism means sacrifice and true 
service to the people cannot be rendered without undergoing hardships. 

Baba Ji is an institution in himself and, according to Pandit Nehru, “Baba 
Kharak Singh stands like a beacon light to others to draw courage and inspiration 
from his noble example.” 

It has been rightly said by Longfellow : —" Lives of great men all remind 
us, we can make our lives sublime.” To inculcate the sublime ideals of selfless 
service, indomitable courage, supreme sacrifice and lofty character, it is essential 
that the life of Baba Kharak Singh must be made known to the world at large and 
his countrymen and countrywomen in particular. 

I have been planning for the last many years to write a biography of Baba 
Kharak Singh, but the partition of the country upset all plans. About two years 
ago, I started afresh and began to seek the help of some of Baba Ji’s admirers. 
As luck wouid have it, I met Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji, the famous and 
call mted historian of modern times, some time ago. He went to see Baba Kharak 
Shgh with me at his residence. « Delhi. Dr. Mookerji was greatly impressed 

by Baba Ji’s personality. Afe suggested to me that a commemoration volume 
should be prepared »*fterein a biographical sketch of Baba Kharak Singh should 
appear along wkt the tributes and articles of important personalities. The 
scheme wa« Emulated by Dr, Mookerji to whom the Abhinandan Committee, 
and I indeed grateful, 
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In his message for the volume, the Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, has 
very appropriately said : “Ever since I took to public life in India, I have 
followed Baba Kharak Singh’s career with admiration. In the days of our 
struggle for freedom, he was a pillar of strength and no threat or coercion could 
bend his iron will. By his example he inspired innumerable persons. It is right, 
therefore, that we should offer him tribute.” 

In the preceding pages, tributes have been paid to Baba Kharak Singh by 
some prominent personalities. In the following pages I have ventured to narrate 
a few salient features of his epoch-making life. I know it cannot do full justice 
to the life which requires volumes to narrate properly, but I hope the readers will 
appreciate that at least a beginning has been made. In due course, a complete 
biographical volume will be prepared and published separately. 

New Delhi SANTOKH SINGH VIDYARTHI 

5th December, 1953. 
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The dinner of Indians first Decisive Battle for Freedom 

“Not gold but only men can make 
A people great and strong— 

Men who for truth and honour’s sake 
Stand fast and suffer long. 

Brave men who work while others sleep, 

Who dare while others fly— 

They build a Nation’s pillars deep 
And lift them to the skies.” 

. . . Emerson 

“In the fight for India’s freedom if you find a bullet in my back do not 
count me as one amongst the Sikhs of the Gurus and do not cremate my dead 
body according to the Sikh rites. A disciple of the Great Gurus is an ideal 
saint-soldier and is supposed to fight in the vanguard and face the bullet in the 
chest and not in the back. We, the Sikhs, shall never allow any foreigner to 
rule our Motherland and we shall brook no injustice.” Thus declared Baba 
Kharak Singh, the veteran Sikh leader, while presiding over the All-India Sikh 
Conference held in Lahore in December, 1929, to protest against the findings 
and recommendations of the Simon Commission. 

Predictions about Baba Kharak Singh's Birth 

Baba Kharak Singh, in whose honour this Abhinandan Granth is being 
published, was born in June, 1868 A. D. in a very high and respectable Sikh 
family in Sialkot (now in West Pakistan). He comes from a family which was 
considered as one of the families of the Chiefs of the Punjab. But owing to 
certain unforeseen circumstances his father had to see some adverse days. The 
late Sardar Hari Singh (Caba Kharak Singh’s father) was a man born with very 
nign qualities of head and heart. He had a relation. Baba jamiat Singh, who 
camp from a good family. Baba Jamiat Singh had fully enjoyed life in his youth 
but in his later days he became a pious person. Baba Jamiat Singh led a very 
austere life and spent years and years in meditation. It is said that Baba Jamiat 
bingh attained a high spiritual condition and was blessed with the power of seeing 

, U ' | iture an ' < predict things in advance. Sardar Hari Singh became very much 
evoted to Baba Jamiat Singh and served him very faithfully. He used to go 
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out with Baba Jamiat Singh both in the morning and evening for a wak. One 
day Baba Jamiat Singh told Sardar Hari Singh that God was going to take away 
from him one of his dearest possessions. After a few days, Sardar Hari Singh- 
lost his only son, the late Sant Singh. This depressed the Sardar very much. 
But Sardar Hari Singh kept on serving Baba Jamiat Singh with his devotion in no 
way abated by the calamity that had befallen him. It is said that one day when 
Baba Jamiat Singh rose from his daily spiritual trance, he gave the following 
blessings to Sardar Hari Singh : 

“God^will give you plenty of wealth, so much that in your liietime 
no one will be your equal in the historic city of Sialkot. God will 
also bless you with two sons. The couple came to the world before and 
were bom as the two sons of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. To theelder 
you give the name of Sher Singh and the younger you name Kharak 
Singh. Sher Singh will be a worldly-wise man and will earn plenty o 
wealth, but Kharak Singh will be a man with very high mora s an. 
would bring a good name and high tame to your House. 

In due course, the above prediction came out to be literally true. Somt 
time after the birth of Sher Singh and Kharak Singh, Sardar Hari Singh started 
the business of government contracts. The British officers in those days ucet 
be exceptionally*good and they would go to any length to nonour a man, especially 
one coming from a respectable family, and give him titles and position. Sardar 
Hari Singh’s honesty and sincerity pleased the officers and he was soon appointe 
4 Guma$hta (attorney) in the Commissariat. Wealth began to -ome to Sar ar 
Hari Singh in a plentiful measure and in a few years he became one oi the richest 
men of the Punjab. The authorities bestowed on him the title of Rai Bahadur. A 
big new palatial house was built by Rai Bahadur Hari Singh in the city of ia 
Thus the holy predictions of Baba Jamiat Singh came to be true. 

Boyhood and School Days 

From his very boyhood Baba Kharak Singh had strong feelings 
for his country and the noble sentiments of the service of mankind. k)nct. m is 
college (the Murray Mission College at Sialkot) the annual prize distribution 
function was being held. The Deputy Commissioner had to 
function to give away the prizes. The Principal, Dr. Youngson, as^ed Kharak 
Singh to prepare some poem to be recited on the occasion. Stiangelv en.uig • 
Kharak Singh selected Sir Walter Scott’s famous poem on Pa notism 1 v ne 
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recited the same with such elegance and emotion that the audience was deeply 
impressed. Here are the opening lines of the poem : 


BRiIATHES there the man, with soul so dead. 
Who never to himself hath said. 

This is my own, my native land ? 

Whose heart hath ne’er within him burn’d. 

As home his footsteps he hath turn’d. 

From wandering on a foreign strand ! 

If such there breathe, go, mark him well ; 

For him no minstrel raptures swell ; 

High though his titles, proud his name. 
Boundless his wealth as wish can claim ; 
Despite those titles, power, and pelf, 

The wretch, concentred all in self. 

Living, shall forfeit fair renown, 

And, doubly dying, shall go down 
To the vile dust, from whence he sprung, 
Unwept, unhonour’d and unsung. 


Miss Plum, the College Mistress, congratulated Kharak Singh on the 
excellence of the recitation and said that he had done it twenty times better than 
what si ,e herself could have done. 


, an Indian proverb which says that whom God ordains to be 

disc lav , SSeS w hh high virtues at birth and in their childhood they 

d,splay such signs. People who had vision could see through the future and 

mus ave rc ’ Sfcf r at in Kharak Singh there was going to be a great man who 
Scott° ne ^ ' Indla fr ° m f ° reign y ° ke 3nd thuS make al1 Indians ai 'ng with 


“ Thls ,s m y °wn, my native land. ” 

This incident, though a minor one in Baba Kharak Singh’s life, is the indicator of 
^nat tallowed m his later mature age and it has now established beyond doubt 
the destiny of man is planned in Heaven by the Great Lord who 
aSS1 ” ns different roles to different people. 


Coilc - A ': er ^ aKS ’ n ^ ^ ie Intermediate examination from the Murray Mission 
’ iaii| ln , ® a Fa Kharak Singh joined the Government College in Lahore 
1» iS88, due to his father's death, he could not complete the B.A. 
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Examination. He graduated in 1889 from the Punjab University and to him g 
the honour of belonging to the first batch which graduated from the Univeisity. 

Baba Kharak Singh’s elder brother, the late Rai Bahadur Sardar. Sher 
Singh, was a man of very high talents. After his father s retirement fiom the 
Commissariat, Sardar Sher Singh was appointed Gumashita and was also honoured 
with the title of Rai Bahadur. Since both the father and the son became Rai 
Bahadurs, Baba Kharak Singh's house at Sialkot came to be known as ‘ Rai 
Bahadur House. ” The certificate which the Commissariat authorities gave to Rai 
Bahadur Sher Singh contained the following citation : A man of honour us 

well as a man of business.” Sardar Sher Singh died at the age oi 40, thus giving 
a great shock to his younger brother, Baba Kharak Singh, on whom fell the entire 
burden of looking after the family affairs. 

Champion of the Rights of Depressed Classes 

Baba Kharak Singh has always held that God has created no distinctions 
whether of caste, colour, or race. Once he invited a large number of Sikhs^to ^ 
house to commemorate the death anniversary of his father. Some schcdu c 
Sikhs, commonly known as Mazhabis and Ramdasis , also came to the ceremony 
Baba Kharak Singh seated the Mazhabi Sikhs side by side with other high 
guests. When the occasion for distributing the Parshad came, some high caste 
Sikhs objected and said that the Mazhabi Sikhs should not be served in the same 
line with them. But Baba Kharak Singh said that he would first serve the 
scheduled caste Sikhs and those who objected could please themselves, lhi 
caused a great stir amongst the guests, but Baba Kharak Singh s p^ii>K’tcnk\ 
convinced everyone of the legitimacy of his cause. 


Entry into Public Life 

Baba Kharak Singh actively entered public hie in 1912 when he^wa^ 
elected Chairman of the Reception Committee or the 5th session of the - ^ ^ 

Sikh Educational Conference held in Sialkot. In 191s* the seventh sess 
All India Sikh Educational Conference was proposed to be hv id ,n 
(Dist. Amritsar). Due to the firing which took place at Baj-Bai G lat f ;<*cu a 
on the passengers of the " Kama Gate Maru " and the atrocities committed on 

those Sikhs who had returned from Canada, there was a strong ICS '^ Al 
the Government and its supporters. 1 he sponsors ot the > .<..ucat 
Conference were being criticised by the extremist sci lion ol 01 is 01 1 

government activities- It was very difficult fox d>» Reception V-omniilKc 


Conference to find a suitable President for the ensuing session. Eventually, the 
late Sir Sunder Singh Majithia. the late Sardar Shivdev Singh Oberoi of Sialkot, 
the late Sardar Harbans Singh of Attari, Sardar Shivdev Singh of Daska and other 
leading Executive members of the Chief Khalsa Diwan made an approach to Baba 
Kharak Singh and requested him to preside over the session of the Conference in 
i aran Taran and thus save Sikhs at the critical moment. Baba Ji agreed to the 
request and went to preside over the Conference It was customary to take out 
t e , res *d ent elect or tne Conference in procession in a State coach drawn by 
.p eS ~ ^ a ^ a Kharak Singh was asked to get into the procession-coach 

l " !1 aran he refused to do so on the plea that as he was going to pay his 
* . | Arjan Dev s darbar at Faran Tar an, it was not in accordance 

'i. i ) e . ikh traditions that Guru s Sikh should go in a majestic manner to offer 
- is obeisance to the Lord. Baba Ji walked on foot from the Railway station to 
ti.'r Darbar Sahib and thousands followed him. This was a unique example which 
created a very deep impression amongst the public about Baba Kharak Singh’s 
.simplicity of character and his high devotion to Gurus. 

in those days the first World War was going on. The Sikhs were well 
n puted for their loyalty to the British Raj and they helped the Government out 
<■-1 all proportion of their numerical strength. It was customary to move a 
resolution from the chair for the victory of the British in the War. The Secretary 
o! the Conterence, the late Sardar Shivdev Singh Oberoi (who was a great friend 
of Baba Kharak Singh) asked Baba Ji to move the resolution which read : “We 
v that Brit ish may win the War and their rule may last permanently in India.” 
ereupo.i. Baba kharak Singh flared up and refused to move the resolution. It 
urprised the sponsors of the Conference as never before had any one 
o jecte to the resolution which was more or less stereotyped. “ In the first 
l _ ~ ° ‘ l °' relieve that any Raj can last for ever ; hence I do not pray for a 

false thing. In the second place, I do not wish to ask the Lord Almighty to 
keep my country in perpetual bondage under the British. Then why pray for a 
thing which is not right. I am sorry I cannot move this resolution,” contended 
daba Kharak Singh. This was the first occasion when the leaders of the Chief 
Kha.sa Diwan came to know of the real nature of Baba Kharak Singh and that put 
tern on their guard. Never again after this incident, did the Chief Khalsa 
i< aders take Baba Kharak Singh in any of their selected counsels. 

Entry into Political Life 

• . ithetto, Baba Kharak Singh had confined his activities to educational, 

n OJ hura1 spheres, though in the heart of hit he tit he was feeling the 
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pangs which foreign domination brings. In 1919, the massacre 6f Jalhanwala Bagh 
took place and the subsequent events of the Martial Law regime in the Punjao 
convinced all fair-minded Indians that the proper remedy lay in ousting t c 
foreigners and establish the home rule instead. The whole of India was astir and 
a storm of resentment was raging all over. In December, 1919, the annual session 
of the Indian National Congress was held in Amritsar under the Presidentship 0 
the late lamented Pandit Motilal Nehru. The Sikhs, who uptil now had been 
with the British Government and were well reputed for their loyalty to the 
British Raj, began to feel disgusted with the policy of the British bureaucracy m 
India. They decided to join national forces and fight the alien rule which had 
brought degredation in their national character. Consequently, a new political 
organisation, known as Central Sikh League, was formed and its first session was 
held in Amritsar on the occasion of the Congress session. Gandhiji, Lokmanya 
Tilak, Pandit Malviya, Pandit Motilal Nehru, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Dr. Ansari, 
Ali Brothers, Dr. Kitchlew and several other big leaders attended the sesslOD ^ 
the Sikhs, League. Many speeches were made wherein the Sikhs were ex orte 
to rise to the occasion and join hands with the Congress and other progressive 
movements so as to liberate India trom foreign yoke. Baba Kharak Sing ^ 
attended the session. Sardar Sant Singh was then the Secretaiy of the S 
League. Baba Kharak Singh sought permission of the sponsors ot the League 
to speak and when he rose to speak some doubted his bona tides as they * ou § 
that he was one of those big Sikh Sardars who weie deputed b> me Bi Y 
Government to dissuade the Sikhs from joining the piogressive force s. ® ul 
Baba Kharak Singh spoke it surprised everyone. He vehemently criticised the 
policy of British imperialism who had no right to exploit India in the name of 
peace, law and order. He appealed to the Sikhs to join progressive forces ai 
get ready to free their motherland. This was the first occasion when the V 1 
came to know the political views of Baba Kharak Singh. Thcnccfc) ward, ^ 
progressive elements amongst the Sikhs began to look upon Bal a 

champion of freedom. 

In August, 1920, a Jatha of bout 100 Sikhs, headed by Saidar Anvar Singh 
Jhabal, went to the historic Gurdwara of Guru Nanak at Nalkot (pop u a * > ’ iK, ' v 

as Baba-di-Ber) to change its management which was at dial .in . m 1 £ b 

of an apostate Sikh whom the Deputy Commissioher had ap|x»mtcd as the Sarbra.i 
(Custodian). After a strong agitation carried on for several day* the leaders ot 
the Jatha decided to approach Baba Kharak Singh and requested him to kmdlv 
take charge of the whole movement and thus give them the kad. 


most crucial stage in Baba Kharak Singh's life. Hitherto he had not indulged in 
any kind of public service which required arduous labour and hard struggle and 
consequently entailed long suffering. A voice from within urged Baba Kharak 
Singh to leave his home and comforts and plunge headlong into the field of active 
service of the Panth and the country. 

“1 hough love repine, and reason chafe. 

There came a voice without reply,— 

T is man's perdition to be safe. 

When for the truth he ought to die." 

. . . Emerson 

i he voice of truth eventually prevailed upon Kharak Singh and he decided to join 
the movement. He came out to serve the Panth and India with the firm resolve 
and sanguine determination that he will not return to his palatial house for rest 
and comfort until he had liberated his motherland and vindicated the honour of 
his Panth. The subsequent events have fully justified the Baba's determination and 
have established beyond any doubt that those who resolve to serve with high 
motives must leave “ an easy home and popular manners." 

Beginning of Active Politics 

In 1920, Mahatma Gandhi preached non-violent non-cooperation and 
appealed to the nation to boycott all the government institutions and adopt 
Swadeshi- A special session of the Indian National Congress was held in 
September, 1920, in Calcutta under the presidentship of the late lamented Lala 
Lajpat Rai. C andhiji moved the resolution of non-cooperation and made a 
historic speech. After long deliberations the resolution was adopted by the 
Congress and thenceforward India embarked on a new political campaign. 

The sponsors of the Central Sikh League were also impressed by Gandhiji's 
move and they also decided to join the non-cooperation movement. Consequently, 
it was decided to hold the annual session of the Sikh League at Lahore in 
October, 1920. It was proposed to move the resolution of non-cooperation in 
the session of the Sikh League. I he sponsors of the League were in a great fix 
as to whom should they ask to preside. No big man would venture to accept the 
leadership of a movement whose immediate objective was to displease the British 
Masters of the day. After prolonged deliberations, the organisers of the Sikh 
League approached Baba Kharak Singh and requested him to accept the 
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Presidency of the League. The tragic events of the Martial Law days and the 
massacre of thousands of innocent Indians in the Jallianwala Bagh had made 
this Great Patriot dead-sore about the British Raj and he was only awaiting an 
opportunity to jump into the National Arena to fight and thus liberate his 
Motherland from the foreign yoke. Baba Kharak Singh cheerfully accepted the 
offer of the sponsors of the Sikh League and agreed to preside over the session. 
The historic session of the Central Sikh League was held in the Bradlaugh Hall, 
Lahore, on 20th October, 1920, under the Presidentship of Baba Ji. Mahatma 
Gandhi along with Ali Brothers and Dr. Kitchlew participated in the session of 
the League. In his Presidential Speech, Baba Kharak Singh attacked British 
imperialism and charged them with the commission of heinous atrocities committed 
on innocent and patriotic Indians. He fervently appealed to Sikhs to boycott 
British Imperialism and join hands with national forces and fight in the vanguard 
of the battle for India’s freedom. The outspokenness, the transparent sincerity 
and above all the lofty spirit of Baba Kharak Singh carried the day and the non¬ 
cooperation resolution was adopted vigorously by the Sikh League. Thence¬ 
forward, the Sikh community launched a strong campaign against the British 
bureaucracy in India. It has been rightly said by Dr. Kitchlew that “ to Baba 
Kharak Singh goes the credit of bringing the Sikh community' into the national 
fold.” As a matter of fact, Baba Ji rightly deserves to be called the Father of 
modern nationalism amongst the Sikhs in the present age. 


Gurdwara Reforms 

In February, 1921, a Jatha of about 250 Sikhs went to Nankana Sahib (the 
birth-place of Guru Nanak, the founder of the Sikh religion) so as to change its 
management from the hands of a profligate Mahant. The jatha was brutally 
attacked by the myrmidons of the Mahant and about 200 Sikhs were butchered 
on 21st February, 1921, in the precincts of the holv shrine. This enraged the 
entire Sikh community and they decided to reform the management ot their hoiv 
places. With this object in view', the Shromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee 
was formed. Baba Kharak Singh was elected its President and to him goes the 
honour of being the Founder-President of this premier body of the Sikhs 
The Famous Morcha for the Keys of Shri Darbar Sahib at Amritsar 

In November, 1921, the Punjab Government passed an order whereunder 
the keys of the Toshakhana (The Treasury wherein valuables were stored) of the 
Golden Temple at Amritsar were to remain in the custody of the Deputy C om- 
missioner of the District. The Gurdwara Committee protested against the 
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decision of the Government and a countrywide campaign was launched The 
Punjab Government imposed section x 44 and banned the holding of all meetings 
in the entire district of Amritsar. This was a political move of the bureaucrats of 
the day to curb the activities of the militant Akalis who had offended the British 
imperialists by joining hands with the National Congress and other revolutionary 
organisations But men of Baba Kharak Singh’s stamp do not take things lying 
down. He decided to challenge the bureaucracy. 

I was deputed to organise a meeting of protest to beheld at Ajnala, a 

morni' 3 ° U f - 20 mikS m ^ Northeast of Amritsar. I went to Ajnala on the 
* ng of 2 ;th November, 1921, and in collaboration with the local workers 
organised the meeting. Sardar Jaswant Singh Jhabal and Sardar Dan Sineh 
Wachtoa accom panied by Pandit Dina Nath, of the District Congress 
committee of Amritsar, went to address the meeting. The news reached 
n C dlStnct authorities at Amritsar and the Deputy Commissioner. Mr. 
punnet rushed to the scene of the meeting at Ajnala. Sardar Jaswant Singh, 
ardar JJan Sln I h and Pandit Dina Nath were arrested for defying the ban. 
^started back in a motor car for Amritsar to carry the news to the Gurdwara 
Committee which was in session under the chairmanship of Baba Kharak 
“ngh. Before I reached Amritsar the news of the occurrence had already 
rjched the Committee. It was proposed in the session of the Gurdwara 
om-rnttee that the matter should be calmly considered and no action should 

Baba Kharak Singh got up and said that he 

. J 1 ~ ° munc ji ai. several members*of the Executive Committee set out for 

Ajnala Near the district courts, I met them and stopped their car. I told Baba 
Kharak Singh that the arrested leaders had been brought to the lock up at 
Amritsar and it was no use going to Ajnala "No, No, I am going to Ajnala 

Ire™ r'Tu? ST, t SamC tHing Whichm y CO,lea § ues have done 
Commis TeP r- K /r ^ “ By thc where is the Deputy 

had , " ^ enqUired fr ° m me ' 1 repUed that the D *P utv Commissioner 

immedi°t r Umed fr ° m Ajnala and had S one to lunch at his bungalow. "Go 
to Ain '? * y tQ the De P u ty Commissioner and tell him that Kharak Singh is going 
' t0 ,reaJt the la 'w and he wants to inform you to do what you can,” 

l86 


ordered Baba Jitome. Thereupon I went to the Deputy Commissioner s bungalow 
and gave him Baba JTs message. Baba Kharak Singh reached Ajnala and defied the 
law by making a strong speech. Consequently he was arrested along with his 
colleagues. Thus began the famous Morcha of the Keys of Darbar Sahib. After 
a couple of days I was also arrested for making a fiery speech at Akal 1 akht. A 
vigorous storm of resentment broke out and the Sikhs resolved to fight the British 
Government. Thousands of Sikhs followed suit and soon the Punjab jails were 
full with Sikhs who would not rest until their Leader Baba Kharak Singh was 
released unconditionally and the Keys of Darbar Sahib were returned to him. 
Baba Kharak Singh would not compromise with the authorities ot the day. He 
would not acknowledge the authority of the trying Magistrate, nor would he 
submit to the decision of the court. “I am one party in the suit and the 
British Government is another one. Hence a third party should try me. As 
I am the elected President of the Sikh Panth, my case should be tried >y & 1 - 
impartial tribunal consisting of the Presidents of America, I ranee anu othex 
free countries/' All attempts at compromise failed and Baba Kharak Singh and 
his colleagues were sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for six months. 
Before getting into the prisoners’ van, Baba Kharak Singh made the following 
historic speech before the District Jail at Amritsar : 

"The British Government in their frenzy of power have committed 
a heinous crime. They have forcibly taken away the Keys of Guru Ram 
Das’s Darbar Sahib. I tell you that with Satgurus grace we shall fight the 
Government to the last and shall not budge an inch until and unless they 
return the Keys unconditionally to us and express regret for their folly. Brothers 
and Sisters, I assure you that the Keys of Guru's Darbar shall certainly come 
back to us, and they will not only unlock the Toshakhana of Darbar Sahib, 
but also I am confident that these Keys .shall eventually open the doors 
India’s freedom/’ 

Eventually the Punjab Government could not stand the vigorous 
agitation started by the Sikhs throughout the Punjab and consequently the 
bureaucrats had to yield and decided to give back the Keys of Dai bar 

Sahib to Baba Kharak Singh. On 17th January 1922, &\ba Kharak Singh 
and his colleagues together with thousands of Sikhs were released and befoie 
a gathering of about two lakh Sikhs at Shri Akal Takht Sahib, (Amrnsai) 
the representative of the Punjab Government delivered the Keys back to 
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Baba Kharak Singh. This was indeed a grand historic occasion when the 
British Government had to yield before the community whom it had 
conquered and enslaved only 70 years ago. 

jl irst Decisive Battle for India’s Freedom 

On this occasion Mahatma Gandhi, who was then the Dictator of the 
Indian National Congress, sent the following telegram to Baba Kharak Singh : 

oardar Kharak Singh President, Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee Amritsar. 

First Decisive Battle for India’s Freedom Won, Congratulations 

M. K. Gandhi 

hen the Morcha for the Keys of Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, was launched 
by Baba Kharak Singh, a deputation of the Punjab Congress, headed by Lala 
Lajpat Rai, came to see Baba Ji in the Amritsar District Jail. Lala Lajpat Rai 
expressed the Congress gratitude to Baba Ji for giving a lead in the matter of 
starting civil disobedience. 

Baba Ji s reputation rose very high and out of affection the Sikhs began 
to call him as their uncrowned King. ” The subsequent events amply proved 
that Baba Kharak Singh was the right man to lead the virile Sikhs who know 
either to die for their honour or win their cause. 

Pandit Dina Nath, the then Secretary of Amritsar Congress Committee, 
was a so arrested along with Sikh leaders who defied the law at Ajnala on 27th 
ovem er, 1921. He was sent to jail with Baba Kharak Singh and others. But 
the Punjab Government did not release Pandit Dina Nath. Baba Kharak Singh 
took up the cause and would not rest until Pandit Dina Nath was released. The 
Government eventually had to yield and released Pandit Dina Nath. This was 
another victory scored by Baba Ji, which convinced the people of the Punjab that 
Baba Kharak Singh they had the right man who could espouse their cause 
be fittingly and who would not shirk any sacrifice to vindicate the honour of his 
People. 

Punjab Congress Leadership 

In February 1922, Lala Lajpat Rai, the then President of the Punjab 
i ovineial Congress, was imprisoned and the Punjab Provincial Congress decided 
-J ask Baba Kharak Singh to accept the Presidentship of the Provincial Congress. 

188 


The Congress was banned at the time and to become its head was a sure signal 
for trouble. Baba Kharak Singh accepted the offer with pleasure and thus chal¬ 
lenged the British Government to do all it could against one who had resolved to 
liberate his country from the foreign yoke. 

Commenting in the issue of February, 1922, in the "Young India' , 
Mahatma Gandhi wrote under the caption “ An Excellent Choice ” : 

" I congratulate the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee on its 
decision to elect Sardar Kharak Singh as its President. The reputa¬ 
tion that Sardar Sahib holds for high character and bravery would 
give added strength to the cause of the Indian National Congress in 
the Punjab. In doing so the Congress has honoured itself more 
than it has honoured Sardar Sahib. It is indeed an excellent choice. 

The British Government did not relish Baba Kharak Singh s action in 
becoming the President of the Punjab Congress, as they were trying to keep the 
Sikh community aloof from the Congress. It was suggested to Baba Ji through a 
big man that the Punjab Government was prepared to settle the Sikh Gurdwara 
affairs it he agreed to leave the Congress. Baba Ji replied that he would not betray 
the Congress and by his actions he would compel the British Government not 
only to settle the Gurdwara affairs alone but also grant independence to India, 
The prophetic words of the venerable Baba eventually came true exactly after a 
quarter of a century in 1947. 

As President of the Punjab Congfess, Baba Kharak Singh went round the 
province and delivered strong speeches against the Government. Once he was 
addressing a huge meeting at Jaramvala (District Lyallpur, now in West Pakistan) 
and the authorities, with the evil intent of terrifying the audience, sent a band ot 
police which marched past the meeting carrying guns and rifles. Thereupon, 
some people from amongst the audience were terrified and began to clispci?e- 
This flared up Paba Kharak Singh and he exhorted the audience in the following 
words : — 

“ Brothers and Sisters, take no notice of the police sepoys sen 1 bv the 
bureaucracy’s agents. The days of the British Government in India are numbered 
and some day we -hall be the masters of our own land. Whv should we be 
afraid of anything when what we do and say is right ? If the Government dunk 
that they can cow dow n us by a show oi armed force. I. here to tell them that 
they arc sadly misiaken. As long as I am addressing the meeting no one should 
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feel scared. First of all the bullet shall pierce my chest before it hits anyone 
else* Then why should you run away from the meeting ? ” 

This thundering fulmination of Baba Kharak Singh raised the morale of 
the audience and they sat down to hear him with redoubled courage and rapt 
attention. It had its effect and the Congress movement in the area got a strong 
impetus. 

Once in early March, 1922, the Sikhs organised a huge gathering in the 
Lyallpur district and to dodge the authorities they gave it the name of “A Nirol 
Dharmic Diwan ’ (a purely religious meeting). Baba Kharak Singh was to 
address the gathering. When he came to the meeting and read the signboard at 
the gate which implied that the meeting was purely a religious one, he smiled. 
He made a strong, speech on the occasion and told the audience that true religion 
was to defend righteousness and fight tyranny. Since the British were exploiting 
Indians and keeping them in bondage, it was the religious duty of everyone, 
especially the Sikhs, to defy the unjust orders of the Government of the day and 
go to jail to liberate his motherland. This had its effect and the Sikhs in the 
district joined the Congress organisation in very large numbers. 

Struggle for the Freedom of Kirpan 

The tenth Guru has enjoined on Sikhs to wear Kirpan (literally meaning 
sword). The Government of India imposed certain restrictions on it. There 
v^asiotoi agitation amongst Sikhs and eventually the Government exempted 
krpan from the formalities regulating the Arms Act. Baba Kharak Singh put up 
a factory f ; »r manufacture of kirpans. He was asked to take licence, but he 
refused to do so on the plea that kirpan was exempted from the regulations 
governing'the manufacture of arms etc. The authorities confiscated all goods in 
Baba Ji s factory and sealed it. He again started the factory and again it was 
confiscated and sealed. Thi: happened several times and Baba Kharak Singh 
had to sustain very heavy financial losses in this respect. Eventually the Govern¬ 
ment yielded and all restrictions were removed. Thus it was Baba Kharak. Singh’s 
persevere nee and steadfastness which brought about the freedom of the kirpan , 
trie religious symbol of Sikhs. 

The activities of Baba Kharak Singh in behalf of the Congress did not 
fn..d favour with the Government of the Punjab and they were trying to find an 
Cac.usc to send him behind bars and thus deprive the people of the Punjab of his 
strong leadership. 
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In March, 1922, the Bureaucratic Government launched a country¬ 
wide programme of repression. Mahatma Gandhi was imprisoned for six 
years and thousands of Congressmen were sent to jail. Baba Kharak Singh 
was sentenced to five years rigorous imprisonment for delivering seditious 
speeches. I myself was then a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Punjab Congress and was sentenced to three years imprisonment and sent to 
Dera Ghazi Khan Jail where Baba Kharak Singh was already serving his term 
of imprisonment. 

The Equalitarian'Spirit 

Baba Kharak Singh was placed in Special Class according to his 
position and status. There were thousands of national workers who were 
imprisoned with him, but they were put in ordinary class. When Baba Kharak 
Singh was offered the Special Class facilities, he refused to avail of them 
on the plea that he would not enjoy the comforts and privileges when thousands 
of his comrades were denied the same. It was a political manoeuvre of the 
authorities to create split in the Congress ranks by putting up a classification 
in prisons. Many fell prey to the British diplomacy, but Baba Kharak Singh 
saw through the mischievous intentions of the bureaucracy and he told the 
jail authorities that he would live with his fellow political prisoners and eat 
the same food which was supplied to thousands of national volunteers. This 
poJuced a salutary effect and went a long way in preserving the solidarity 
of Congress in the Punjab. So in this respect Baba Kharak Singh has always 
been a great advocate of equality and a champion of the rights of the 
common man. 


Morcha for Gandhi Cap 

In December, 1922, the jail authorities issued an order under which 
the political prisoners were not allowed to wear anything which formed a 
part of their National dress. For instance the Sikhs were not to wear black 
turbans and the Hindus and Muslims were not to wear Gandhi caps. 
were about 40 political prisoners in the Dera Ghazi Khan Jail and Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan was also amongst us. Under Baba Kharak Singh s lead 
we decided to violate the ban imposed by the Government. W hen in 
January. 1923, the Inspector General of Prisons came on the annual visit we 
all wore black turbans and Gandhi caps respective* v. This enraged the jail 
authorities and the next day we were told not to wear black turbans 
or Gandhi caps in future. We defied the order. The back ;urban was 
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forcibly removed from Baba Kharak Singh’s head and as a protest he and 
all his fellow-prisoners decided to take off their clothes. The Sikhs wearing 
only a kachha and the non-Sikhs wearing only a dhoti. In our prisoners’ 
committee a resolution was unanimously passed that clothes will not be worn 
until the Government withdrew the ban on both the black turban and 
Gandhi cap. The following day the jail authorities tried Baba Kharak Singh 
^ or breaking the jail discipline and sentenced him to a further period of 9 
months imprisonment. After a few days he was removed to a solitary cell, 
i he Sikhs outside protested so vehemently through the length and breadth 
of the country that the Punjab Government had to yield. Consequently a 
telegram was sent to the Superintendent of Dera Ghazi Khan jail wherein 
it was stated that the Sikh political prisoners were allowed to wear black 
turbans. The Superintendent went to see Baba Kharak Singh in the cell 
and showed him the telegram and offered him his black turban to tie on his 
head. He requested Baba Kharak Singh to put on clothes and end the 
agitation. Baba Kharak Singh refused to wear clothes on the plea that the 
Punjab Government had played a dirty trick of Divide and Rule. It had 
banned both the black turban and Gandhi cap but had yielded to the Sikh 
demand and flouted the demand for the liberty of the Gandhi cap. Consequently 
he decided to remain naked until the ban on the Gandhi cap was removed. 

The British Bureaucracy in India was trying its worst to bring about the 
downfall of the non-cooperation movement and weaken the Congress organisation. 
Its hirelings were busy in creating rupture in the Congress ranks and were finding 
excuses to incite communal passions. They succeeded to some extent. 
Unfortunately, Hindu-Muslim tension began to develop in the country and riots 
broke out in the Punjab. I he agents of the Government fanned discordant 
feelings of hatred and disunity between the various communities. The people 
went mad and in their communal frenzy they altogether forgot that they had 
some duty to thousands of national workers and leaders who were rotting in jails 
to liberate India This state of affairs affected the Congress very adversely and 
it badly undermined its influence and power at a psychological moment when 
it was needed most to exert pressure on the Government to accede to the demands 
of Baba Kharak Singh and release him. Things went from bad to worse and 
toe Congress lost its hold on the masses in the Punjab. 

Balta Kharak Singh’s agitation in jail for the freedom of Gandhi cap was 
fully appreciated by the top-ranking leaders and the All-India Congress 
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Committee very much sympathised with Baba Ji’s cause. But as they could not 
do anything effectively in the matter the Punjab Provincial Congress sent a letter 
to Baba Kharak Singh in jail and wrote as follows :— 

“We fully appreciate your stand and we think that your cause is 
just. But unfortunately the Congress in the Punjab has gone weak 
due to communal disunity and riots. As such, we are unable to 
launch a campaign in support of your legitimate cause. We do not 
want you to suffer unnecessarily* We, therefore, humbly suggest you to 
kindly give up your agitation in the jail and put on clothes/* 

The letter was read and discussed in our prisoners* committee. The 
majority of our comrades were of the opinion that they should follow the advice 
tendered by the Congress and put on clothes. But Baba Kharak Singh refused 
point-blank to act on the advice of the Punjab Congress. He was persuaded by 
most of his colleagues in jail to give up his agitation in response to the orders of 
the Congress. Baba Ji replied to his colleagues in the following words : 

" I have come to jail as President of the Punjab Congress and 
I am here to raise the prestige of this great organisation* The 
Congress admits that my cause is just. It says that since it has gone 
weak it cannot fight effectively for my cause and, therefore, it has 
suggested to me and to my colleagues to give up the agitation for the 
removal of the ban on Gandhi cap. As long as I am convinced that 
my demand is just I do not care a bit whether or not I get the support 
of others. I respect the Congress and the opinion of my colleagues 
but higher than all else is the voice of Truth within which urges me to 
carry on my agitation. I have, therefore, finally decided to fight alone, 
come what may. I assure the Congress that my fight shall bring 
honour to its cause and my example will infuse courage in my people 
who have gone weak because of the sinister and ugly machinations of 
our enemies. My decision is irrevocable and with faith in Providence 
I am confident that I shall win." 

This incident in Baba Kharak Singh's life had a magical effect on my 
mind and I decided to follow him in this behalf. Most of our comrades gave up 
the agitation. Some of them began to criticise Baba Ji’s poliev, but m heart of 
my heart I was fully convinced that the line of action chosen by Baba Kharak 
Singh was absolutely right and those who criticised him were doing so only to 
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avoid further '•rouble. I had read Emerson’s most celebrated essay on “ Self- 
Reliance wherein he says : “A man should learn to detect and watch that 
gleam of light which flashes across his mind from within, more than the lustre of 
the firmament of bards and sages. Speak your latent conviction, and it shall be 
the universal sense ; for the inmost in due time becomes the outmost, and our 
first thought is rendered back to us by the trumpets of the Last Judgement. 
Familiar as the voice of the mind is to each, the highest merit we ascribe to 

0ses ’ ^ " ,ru ant ^ Milton is that they set at naught books and traditions, and 

spoke not what men, but what they thought.” Therein Baba Kharak Singh I 

ound the .eal man who had the courage to follow the dictates of his conscience 
and thus flout the world. Well has it been said by Ibsen, the Scandinavian 
dramatist : ‘ The strongest man is he who stands most alone.” I have known 

some highly placed leaders who talk tall and beat others in reasoning and argu¬ 
mentation. I have known philosophers and thinkers who excel even Plato and 
Kant in logic and philosophy, but I have jjseen very few people who have the 
courage of their convictions and who can live up to their faith I am glad to 
*ay tnat in Baba Kharak Singh I have found a sage who can live up to his ideals. 
Well has it been said : “ An eloquent man is he who is no beautiful speaker, 

but who is inwardly drunk with a certain belief.” Friends, it is very easy to 
propound a philosophy and preach an eloquent sermon. It is easy also to write a 
thesis and enunciate a theory. There are thousands of orators and writers in the 
country, but there is a big dearth of great men of intrinistic worth. In Baba 
harak Singh we have a great man who has lived an austere life and who has 
proved to us by his steadfastness and indomitable courage that real philosophy 
is that which you can put into action and true service means sacrifice. This is 
also the true criterion for culture. It reminds me of a beautiful passage in John 
Cowpcr Powys Meaning of Culture ” : " No man, however learned, can be 

called a cultured man while there remains an unbridged gap between his reading 
and his life. This is the true test ot culture, education, character, eloquence 
and above all true greatness. Our country knows much about Baba Kharak 
Singh s political life, but very lew people know the other side of him. Well, I 
have had the fortune of studying some of the salient features of Baba Ji’s charac- 
l tr and I have found that he is a wonderful man the present age has produced. 
Generally people judge men’s character by the big things they do, but real test 
• - to judge by the small things a man does in his daily life. Lenin said : “ Never 

“ fuse to dci the little things, for from little things are built the big things.” To 
many of my comrades in the Dera Gha/.i Khan Jail, Baba Kharak Singh’s agitation 
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Baba Kharak Singh standing naked in the cell In Dora Ghazi Khan Jail, while 
against the ban on the wearing of Gandhi cap and black 
turban by his fellow political prisoners. 


protesting 









for Gandhi cap looked a small matter over which so much sacrifice was nor 
advisable, but now I have realised that by being scrupulously consistent in his 
stand, Baba Kharak Singh has established his true greatness. 

When the Government came to know that Baba Kharak Singh’s col¬ 
leagues had left him and the Congress had gone weak to give him any support 
they decided to penalise him for indiscipline in jail and thus compel him to 
yield by coercion. Little did the bureaucrats know that in this man they had 
one of the toughest men to deal with. The subsequent events in Dera Ghazi 
Khan Jail amply proved my assertion. At the expiry of the imprisonment of 9 
months the jail authorities asked Baba Kharak Singh to give up the agitation for 
Gandhi cap but he insisted that he would not wear clothes until the ban on 
Gandhi cap was removed. He was again sentenced to a further imprisonment 
for six months for breaking jail law. Then again he was punished for 6 months 
for the same offence and then again for 5 months. The jail authorities inflicted 
all kinds of punishment on Baba Kharak Singh, but nothing could deter him or 
bend his iron will. He would not stand up before the authorities and the high 
officials who used to visit him in jail. He would not work nor would he conform 
to the jail discipline. All methods were tried but failed. Once the Superinten¬ 
dent of jail, Capt. Hayes, persuaded me to give up my agitation and wear clothes. 
I replied back that as long as Sardar Kharak Singh did not wear clothes I woui i 
not give up my agitation. To this Capt. Hayes replied that the Government 
could not redress Baba Kharak Singh’s grievances as he was so adamant and 
inflexible in his persistency that the Government had failed to remedy his 
conduct in jail. 

Now the bureaucracy started the other way. They followed the line of 
persuasion, cajolery and canvassing. Consequently Sir John Maynard, the then 
Home Member of the Punjab Government, was deputed on this mission. Sir 
John Maynard visited Dera Ghazi Khan Jail in 1925 and requested Baba Kharak 
Singh to put on clothes and end the agitation for Gandhi cap. The Govern¬ 
ment has allowed you to wear black turban and as such you should feel happy 
over it and put on clothes,” said Sir John Maynard to Baba Kharak Singh I 
will not put on clothes until the Government remove the ban on the wearing of 
Gandhilcaps by my fellow political prisoners,' replied Baba Kharak Singh. 

“ The Congress has gone weak in the Punjab and nobody worries about it am 
longer. The National Movement is dead. Win should you rot in jail ' 
contended Sir John Maynard with Baba Kharak Singh. “It is absurd.” replied 
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Baba Kharak Singh. " It is absurd to think that great movements can ever die. 

It doesn’t matter if the Congress has been weakened by the repressive policy of 
the British Government but as long as I am living and feel as strong as ever I 
shall not go back on my word. I will not give up my agitation until and unless 
the Government withdraw the ban on Gandhi cap and express regret for its 
stupidity.” 

Sir John Maynard went back disappointed. 

An Excellent Model of Iron Will 

By the middle of 1925 Baba Kharak Singh was left all alone in the Dera 
Ghazi Khan Jail as most of his fellow political prisoners were either transferred 
to other Jails or released on expiry of their terms of imprisonment. He had to 
plough a lonely furrow and to add fuel to fire the jail authorities decided to keep 
him in the condemned cell (the cell where criminals condemned to death are 
lodged). They disallowed all interviews and all his privileges of writing letters 
to his family were forfeited All this was done with the ugly intention ol 
terrorising the Baba and thus coerce him to yield. Once a big British official 
went to visit Baba Ji in the jail ceil. * ‘How are you, Sardar Sahib?” inquired the 
visitor. “How am I ? What can a prisoner be in a condemned cell ? It can 
be better experienced than described. The next cell is vacant, ^ou go and 
stay there for some time and then at the end of the month I will inquire from you 
as to how you feel. You people have put mein the condemned cell and then 
out of spite you want to taunt and insult me further,” replied Baba Khark Singh 
to the high official Solitary confinement is the severest punishment which can 
be inflicted on a criminal. Once Maharaja Ranjit.Singh inquired from the British 
Governor General in India as to what alternative could he suggest to capital 
punishment. The Governor General wrote to the Sikh Emperor that in his opinion 
solitary confinement was the proper Substitute for death penalty. In vain did tfie 
bureaucrats try this most terrible weapon of torture on the indomitable and 
dauntless spirit of the valiant Baba Kharak Singh. He would not budge an 
inch. 

Now was started a delicate and subtle process of persuasion by his 
relatives, friends and admirers. They began to write letters to Baba Ji in jail 
and requested him to find out some way whereby his troubles could end and 
* could come out. They politely suggested in their letters that he should give 
up los agitation for Gandhi cap. 
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A Unique Example of Devout Faith and 
Superb Resignation 

Once his nephew, Sardar Nirmal Singh, B.A., wrote him a letter m 
which he said : "Respected Uncle, when we hear of your miseries in jail it shocks 
us to know that a prince is rotting in hell. Will you kindly see your way an 
try to come out of jail as early as possible and be once again amongst us in your 

palatial house.” 

Baba Kharak Singh replied in the following manner : 

"There is no reason for you to feel sorry and pity my lot. When 
I used to live in my palatial house in Sialkot and enjoy all sorts of 
comforts and luxuries I could not understand the meaning of Gurus' 
sayings. Preachers and bards used to sing before me the heroic deeds 
performed by the Gurus and Sikh martyrs. They use to ° 

Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji Maharaj sacrificed his father, his 
sons and his dearest ones for the sake of the Panth and the country, 
used to read the following hymn of the Guru . 

‘Tell the dear Friend the condition of His disciples. 

Without Thee the wearing of blankets is a disease to us. 

And our dwelling in houses is as if we dwelt with serpents. 

Our water-pots are stakes of torture, our cups are daggers ; 

Thy turning awav from us is like what animals endure from 

butchers. 

Our Beloved’s pallet would be pleasant to us ; 

Living in towns (without the Beloved) is like living in a furnace. 

"The significance of this historic ballad of Guru Gobind Singh cou'd ^ 
appreciated by me while living in luxuries. But. when I sleep on bare g 
and use rugged blankets which pierce my body like thorns and when coarse ood 
is given to me by jail authorities and when no one is there to conso.c, - 

appreciate the real meanings of Guru’s shabad J asl ,s er ^ IT +U 

understand the high precepts taught by our Gurus. ! arn nau u 1 e 
Almightv Lord that He has given me this golden opportunity to gxpeneiu.e w 
life which a true Sikh should live. So this is an occasion for all oi vou to be 
happy and thank Satguru that he has so benevolently given a chance to an elderly 
member of your family to live the life of a true discip^ 
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I he Eventua! Triumph of Righteousness 

When all methods of coercion, persuasion and cajolery had failed, the 
Punjab Government decided to release Baba Kharak Singh unconditionally. The 
Gurdwara Act was passed in the Punjab Legislative Council in 1926, whereunder 
the main demand of Sikhs for the management of their holy shrines was conceded. 
In 19^7, the Punjab Legislative Council unanimously passed a resolution 
Recommending to the Government to release Baba Kharak Singh. Consequently 
was released from the Dera Ghazi Khan Jail in June, 1927, after the expiry of 
fi and a half years. He came out from the jail without wearing clothes 
and was taken out in a large procession which ended at the office of the 
District Congress Committee at Dera Ghazi Khan. After that he wore clothes. 
He was accorded a right royal reception by his people wherever he went. In 
Lahore, hundreds of thousands of people thronged to have his ‘darshari. When 
he reached Amritsar (the headquarters of Sikhs), a huge procession was taken 
out in his honour. Next day a mammoth meeting was held in the historic 
Jaliianwala Bagh (the sacred place where hundreds of Indians were machine- 
gunned by General Dyer in April, 19*9) and was presided over by the hero of 
ina^tiai-law-days, Dr. Saif-ud-din Kitchlew, under whose leadership the National 
movement had started in the Punjab in 1919 and firing took place in the Jallian- 
wala Bagh. An unprecedented ovation was accorded to Baba Ji for the honour¬ 
able deeds he had performed for upholding the honour of the nation by remain¬ 
ing naked for four and a half years in the jail. It was politely suggested to him 
‘ cike rest lor some time, but in Baba Kharak Singh there was a great hero who 
tf.ould not rest until the country had been liberated from foreign yoke. In 
response to the address presented to him Baba Kharak Singh said 

I am deeply moved by the honour my country has done me and 
the affection my people have shown has endeared them to me to such 
an extent that I have resolved to serve them to the last day of my life. 
It is very kind of you to have suggested that I should take rest for a 
while before resuming my political activities in the service of my 
people. But how can I rest until my motherland is liberated ? How 
can I rest until the honour of hundreds of our martyrs who died in 
this sacred Jaliianwala Bagh is duly vindicated? I pledge to my 
nation that i shall continue my fight until the British are driven out of 
ladi ^, I would also appeal to mv people to unite ; for the foreign rule 
thrives on our disunity- Let us forge a united front to liberate our 
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motherland. After the foreigners leave we shall have ample time to 
amicably resolve our mutual differences. I assure you that my 1 e i*> 
the property of my people and I pray to the Lord Almighty that 
before I breathe my last He should free India from alien domination. 
That is the only favour I seek from the Almighty." 

So, Baba Kharak Singh plunged again into the arena to fight for the rights 
of his nation and the protection of his people. He went round the whole of the 
Punjab and exhorted the people to unite and fight the fore.gners who were 
exploiting India for their personal ends. 


A Graceful Renunciation 

People were anxious to see Baba Kharak Singh and therefore he had to 
go from place to place. He went to Burma on the invitation of bikhs residing 
there. Wherever he went people presented him purses. mil 
collected in this way. When the whole amount thus collected was presented^to 
Baba Ji he refused to utilise it for his personal benefit on the plea tha * 
given him sufficient wealth to live comfortably and he would like this amc>un <- 
be spent for the good of the community. This was a great examp c. 

Kharak Singh has never accepted any donation and has never charged y 

expenses from any public organisation. He has always believed that whatever 

Providence had given him should be spent on public good. This Practice . 
carried all through his public life and as a result of it he had to softer financially. 


Simon Commission 


In 1928 the British Government sent Lord Simon and his colleagues o 
visit India and make recommendations to the Parliament tor granting a e 
more concessions to Indians. The Indian National Congress organised 
protest against the Simon Commission. Baba Kharak Singh v ^ Coni- 

topmost leaders in the Punjab who led a demonstration against the Sim 

mission when it visited Lahore. 


In 1929, the Indian National Congress accepted Dominion 

first step towards the achievement of independence. Baba Kharak => 

ed against the decision of the Congress. He organised nu tting* al t ver 
country and protested vehemently against the acceptance ot the Uomimon 
Status. In October, 1929. a session of the Central Sikh League was e m 
Guiranwaia (now in West Pakist an) under the Presidentship ot t’*ba K 
Singh. The late lamented Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya went to attend the 
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session. Pandit Malaviya requested Baba Kharak Singh to accept the Dominion 
Status for the time being and stop his agitation. Baba Ji smilingly replied : 
“ Panditji, I respect you, but how can I acquiesce and accept semi-slavery ? The 
Congress in asking for the Dominion Status has lowered its prestige and I do 
not want to be a party to a thing which is below our national standard. I do 
not want this ugly stigma to stick to my nation’s Honour ! Hence I have 
decided that I shall fight until the Congress rescinds its resolution.” 

In due course, the Congress revised its policy and rescinded its previous 
decision. The annual session of the Indian National Congress was held at 
Lahore in December, 1929, under the Presidentship of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 
It vas a unique occasion and Mahatma Gandhi moved the resolution for com¬ 
plete Independence. The following day the National Flag was unfurled on the 
banks of the river Ravi by Pandit Nehru. The nation pledged to fight afresh 
until the British left India and complete Independence was achieved. 

The Sikhs organised the All-India Sikh Conference to be held at Lahore 
side by side with the session of the Indian National Congress. Baba Kharak 
Singh was elected President. He was taken out in a huge procession from 
the Lahore Railway Station on an elephant. The press reports about the pro¬ 
cession said that never before in the history of Lahore such a grand procession 
had been taken out, and the reception accorded to Baba Ji was indeed unique. 

I funu reds of thousands of Sikhs assembled and protested against the 
findings and recommendations of the Simon Commission. Baba Kharak Singh 
delivexed a fiery speech and exhorted the audience to fight British imperialism 
and accept nothing short of complete independence. He said : 

In the fight for India s freedom if you find a bullet in my back do not 
count me as one amongst the Sikhs of the Gurus and do not cremate my dead 
body according to the Sikh rites A disciple of the Great Gurus is an ideal saint- 
soidier and is supposed to fight in the vanguard and face the bullet in the chest 
and not in the back. We, the Sikhs, shall never allow any foreigner to rule our 
Motherland and we shall brook no injustice. The Communal Award is an evil 
deskm to divide the Indian nation and thus perpetuate British imperialism. I 
shai never accept the verdict of British diplomats in this behalf. I do not ask 
for any favours for the Sikhs. All I want is open field and lair play for all 
Indians irrespective of caste, creed or colour. Let the Congress accept the 
principle of common franchise and I shall be the last person to ask for any 
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weightage or special favour for my community. But if some favour has to be 
shown to some community in particular then I am there to light for the rights of 
my community. But in my opinion we should reject the Communal Award 
outright and infuse the spirit of common nationalism/' 

The conference was a great success and it had its effect on the Congress 
High Command. 

During the session of Congress in December, 1929, at Lahore, Mahatma 
Gandhi along with Pandit Motilal Nehru, Dr. Ansari and other members of the 
Working Committee met Baba Kharak Singh at the office of the Shiromani Gur- 
dwara Prabandhak Committee in Lahore. They enquired from Baba Ji as to what 
he wanted. Baba Ji replied that he did not want the Congress to accept Dominion 
Status, which in his opinion was nothing but semi-slavery under the British 
Crown. He wanted the Congress to declare in unequivocal terms that it would 
accept nothing short of complete Independence. To this Mahatma Ji and other 
big leaders gladly agreed. There was also the crucial question of equal and 
fair treatment to be accorded to all minorities. To this also the Congress leaders 
agreed and the resolution was drafted by Gandhi Ji in the presence of Baba 
Kharak Singh. In this resolution it was stated “that the Congress would not 
accept any Constitution which did not give equal and fair treatment to 
all minorities, particularly the Sikhs/' So the main points of difference between 
the Congress and Baba Kharak Singh were amicably resolved. Both the resolutions 
were passed in the plenary session of the Congress. Whereas the honour goes 
to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru that under his glorious leadership the Indian National 
Congress adopted complete Independence as its goal, it also goes to the credit of 
Baba Kharak Singh that by his ceaseless efforts and transparent sincerity he 
convinced the Congress that the right goal was that of complete Independence ot 
India. 

In 1931, Baba Kharak Singh launched another morcha at Daska (District 
Sialkot, now in West Pakistan). He was imprisoned for six months. 

Communal Award 

In 1932, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, the then British Prime Minister, gave 
his Award (known as the Communal Award). This was a sinister move on the 
part of British politicians to create schism amongst the ranks of Indian people 
It sought to divide one community from the other and thus sowed the seeds of 
disunity. Baba Kharak Singh vehemently opposed the Communal Award and 
strongly urged upon the Indian National Congress to reject it 




New Political Reforms 

In i935> .he British Parliament, passed the India Bill, whereunder new 
reforms were to be enforced in the Indian polity and some more concessions were 
offered to India in political affairs. This was the second instalment of Home 
Rule for India. Provincial Autonomy was conceded under the Act. Baba Kharak 
b ^ J ^ a not acce Pt the Communal Award and went on preaching against 
* ie ^ un J a b Government put him behind bars in 1936 and released him only 
a ter the general elections had taken place and the reforms had been put into 
e ect. vVhile in jail, Baba Kharak Singh wrote a pamphlet wherein he said that 
die British had played a clever trick with Indian statesmen who had been very 
innocently taken in by the British diplomacy, which offered nothing except semi- 
sJavery to Indians under the glorified name of Provincial Autonomy. He sent 
th?s pamphlet to all big statesmen in India as well as outside. 


Once during his incarceration in the Central Jail in Lahore, Mr. Heame, 
the then Commissioner of Lahore Division, paid a visit to the jail. Baba Kharak 
Singh was asked by the Jail Superintendent to get up before the Commissioner 
when he vas to visit him in his Ward. Baba Kharak Singh was a self-respecting man 
WxO had decided long ago in the Dera Ghazi Khan Jail not to stand up before any 
official. He told the Jail Warder to inform the visitor, when he was about to enter 
ihe Ward where Baba Kharak Singh was lodged, that he was not fre£, as he was 
having his bath. Thereupon the Commissioner, Mr. Hearne, went back. The 
neXt b a y the Jail Superintendent told Baba Kharak Singh that he had not done 
t u right thing in refusing to meet the Commissioner who had come on an 

p ^ iLba ji replied that he did it purposely to teach a lesson to the 

1 . 1 xueaucratft who used to refuse to see big Indians, so highly placed, on 
an ozsy plea that the Sahib wu* not free. 


A Marvellous Example of Self-Respect 

Once a big official went to see Baba Kharak Singh in JaiL Baba Ji was 
reading the Sikh scriptures, sitting on a mattress before the jail cell. “ Sardar 
• ahib, wouid you kindly stand up as the Inspector-General of Prisons wants to 
talk to you, ;;; id the Jail Superintendent. “The Sahib has to talk with his 
" nun 1 , and I have to 1 iste with my ears. Bui where do the legs come in ? So 
why should I stand ?” replied Baba Kharak Singh. 

Some jail officials told baba Ji that an impression had gone with authori- 
he (Baba Kharak Singh) was very haughty and arrogant; as he would not 
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stand up before any one. Baba Ji replied that he was very humble by tempera¬ 
ment as could be seen from his behaviour with his juniors and even with criminal 
prisoners in jail. But he was stiff in his attitude only with the British officers as 
they came to see him as a prisoner and they wanted him to stand up before them 
to show them respect. Well, he had no respect for those who had humiliated 
his nation by their arrogance and officiousness. It was with the sole intention 
of teaching a lesson to the British officers that he had adopted an attitude of 
defiance. 

Morcha Against the Abattoir in Lahore 

In 1938, the military authorities decided to build an abattoir in the 
Cantonment area adjoining the Mall Road, in Lahore. The Hindus an J National 
ists protested against the decision of the military authorities but no notice uas 
taken. The Hindu leaders, approached Baba Kharak Singh. Baba Ji g a y 
took up their cause. He made a public declaration that if the Government 
not withdraw its orders by a certain date he would launch a morcha. This 
its effect and within a few days the authorities revoked their decision. Sir enry 
Craik was then the Home Member in the Government of India. A military 
officer, Capt. Thakur Singh, went to see Sir Henry Craik and complained t a 
the Government had made a wrong decision and thereby had provoked the 
religious sentiments of Hindus. Sir Henry replied that uptil then the Govern 
ment had not cared much for the protest of Hindu leaders, but ever since Sardar 
Kharak Singh made a declaration to start agitation the Government had recon¬ 
sidered its decision and had ordered the military authorities to abandon the idea 
oi setting up the abattoir. This was another victory scored by Baba Khamk 
Singh and it had so much influence on the Hindus of the Punjab that they began 
to look upon Baba Ji as their saviour. 

Agitation Against the Punjab Agrarian Bdis 

The Punjab Ministry headed by the late Sir Sikander Hvat Khan u - 
duced the agrarian bills in the Punjab Assembly. It was a move to g.vc spe 
consideration to the zamindars, but the bills went very much against the mtv ests 
of the trading community. The Punjab Beopar Mandat organised a great protest 
against the Bills and a storm of agitation broke out in the province. Sir Sikander 
made a public declaration thet he would take stern measures against those who 
dared to oppose the Bills. Thereupon the leaders of the Beopar Mandal 
approached Baba Kharak Singh and requested him to lead the movement. aba 
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had come out of jail only a few days ago and his health did not permit to 
undertake any arduous work for some time. But when he felt that a just cause 
was presented to him he readily jumped into the arena. A huge meeting was 
organised in Lahore to protest against the Bills (which were called ‘Black Bills’ 
by the trading community). In his presidential speech Baba Ji said : “Though 
I am not a bania (a trader) by profession, yet I have rny sympathies for the cause. 
A great injustice has been done to the trading community of the Punjab. If the 
Sikander Ministry wants to improve the lot of the agriculturists, let them do so 
hy all means. But why should it be done at the cost of the non-agriculturists 
and why should discrimination be made ? Sir Sikander has thrown a challenge by 
declaring that whosoever dares to break the law he would break his head. Well, 
I am here to declare, in all humility, that we shall spurn the very brain which 
has the audacity to conceive such nonsense. A self-respecting and freedom- 
loving person must protest against the declaration of the Punjab Premier. I 
promise my people that I shall fight for their cause and shall not rest until justice 
is done to them.” 

The late Diwan Bahadur Raja Narendra Nath who was a great admirer 
'/l Baba ji, wrote a letter in which he persuaded Baba Ji to join a deputation 
which was to wait on the Punjab Premier, and also requested Baba Ji to sign a 
memorandum which was proposed to be submitted to the Punjab Government, 
in this behali. Raja Narendra Nath and people of his view were of the opinion 
.hat the new Ministry, formed under the Provincial Autonomy, was truly repre¬ 
sentative of the people and as such a great patriot like Baba Kharak Singh 
should not hesitate to approach it in the best interest of his people. Baba Ji 
refused to either join the deputation or sign the memorandum on the plea that 
sue. met ods had proved ineffective in the past and as such he had lost all faith 
in them. Baba ji was prepared to lead a morcha if the need arose to get the 

grievances of the trading community redressed. From the letter which Baba Ji 

wrote to Raja Narendra Nath in reply to Raja Saheb's letter, the following words 
cue indeed one of the historic pronouncements made by this great patriot on the 
crucial political problems of the day : — 

vVho does not know that the so-called Provincial Autonomy is 
nothing bu; a name, a sham, a mockery and a puppet-play and that 
r he wire-pullers behind the scenes are still the British representatives 
of the foreign ruling race who directly wielded sway before the farce of 
the self-styled Autonomy was put on the provincial stage ?” 
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A phot^raph of Baba Kharak Singfi taken aftei his release from tail in 

January 1942. 
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Netaji Shriyut Subash Chandcr Bose 












Meeting with Netaji Subash Bose 
In June, 1939, Shri Subash Chander Bose, resigned the Presidentship ot 
the Indian National Congress and organised a separate body known as Forward 
Bloc. He came to Lahore to solicit support of the people. He went to see 
Baba Kharak Singh who was then living at Model Town in Lahore. Subash Babu 
sought Babaji’s blessings which he gladly gave. In a jovial manner Baba Kharak 
Singh said to Netaji : “I am glad you have organised the Forward Bloc, but I 
am by temperament a forward player and never a backward one. ' A mammoth 
public meeting was held in Lahore over which Baba Kharak Singh presided. 
Therein Subash Babu declared his policy. Baba Kharak Singh appealed to the 
audience to give their unstinted support to Sri Subash Chander Bose and thus by 
joining the Forward Bloc infuse fresh enthusiasm. 


An Ardent Lover of Freedom 

The authorities used to impose restrictions on public-men in difterent 
ways. Some were interned in certain localities and were forbidden to go out. 
Some were gagged under the law and Were forbidden to speak in any public 
assembly. Most of the leaders conformed to the legal restrictions. But the 
Government never imposed any such restrictions on Baba Kharak Singh as they 
knew well that he would not obey them. Once Babaji said to his family: 

“The Government is very clever. They know that Kharak Singh 
cannot be bound by any legal restrictions. But supposing some time 
I fall dangerously ill and may become unconscious. It is just possible 
that the Government might avail of my helplessness and might impose 
some restrictions on my movements. In that case I will request m\ 
friends and dear ones to remove my cot to some place outsiue the 
prohibited area so as to violate the ban imposed on me movements 
In case death comes, I shall like to die as a rebel by defying tht lav < 


What a wonderful spirit of freedom ! It very appropriately comports 
with Miiton's saying : “Where Liberty dwells, there is my country. Mazdni, 
the great Italian patriot of the last century, said : “Monarchies ma\ capitulate, 
but Republics die and bear their testimony to martyrdom. Baba Khaiak Singh 
had resolved that lie would prefer to die in freedom than to suirendei betoic 
brutal force. He had resolved that he would fight tor his country to the last and 
prefer death to foreign slavery. Ho K ft his palatial house and comforts to 
ameliorate the lot of his people. Well has it been said by Lmerson A man 
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was not born for prosperity, but to suffer for the benefit of others/’ Baba 
Kharak Singh was horn in prosperity but he voluntarily chose ‘to suffer for the 
benefit of others/ 


Once Baba Kharak Singh fell seriously ill. He has never prayed to the 
Almighty for any earthly gains and worldly comforts. But he prayed to the Lord 
Almighty to spare him until India became free from foreign domination. How 
wonderfully efficacious his prayer has proved to be and how luckily he has been 
blessed with the fulfilment of his heartfelt desire 1 

Opposition to Participation in World War II 

In September, 1939, the second world war broke out and it shook the 
entire human race to its foundations. Hitler became the terror for the Western 
Powers and his onslaughts were threatening the modem civilisation to extinction. 

Most of the Indian leaders advocated the participation in the war efforts 
of the Allies. Even the Congress did not oppose flagrantly. Baba Kharak Singh 
was amongst the very few fearless leaders who openly preached against any kind 
of participation in the War efforts of Allies. Once in a huge meeting he said : 

“His Majesty the King Emperor has appealed to his subjects 
to lend their whole-hearted support to the British Government and 
its Allies in the War against Hitler. While I do not want Hitler or 
any other foreigner to conquer India yet I do not want to help the 
British who have so callously trampled our people under their iron 
heels. Why should we help the Britishers who killed hundreds of our 
innocent people in the Jallianwala Bagh ? Why should we help those 
who put hundreds of thousands of our compatriots in prison ? Let 
them fight their own battles and let not the Indian soldiers spill their 
blood for these who have so ungratefully ignored our services in the 
previous War. This will teach a leason to the arrogant Britishers who 
do not care for the suffering millions of India who are starving. I 
have no sympathy with the British for they never had any for us. So, 
why should we bother about their lot ? We have our own problems 
to solve and instead of draining our resources for the victory of the 
British and their Allies let us converge our efforts for bettering the lot 
of our own people. Now is the right time to strike. ‘ 
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Baba Kharak Singh made similar speeches at various places. I he 
authorities could not tolerate such an open sedition. Consequently Baba Kharak 
Singh was put behind bars in August, 1940. During this period of incarceration 
Baba Kharak Singh got cataract and was advised by the Eye-Specialists to undergo 
an operation. He was released early in 1942 and was operated for cataract in 
1943. The operation did him a lot of good and he regained his eyesight which 
was so badly impaired in jail. 

In August, 1942, Baba Kharak Singh’s wife, Sardarni Hira Devi died 
It was indeed a great loss to Baba Ji as he had to live thereafter without his best 
life-companion. But like a true Sikh Baba Ji bore the loss with graceful 
resignation. 


The Pakistan Plan 

In those days the late Mr. Jinnah had put forth his plan tor the creation 
of Pakistan. Baba Kharak Singh opposed the vivisection of the country. He 
issued the following statement in this behalf: 

“I am shocked to know that Mr. Jinnah and the Muslim League have 
put forth a plan under which Pakistan is to be established by dividing 
India. I am afraid my Muslim friends have fallen into a dangerous trap 
which has been laid by the British statesmen. The British do not want 
to leave India and to perpetuate their domination they want to create 
perpetual disunity amongst the Indian communities. The whole scheme 
smacks of mischief and British statesmen have found in Mr. Jinnah a 
scapegoat to give effect to their sinister machinations of ‘divide and rule 
I would strongly appeal to my countrymen to oppose this evil scheme 
tooth and nail.” 

. . r 

Baba Kharak Singh organised a strong agitation against the partition o 
India and meetings and conferences were held throughout the Punjab. In the 
end of 1944, a huge conference was proposed to be held at Gujranwala over 
which Baba Kharak Singh was to preside. The authorities banned the conference, 
but Baba Kharak Singh defied the law and went to the venue of the conference. 
He was consequently arrested. After a few weeks the authorities released Baba Ji 
as they apprehended a great agitation in the Province. T his was the las: 
imprisonment that fell to the lot of the brave Baba. 

a* 1 


A Noble Example of Simplicity 

Though bom in a rich family, Baba Kharak Singh has never had any 
complex of a rich man s son. He has always taken pleasure in mixing with the 
common folk and has always espoused the cause of the common man. Once a 
chaprasi (a peon) working in a certain college in Lahore was imprisoned for 
committing theft. He come into contact with Baba Kharak Singh in the Lahore 
Central Jail. Baba Ji’s ennobling company reformed the criminal and he promised 
to be a better man in future. The chaprasi asked Baba Kharak Singh to dine 
with him at his place after Baba Ji was released. To this Baba Ji gladly agreed. 
On Baba Ji s release a big reception was accorded to him by the citizens of 
Lahore. There were several big people around Baba Ji who requested him to 
attend the various functions they had arranged in his honour. Just at that time 
the chaprasi came forward and reminded Baba Ji of the promise made to him 
while in jail. Like a true great man. Baba Ji accepted the invitation and said to 
his big friends that he would first of all go to the house of the chaprasi and dine 
with him. This was not relished much by Baba Ji’s colleagues who believed in 
pomp and show. But Baba Ji rose above pettiness and false prestige. It has 
been very appropriately said by the sage of Concord : “A great man is always 
willing to be little. Nothing is more simple than greatness ; indeed, to be simple 
is to be great.” \Vell, Baba Kharak Singh has established by his actions that he 
is a great man of a very high order. The great Guru Nanak says : A true Saint 
is he ''.’hose very appearance infuses virtue and goodness into the seer and whose 
actions savour of humility.” The very appearance of Baba Kharak Singh is 
saintly and a few moments spent in his company are worth months spent in 
paradise. I have always held Baba Kharak Singh as a born-saint. He has never 
assumeo the airs of an aristocrat nor has he ever tried to domineer his juniors or 
colleagues. He is simple in habits and elegant in his behaviour. He talks 
straight and believes in no diplomatic ways of saying or doing. He is indeed a 
paragon of greatness. 

“His tongue was framed to music. 

And his hand was armed with skill, 

His face was the mould of beauty, 

And his heart the throne of will.” 

May the Lord Almighty spare this saint-patriot for many many more 
years so that the nation may benefit by his living example of selfless service and 
superb sacrifice. That is the paramount need of the hour. We need men of 
haracter who can inspire us by their exemplary conduct. 
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Meeting With Pandit Nehru 

In August, 1945, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru visited Lahore. During his 
talks with Congress leaders of the Punjab, Pandit Nehru enquired about Baba 
Kharak Singh and expressed a desire to meet him. Pandit Nehru went to see Bab 
Kharak Singh at his residence in Model Town, Lahore. Baba Kharak Singh, despite 
his differences with the Congress in certain matters, had supported its candidate in 
a by-election held in N.W.F.P. Pandit Nehru expressed the Congress’ gratitude 
to Baba Ji for what he had done for it. Baba Ji replied that whatever he haw 
done was no obligation to anyone as he did the proper thing to satisfy the dictates 
of his conscience. It was a very cordial meeting of two great men and it went a 
long way in bringing the Sikhs closer to the Congress. 

I. N. A. Cause 

The Netaji, Shriyut Subash Chander Bose, had organised the Indian 
National Army during the World War II. It was declared unlawful and h* 
officers and soldiers were arrested. They were charged with high treason and 
disloyalty. It created a great consternation throughout the world, and people in 
India were very much perturbed. The Congress took up the cause of the I.N.A. 
and it goes to the credit of Pandit Nehru that he played a glorious rok in 
behalf. By championing the I.N.A. cause at a psychological moment 
Nehru duly vindicated the honour of India in general and the National Arm) ^ in 
particular. By his untiring efforts Pandit Nehru established the right of a 
subject race to revolt against its foreign rulers. Baba Kharak Singh was one ot 
those top-ranking leaders who at once took up the cause of the I. N. A. in the 
Punjab. On October 30. 1945 . Baba Kharak Singh issued the following state¬ 
ment :— 

“ I have all my sympathy for the I.N.A. which was organi c. 
Shriyut Subash Chander Bose. It is full and pure patriotism and to 
call such heroes traitors is to insult humanity. We h?-ve every right 
to revolt against a Government which is not our own and which is 
exploiting India so badly. I wish it to lx clearly understood by the 
British Imperialists that they dare not take any Strong action against 
the I.N.A. officers and soldiers. God forbid if the British imperialists 
do not pay any heed to th.e sentiments and feelings of millions oi 
Indians and inflict some deterrent punishment on our heioes : >“ 

create a storm of resentment throughout the Indian Continent In 


A Noble Example of Simplicity 

Though born in a rich family, Baba Kharak Singh has never had any 
complex of a rich man s son. He has always taken pleasure in mixing with the 
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vears so that the nauon may benefit by his living example of selfless service and 
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officers and soldiers were arrested. They were charged with high treason and 
disloyalty. It created a great consternation throughout the world, and people in 
India were very much perturbed. The Congress took up the cause of the I.N.A. 
and it goes to the credit of Pandit Nehru that he played a glorious role in this 
behalf. By championing the I.N.A. cause at a psychological moment Pandit 
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particular. By his untiring efforts Pandit Nehru established the right of a 
subject race to revolt against its foreign rulers. Baba Kharak Singh was one ot 
those top-ranking leaders who at once took up the cause of the I. N. A. in the 
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“ I have all my sympathy for the I.N.A. which was organised by 
Shriyut Subash Chander Bose. It is full and pure patriotism and *0 
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arji 


that case I shall be the first man to launch a Morcha against the British 
Government in India and if they resort to violence and firing I shall 
face the bullet in my chest. For such a heroic and noble cause I am 
prepared to stake my all.” 

General Elections in 1946 

After the failure of Wavell Conference held in Simla in 1945, Lord Wavell 
t.he then Viceroy of India) announced that general elections shall take place 
thioughout India to elicit the verdict of the people. The Akalis in the Punjab 
organised a front against the Congress. Baba Kharak Singh gave his support to 
the Congress and appealed to Sikhs to vote for it. He toured extensively and 
went from place to place in the Punjab and N.W.F-P. He exhorted the masses 
to return those members to the legislatures who had the courage to oppose the 
British imperialists in power. As a result of Baba Kharak Singh’s strenuous 
eiiorts in this matter the Congress achieved a splendid victory in the Punjab and 
a good number of Sikhs were returned to the Assemblies on Congress ticket. 

Cabinet Mission 

In 1946, the British Government sent out a mission to India under the 
leadership of Lord Pethick Lawrence, the then Secretary of State for India in the 
Labour Government. In May, 1946, the Cabinet Mission gave its verdict. Baba 
Khao.k omgh advised the Indian National Congress in particular and the Indian 

statesmen in general not to accept anything which fell short of complete 
independence. 


The Partition of India 

On 2Cth Ivbruary, 1947, Mr. Attlee, the then British Premier in the 
Labour Government, made a historic pronouncement. In this pronouncement 
Mr. Attlee proposed the division of India on certain communal basis. Baba 
Kharak Singh issued a warning on this occasion and exhorted his compatriots to 
beware of the subtle tactics of British statesmen whose sinister intentions were 
bound :.c weaken India s solidarity. But to our great misfortune, India was 
partitioned and Pakistan came into existence. The havoc wrought by the 
ivsection of India is too great to be described in a volume like this. Baba 
Kl . ' ak huirgh has suffered immensely by the partition and he had to leave his 
home and hearth. After leaving Lahore, Baba Kharak Singh went to stay with 
-iaiioi. of hi* in Kulu Valley. While returning from Kulu to Delhi, Baba 
Rh lo*t his only son on the way. His son fell into a khud (deep ditch) 
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Baba Kharak Singh’s only son, the late Sardar Prithipal Singh, who met with 
accident in the Kulu Valley in October, 1947. 
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p jndit Nehru presenting a silver replica of the National Flag to Baba Kharak Singh on his 82nd birthday on June 6, 1949. 

There are few hands which can uphold the honour and preserve the dignity of the National Flag better 

than those of Baba Ji’s."—Pt. Nehru. 



and died instantaneously. What a terrible shock ! The death of his only son in 
such adverse circumstances was indeed one of the most terrible blows that destiny- 
can inflict on mortals but Baba Kharak Singh bore it with courage and fortitude 
and thus established the efficacy of his unswerving faith in the infallible will ot 
the Almighty. Great sympathy was shown to Baba Ji. Mahatma Gandhi and 
Pandit Nehru sent messages of condolence. Once a learned friend of mine went 
to condole the death of Baba Ji’s son. This friend said in sympathy : “Baba Ji, 
God is a queer entity who has meted out such a cruel treatment to a saintly 
person like you. It is a strange world wherein scoundrels thrive and saints sutler/’ 
Baba Ji at once took up the gauntlet and in a stern voice replied : " No, No ! 

The God Almighty never errs and whatever He does is always right. He never 
does anything out of malice. It must be my own bad luck which has brought 
about this calamity. Nevertheless, I resign my lot to the Lord and pray that He 
may grant me courage to bear the irreparable loss/' My friend was deeply moved 
and impressed by Baba Kharak Singh’s faith and manliness. 

Baba Kharak Singh's Role in Free India 

Though himself a victim of the havoc that partition has brought about 
and having himself suffered immensely. Baba Kharak Singh believes that the 
consolidation of India’s internal economy and the preservation of law and order 
is the paramount need of the present times. He has always urged upon the 
National Government and Pandit Nehru to redress the grievances of those 
unfortunate millions who have been uprooted by the vivisection of India. But at 
the same time Baba Ji has always advised displaced persons not to resort to any 
line of action which may embarrass the Government and thereby weaken the 
National solidarity. He has always appealed to the refugees to support the 
Nehru Government for he believes that in the strength of the National Govern 
ment lies the ultimate solution of all the problemsarising out ot the partition. 
But Baba Kharak Singh is strongly opposed to those reactionaries who are out 10 
exploit the sentiments of displaced persons for the achievement of their ulterior 
motives. 

Presentation of Saropa to Pandit Nehru 

On 14th November, 1948, a huge meeting of Sikhs was held in New 
Delhi to celebrate the birthday of Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Baba Kharak Singh 
presided over the meeting and Pandit Nehru was invited. It was a happy coin¬ 
cidence as a Prime Minister also completed his 59 th year on the same day. 
Baba Kharak Singh presented the Saropa (a robe of honour) to the Prime 



Minister on behalf of the Sikh community. Presenting the saropa, Baba Ji 
said : 

We all must thank the benevolent Providence that we have 
been blessed to witness India’s liberation after centuries of foreign 
domination. I am indeed glad that the nation has selected Pandit 
Nehru as its first Prime Minister to steer the destiny of his people. 
My connections with Pandit Nehru are very old and our mutual 
regard is well known to all. I am confident that Pandit Nehru will 
try to solve the various problems confronting the nation, particularly 
the rehabilitation of displaced persons. Until the refugees are proper¬ 
ly settled there can be no lasting peace and enduring prosperity. I 
would, therefore, appeal to Pandit Nehru to kindly see that the 
grievances of displaced persons are duly redressed. I would also 
appeal to all my countrymen and countrywomen, and particularly to 
Sikhs, to solidly stand behind the National Government and strengthen 
Pandit Nehru’s hands so that he may solve their various problems.” 

Receiving the saropa from Baba Ji, the Prime Minister said : 

I am thankful to you all for doing me this unique honour, 
especially on this great day, the birthday of Guru Nanak Dev Ji. The 
receiving of this honour at the hands of a brave man like Baba Kharak 
^ in sh is indeed a significant and splendid thing and it raises a small 
man to the stature of a great man. Baba Ji is one of those stalwarts 
who have fought in the frontline of India’s struggle for freedom. I have 
always ’held Baba Kharak Singh in very high esteem and to my mind 
h s whole career is an example for all Indians.” 

Prime Minister Honours Baba Ji 

On 6th June, 1949, the 82nd birthday of Baba Kharak Singh was cele¬ 
brated in New Delhi. A big reception was held by the citizens of Delhi. The 
Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, participated in the function. Baba 
Kharak Singh's services to tire nation were eulogised by big leaders, such as, Dr. 
Kitch’ew, Sardar Sant Singh, Shri Purshotamdas Tandon, Shnmati Rameshwari 
Nenru, Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon, Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir, General Shah 
\awaz Khan and several others. A replica of the National Flag (made in silver) 

was piese.ited to Baba Ji in recognition of his meritorious services. Presenting 
! National blag the Prime Minister said : 
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“ There are few hands which can uphold the honour, and preserve 
the dignity, of the National Flag better than those of Baba Ji's. Baba 
Kharak Singh's record of honesty and integrity could not be easily 
equalled. These were the qualities which strengthened a Nation. 
Though people had sometimes differed from him yet they were forced 
to acknowledge Baba Ji's greatness. He is one of those stalwarts who 
have fought in the vanguard of the battle for India's freedom. One 
outstanding feature of Baba Ji's life is that he is plain like water and 
firm like a rock. When once he undertakes something he is there to 
see that it is duly accomplished. This is the supreme lesson which 
we, especially our youth, have to learn from the life of this grand man. 

Advice to the Nation 

On ioth July, 1949, Baba Kharak Singh issued the following appeal to 
the people of India : — 

** Having spent a long time in the struggle, for India s iicedo: 

I take this opportunity and privilege to say a few crucial things to 
country fellows at this critical juncture in the political histor> 0 ou 
motherland." 

4 * It is a great matter of genuine pride that India has become free from 
the foreign domination and I pray the Providence to bless my motherland w ith 
lasting prosperity and abiding peace. But I regret to say the lot o r the common 
man in India has not as much improved as it should have under the National! 
Government. Our Prime Minister is truly a great man worthy of the position 
he holds, but I regret to observe that most of the things he intends to do for the 
country's good and many a declaration of policy he makes are not fully imple¬ 
mented by those who are running the day-to-day administration. Black 
marketing, corruption, jobbery and several other vices are rampant both in the 
administration as well as outside. I am afraid if drastic steps are not taken 
immediately and if nothing substantial is done effectively to stem in this vicious 
tide our hard-won freedom will be of no real use. I also strongly urge upon 
Pandit Nehru to properly assert and see that his directions and policy are duly 
carried out." 

" But in spite of all this I do not favour the idea of doing anything at 
present Much may tend to embarrass our present National Government at such 
a critical time when it has to face and solve some more important problems. 
Whatever political differences one may have with the policy of the present 
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Government in rega d to certain matters no genuine patriot would like to see our 
National Government being weakened in any way. The collective good of India 
as a whole demands that Indians of all shades of opinion must get together to 
conserve and consolidate the National resources. Unfortunately there are a few 
reactionary and disruptive movements going on in the world at present and they 
have international repercussions. Those repercussions are very dangerous for 
the peace and basic fabric of the Indian Culture and civilisation. Taking into 

parti ofth° n haPPenbg in Chin ^Ma!aya, Siam, Burma and some other 

r , . W ° r am honestly of the opinion that we Indians should desist 

1? ° mg 3nything which g° es to paralyse our National Government. I do not 
- see my motherland plumed into confusion and anarchy. That would 

P aster and would tantamount to an invitation to some external powers to 
intercede and exploit India.” 

” There is lot of commentary and criticism about the Indian National 
congress and its future policy. Though I have generally supported the Congress 
m its struggle for Independence yet it is an open secret that on several occasions 
nave fought against the Congress when I found that it was going in the wrong 
direction. Even today, with all the differences I may have with the Congress 
programme and policy, I am prepared to support it provided it sticks to its 
professed ideal of secularism and the proper protection of the minorities. As a 

"f I C T n0t - SUbSCrib ! t0 any ° f any party Which aims at the establishment 

, e G< a P ar * lcu ar sect or community. I am for a government which is 

Havi^rr f t 1 r ionsofthen “ bn and in wwch « u 

destiny of our Nation ii government alone can deliver goods and steer the 

prepare the masses toendcl K ' ref ° re ’ Strongly appeal to a11 m y countrymen to 
the coming elections.” bnn§ such a government into existence after 

T , , 1 I i°u e8tly if* thattllere » no better man today to replace Pandit 

J wahar al Nehru. The country is safe in his hands and I am fully convinced 
hat under the present circumstances Pandit Nehru alone can steer the destiny of 
tie nation. .therefore, appeal to all sections and political parties to solidly 
Pjmdit lodenddp aa«l strengthen him to play his 

t r ° 6 lf ' the 8trafe that 18 COI ™ng in the near future. That alone will enable 
hone Jn , marc .^ a b ead and attain its proper place in the comity of nations. I 
nope India will rise to the occasion and will prove to the world at large that we 

.Jr! Jre Capab * e enou gh to manage our own affairs without any foreign inter- 
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‘‘A History of National Struggle” 

The 83rd birthday of Baba Kharak Singh was celebrated in New Delhi 
in June, 1950. Mr. N. V. Gadgil, the then Minister for Works, Mines and 
Power, presided. The President, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the Prime Minister, 
Pandit Nehru, the Deputy Prime Minister, the late Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, sent 
messages of greetings. The President in his message said : 

“The life of Baba Kharak Singh is an eloquent sermon in the 
service of the nation and humanity. Even though weighed by years 
he has yet been constantly making his contribution to the cause of the 
Indian national evolution. When the communal storm had shaken 
many a patriot off his feet, he had remained like a rock in the pursuit 
of secular nationalism. He is indeed a person who adds dignity tc 
the community and the nation to which he belongs. People can honour 
him by zealously cultivating his ideal of selfless service and spirit of 
dedication and by remaining firm to the cause-which has been c e 
to his heart all through his life. I greet him today when he enters 
his 83rd birthday and pray God to send us many more returns of this 
happy day in future.” 

The Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in his message said : 

“It is a pleasure to have this great fighter for freedom amongst 
us and I hope that we shall have that pleasure for many many yea..* 
to come. During his long life, he has never surrendered to what he 
considered wrong or evil, whatever the consequences might have been. 
And so, today he stands like a beacon light to others, who dtaw 
courage from his example.” 

The late-lamented Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the then Deputy 1 1 in 
Minister of India, in his message said : 

“Baba Kharak Singh has suffered for the Congress cause. He 
has been a source of inspiration to many a Sikh youth, and his examp e 
has encouraged men of all communities. His life has been y 

of national struggle, and we are all so glad that his venerable figure 
is still with us in its ripe old age 

Maulana Abui Kalam Azad, India’s Education Minister, in hi* sage 

said : 

'My sincere congratulations to Baba Kharak Singh Ji at the time 






when his 83rd birthday is being celebrated. Baba Ji is one of those 
leaders who have spent the greater portion of their lives in the fight 
for the freedom of their country and in order to establish and develop 
feelings of love and harmony among its various communities. There 
is no doubt our country needs men of Baba Ji’s character. It is my 
sincere wish that he may be spared for us for a number of years.” 

A saropa was presented to Baba Kharak Singh by the Chairman of the 
meeting, Mr. N. V. Gadgil, on behalf of the citizens of Delhi. Presenting the 
saropa, Mr. Gadgil said : 

If someone was to ask me to narrate in brief the history of the 
past 60 years of our struggle for freedom, I am afraid it is not possible 
to do so in a short time like this. But Baba Ji is the living history of 
tae Indian national struggle. Baba Ji is a Karam Yogi and we all 
must follow his example if we wish to raise our country to the highest 
pinnacle of progress.” 

A Living Example of Fearless Determination 

fne 84th birthday of Baba Kharak Singh was celebrated in Delhi on 10th 
Juiie, 1951, by various political and social ^organisations. Dr. Kitchlew presided 
over the meeting. A Shield cf Honour (made in gun metal) was presented to 
Baba Ji in recognition of his services. While presenting the Shield of Honour, 
the Pri ™e Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, said 

f do not see anybody in the country today who can be compared 
m coura S e > bravery and truthfulness with Baba Kharak Singh. His 
presence amidst us lifts us up, and strengthens our morale. I, there¬ 
fore, do not so much congratulate him on his birthday as yourself and 

myself. Baba Ji is a living example of fearless determination, courage 
and bravery.” 

Support to the Congress in General Elections 

The first general elections took place in Free India in 1952 under the new 
Constitution. Baba Kharak Singh supported the Congress and appealed to the 
M-an electorate to vote for it. Despite his differences with the Congress in 
certain matters, Baba Kharak Singh believes that there is no better organisation 
in India at present to which the destiny of the nation can be safely entrusted. All 
■ k same he advises Pandit Nehru and Congress leaders from time to time to 
cdiately put into effect some constructive schemes whereby the lot of the 
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Kharak ; ngh with Dr, Rajendra Prasad, at the reception held on 20th June, 1952, in Hotel Imperial New Delhi, 
to celebrate Baba ji’s 85th birthday Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir, MP, President, Punjab Pradesh Congress 

Committee, is standing exactly behind Baba Ji. 



common man may be improved. He also believes that Congress is the only body 
which can adequately safeguard the rights of minorities. He has, therefore, 
appealed to Sikhs, from time to time, to align with Congress. He does not 
believe in sectionalism and does not want his community to side with communal 
organisations which are out to set up the government of a particular Community- 

Honoured by the Head of the State 
The 85th birthday of Baba Kharak Singh was celebrated in New Delhi 
on 20th June, 1952. A big reception was arranged by the citizens of Delhi. 
The President, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, ana some 
Ministers of the Central Government and several diplomats participated. An 
address was presented to Baba Ji by Dr. Kitchlew on behalf of the citizens 01 
Delhi, in which his services and sacrifices were appreciated. He was garlanded 
by the President, the Prime Minister and other big dignitaries. 

The President, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, delivered a speech in whLh he 
appealed to the country to follow Baba Kharak Singh's example of selfless ser vice 
and true sacrifice. 
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EPILOGUE 

1 have ventured t0 narrate a salient facts from Baba Kharak Singh’s 
heroic life and, I am sure, the readers will draw inspiration. I am fully aware of 

_e_tairi omission^ out I hope in due course a more comprehensive volume will 
be published. 

. . ' : ^ s " ave ^ ero and gallant stalwart, who has about 15 political 
convictions to his credit and who has spent 20 years in prison, is still a dynamic 
lorce despite his age. People have some time asked the question as to what was 

tlC good of this vener able hero going to jail time and again. I have often replied 
to my friends in the following words of Thoreau : 

“Under a Government which punishes anyone unjustly the proper 
place for a just man is only in jail.” 

c-Oder a government which killed hundreds of innocent Indians in Jallianwala 
Eagh ; under the British bureaucracy which imprisoned thousands of Indian 
patriots for the mere love of their country ; under a government which inflicted 
atrocities on those who spoke for the welfare of their people and, above all, under 
a government which could punish saints like Mahatma Gandhi and Baba Kharak 
S'ngh, the proper course for every self-respecting person was to defy the 
bureaucracy and thus go to jail. Those who criticised Baba Kharak Singh and 
people ot his views must have now fully realised that it is the sacrifice of such 
patriots which has brought freedom to India. 

The Path of Greatness 

It is a rough road that leads to the heights of greatness,” says Seneca, 
the Roman stoic philosopher. 

^>aba Kharak Singh chose the path which was strewn with immense 
difficulties and hardships, but by his resolute faith he ultimately reached the 
goal. 

It has been well said by some one : 

'‘Difficulty is a nurse of greatness—a harsh nurse, who rocks her 
foster children roughly, but rocks them into strength and athletic 
proportions.—The mind, grappling with great aims and Wrestling with 
mighty impediments, grows by a certain necessity to the stature of 
greatness,” 


Confucius, the great Chinese sage, said 

“For gold is tried in fire and Acceptable men in the furnace of 
Adversity.” 

Baba Kharak Singh left his palatial home, his ancestral estate and his 

luxurious life and jumped into the arena of strife, privation and hardship, 
suffered but his forbearance, fortitude and resignation have proved his mettle and 

have established his intrinsic worth. 

One thing most remarkable in Baba Kharak Singh's character is that he 
is abundantly self-respecting and self-reliant. He is indeed one of those heroes 
of whom Shakespeare said : 

“Mine honour is my life ; both grow in one ; 

Take honour from me, and my life is done. 

“Life every man holds dear ; but the brave 

man holds honour far more precious dear than life. ’ 

Once a relative of Baba Ji narrated to me an incident, which surprised even 
some of the best admirers of Baba Ji. When the reforms under India Act of 
1935 were being contemplated to be put into effect, the Governor of the Punjab 
sent a message to Baba Ji through a common friend. The Governor said that 
the government knew full well that it could not please and secure the cooperation 
of Sikhs until and unless Baba Kharak Singh agreed to co-operate with the 
government. The Governor gave a gesture of goodwill and wanted to sound 
Baba Ji if he would accept a seat in the new Cabinet to be formed under the 
Provincial Autonomy. Baba Ji replied that he could not sit with those British 
imperialists who had butchered his compatriots, much less could he work under 
those tyrants who had bled his nation. Any other person would have welcomed 
the offer, but in Baba Kharak Singh was a hero who valued his honour and self- 
respect more than worldly allurements. No temptation, however big, and no 
price, however enormous, could entice or buy this dauntless and self- respecting 
General of India’s battle for freedom. He preferred prison to a comfortable 
parlour and hardship to degradation. He apprized the honour oi his nation 
above all worldly gains and he refused to surrender before tyranny. Such is the 
path of greatness !! 

Baba Kharak Singh’s Creed 

Baba Kharak Singh is deeply religious but his religion is cosmopolitan 
and transcends all bounds of prejudice or parochialism. He respects all 
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religions and believes in the fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man. 
Essentially being a man of faith, Baba Kharak Singh believes that purity of 
character and high motives of self-less service alone can raise the prestige of 
« nati an. He believes that the best worship that one can offer to the Deity is the 
service o man md, irrespective of caste, creed or race., “Service of humanity 

\V 2 st fPP m g-stone to the service of God,” is Baba Kharak Singh’s ideal of 
hfe and he has actually lived upto this doctrine. 


vet ft 1 -° u § he has played a glorious part in India’s struggle for freedom 

. a ^h a rak Singh is an internationalist. He believes that all human race is 
g i , * " an ^’. as SUC ^» barriers of superficial distinction must be abolished. 
V ara ln §h stands for an international system of government whereunder 
ave equality of opportunity. He believes that diplomacy and duplicity 
are synonymous and as such they cannot bring peace and harmony. 


Every true man is a cause, a country and an age. 

An individual man is a fruit which it cost 
all the foregoing ages to form and ripen. 

A man, a personal ascendancy, is the only 

great phenomenon. What is the State ? The 

hero is the State. One sage outweighs all China and Japan ” 

The above dicta of Emerson is indeed excellent and I have experienced that in 
ny " im § 8 '■ befittingly applies to Baba Ji’s personality. Baba Kharak Singh is 
y an individual. He is an institution in himself. He represents the cause 
° man 8 r ® e ^ on ' an d self-respfect; he represents the culture of India ; and he is 
tie voice of the age which is clamouring for equality, liberty, fraternity, unity and 
above all, universal amity. 


J. Sparks, the American historian and biologist of nineteenth century, 
said of Washington : 


‘‘If the title of great man ought to be reserved for him who 
■ annot be charged with an indiscretion or a vice ; who spent his life 
in establishing the independence, the glory and durable prosperity of 
his country ; who succeeded in all that he undertook, and whose 
successes were never won at the expense of honour, justice, integrity, 

or by the sacrifice of a single principle—this title will not be denied to 
Washington/* 


With due apologies to Sparks, I make bold to say that Baba Kharak 
Singh not only deserves this title but has duly won it. 

I have spent a greater part of my life in public service and from my 
childhood I have an aptitude for serious study. I have read a lot and have 
spent thousands in building a big library, which unfortunately I had to leave in 
Lahore where from I had to run away to save my life in 1947, when India was 
partitioned and people became mad to kill their own kind. In all humility I can 
say that I know some thing of human life and its various aspects. I have spent 
years and years in the company of holy men, sages, philosophers and, above all, 
I have had the honour to spend some time in the company of some of India's 
political leaders. But in Baba Kharak Singh I have found a few remarkable 
things which really make him not only great but greater in many respects. His 
sincerity is transparent and his veracity is proverbial. His persistency and iron 
will have always been manifested in whatever work he undertook. His character 
is spotless and his courage is indomitable. His personality is superb and his 
sacrifice is supreme. 

In the words of our respected Rashtrapati, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, "he is 
indeed a person who adds dignity to the community and the nation to which he 
belongs.” 

I have endeavoured to portray to the public some of the features oi 
Baba Kharak Singh’s life with the intention of educating our youth in the high 
principles of public service and lofty ideals of character. I hope the living 
example of this great patriot will inspire many a youth who really needs an 
inspiration and proper guidance to mark his advance towards the establishment 
of a truly socialistic state in India and elsewhere. 

May Providence spare this grand old man for many more years so that 
all lovers of humanity and seekers of truth may draw inspiration from his grand 
personality. 
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•:uced on Babi Ji‘s right is his daughter-in-law, Sardarni Prithipal Singh 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

the past, the birthday of Baba Kharak Singh used to be celebrated in the 
^|] mon th of June. But this year a departure has been made from the previous 

practice. 

Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji, M.P., expressed a desire to meet Baba 
Kharak Singh. He went to see Baba Ji with me at Baba Ji’s residence in Delhi in 
May, 1953. Dr. Mookerji was greatly impressed by Baba Kharak Singh’s 
personality and suggested to me that a commemoration volume should be 
prepared for presentation to Baba Ji wherein a biographical sketch should appear 
alongwith the tributes and articles of distinguished personalities and renowned 
authors. I welcomed Dr. Mookerji’s suggestion and consulted some of my 
friends who have always had a great regard for Baba Ji’s personality. -After 
prolonged consultations it was decided that a commemoration volume should 
be prepared and published for presentation to the great patriot in recognition 
of the meritorious services he has rendered to the cause of India’s freedom. 
Consequently, an appeal was issued in May, 1953. under the signatures of some 
prominent public leaders, for donations. It was decided that instead of celebra¬ 
ting Baba Ji's birthday in June, as usual, the money thus spent should be saved 
and all efforts should be made to bring out an Abhinandan Granth for 
presentation. 

A Committee was formed with Dr. Saif-ud-Din Kitchlew as its President 
and myself as the Secretary. Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji was ‘requested to 
become the Chief Editor, so as to supervise the compilation of the volume. 

I consulted my friend, Shri Janki Das Kapur, and he gladly agreed to 
associate himself with the scheme. He was elected as one of the Vice-Presidents. 

I must express my gratitude to Shri Janki Das for all the help and cooperation 
he has been giving for the successful execution of the mission. 

In this connection, I deem it proper to mention that in 1952, my friend, 
Capt. Anant Singh, Proprietor, The Services Press, who has printed the Granth, 
suggested to me to compile the biography of Baba Kharak Singh. I (alked the 
matter over with my esteemed friend, Shri M. S. Oberoi. Managing Director. 
Associated Hotels of India, and requested him to help mein the noble cause. Shri 
Oberoi promised to give all the help I needed. But owing to my pre-occupations 
in certain public activities, I could not undertake the work. 1 hanks lo Dr. 


Radha Kumud Mookerji that under his inspiration I have been eventually 
prompted to work on a scheme which, indeed, deserves help and patronage from 
all well-wishers of the country. 

It rok about five months to gather material and collect funds for the 
preparation of the commemoration volume. The work for the printing of the 
Granth was started right earnestly in November last and I must thank Gapt. 
Anant Singh for the labour he has put in printing the volume in a decent and 
presentable manner. 

While thanking all those who have contributed towards this noble mission, 
I must express our deep gratitude to our respected Rashtrapati, Dr. Rajendra 
i rasad, and our great Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, and other public 
leaders and renowned authors who have been good enough to send their tributes 
and articles for inclusion in the volume. 

As proposed by Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji, THE COMMITTEE 
HAVE DECIDED TO CREATE AN ENDOWMENT IN BABAJI’S 
HONOUR. It is proposed to invest about Rs. 10,000 - in Government securities 
and out of the interest accrued a lectureship shall be set up. Eminent scholars 
will be requested to deliver lectures and write theses. Suitable awards will be 
given by the Committee to deserving speakers and writers. The sums collected 
by way of donations and through the sale of the Granth, after disbursement 
of all expenses, shall be credited to the permanent account of the Endowment. 

1 must here express our great appreciation for the generosity of Shri M. S. 
Oberoi who has very kindly donated Rs. 4,100/- for this noble cause. We thank 
all the donors, patrons and subscribers who have contributed. Shri Janki Das 
has been kind enough to donate Rs. 1,100/- and I must thank him for the 
patronage he has given. 

In conclusion, I have to thank the President of the Abhinandan Commit¬ 
tee, Dr. Saif-ud-din Kitchlew, for his kind patronage and Dr. Radha Kumud 
Mookerji, Cheif Editor, for writing an inspiring introduction and supervising the 
compilation of the Granth. 
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SANTOKH SINGH VIDYARTHI 

Secretary 

Baba Kharak Singh Abhinandan Committee 


LIST OF DONORS 

The Committee gratefully records the names of all the Specials Donors 
the Patrons, the Members and the Subscribers as follows:— 

A—Special Donors Rs. 

1. Shri M. S. Oberoi, President, Oberoi Hotels (India) Ltd., and 

Mg. Director, Associated Hotels of India Ltd. ... 4,100 

2. Shri Janki Das Kapur, M. A., President, Northern India 
Chamber of Commerce and Chairman, The Atlas Cycle 

Industries Ltd. ... r,ioo 

B—Patrons 

t. H.H. Shri Maharaj Yadavindra Singh Sahib Raipramukh 

ofPEPSU. ‘ ... 500 

2. Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia, Deputy Defence Minister, India ... 5°° 

3. Sardar Ranjit Singh, M. P. New Delhi ... 5 00 

4. Shri Gobindram Hassaram, Proprietor, ‘Glamour', Connaught 

Place, New Delhi ... 5 00 

5. Sardar Inder Singh, Singh Engineering Works, Kanpur ... 3 00 

6. Bawa Bachittar Singh, Bawa Glass Co., Delhi ... 250 

7. Shri Jai Dayal Dalmia, New Delhi ••• 2 5 ° 

8. Raja Gulab Singh Sethi, M. C., New Delhi ... 250 

9 Shri Raj Kapoor, R. K. Studios, Chembur, Bombay • •• 250 

C—Members 

1. Sardar Sant Singh, formerly, India's Ambassador in Ethiopia ... * 5 * 

2. Sardar Jasbir Singh, Grandson of the late R.B. Sardar 

Boota Singh of Rawalpindi, 43, Rajpur Road, Delhi ... I 5 r 

3. S. S. Dr. Gurbux Singh, President, Ranbaxy & Co., Ltd., 

New Delhi ... 125 

4. Sardar Prem Singh Sodhbans, Sodhbans & Co., New Delhi ... *25 

5. Rai Bahadur Jessaram Fatehchand, Naya Bazar. Delhi ••• 12 5 

6. Sir Shri Ram, Delhi Cloth & Genl. Mills, Delhi ... lot 

7. Bawa Daswandha Singh, Timber Merchant, Yumna Nagar, 

Jagadhari (Ambala) ... 101 

8. 8; B. Sardar Gurbax Singh, 11, Court Road. Delhi ... 101 

9. Lt. Col. Dr. Teja Singh Uberoi, Prop Dr. Juggat Singh 

& Sons, Bombay ... *01 

10. Dr. K. A. Hamied, J. P . M. L> C„ Sheriff of Bombay ... xoi 
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11. Messrs. Castophene Mfg. Co. (Sardars Tirath Singh Rs. 

and Moti Singh) ■ ... i OI 

12. Messrs. Wassiamull Assoomal, Bombay ... ioi 

i * Messrs. J.B. Mangharam & Co., Bombay ... ioi 

14. Shri Mangaldas N. Verma, Bombay ... IO i 

15. Sardar Partap Singh, J.P., Bombay ... io i 

16. Messrs. Bright Bros. Ltd., Bombay ... 101 

17. Shri D.N. Shroff, Evans Fraser & Co. (India) Ltd., Bombay ... 101 

18. Shri Navinchandra Mafatlal (M's.Mafatlal Gagalbhai & Co. 

Ltd.), Bombay ... IO i 

? r 9 - Sardar Kapoor Singh, Chairman, Punjab Legislative Council ... 101 

20. S.S. Sarda r Arjan Singh, 18-A, Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi ... 101 

21. Shri Gyan Prakash Sahni, Grand Hotel, Delhi ... 101 

22. Shri Prithviraj Kapoor, M.P., Prithvi Theatres, Bombay ... 101 

23. Sardar Kartar Singh Mehta, Govt. Contractor, Delhi ... 101 

24. R.B. Jodha Mai Kuthiala, New Delhi ... 101 

25. Sardar Shamsher Singh, Sahib Singh (Agencies) Ltd. 

New Delhi. ... 101 

26. Sardar Tarlok Singh, M.A., Banker, Ludhiana ... 101 

27. Sardar Sardul Singh Jaaj, New York ... 101 

28 Her Highness Rajmata Kamlendu Mati Shah, M.P., of 

Tehri Garhwal ... 100 

29. Sardar K.S. Sobti, New Delhi ... 101 

D—Subscribers 

1. Shri C K. Nair, M.P., President, Delhi Pradesh Congress 

Committee, Delhi ... 5I 

2. Shri N.N. Kaul, Genl. Secretary, A.I. Displaced Congress 

Workers' Association, Delhi ... 51 

3. Major Amat Singh, Asstt. Income-tax Commissioner, Jaipur ... 51 

4. Sardar Lai Singh, M.P., New Delhi ... 51 

5 - R.B. Ishar Das Sahni, 19 Prithvi Raj Road, New Delhi ... 51 

6. Sardar Khem Singh Dugal, New Delhi ... 51 

7 * Messrs. “Gaylord", New Delhi ... 51 

8. Shri M R. Kohli, New Bank of India Ltd., New Delhi ... jj 

9 - Sardar Gurmukh Nihal Singh. Speaker, Delhi Legislative 

Assembly, Delhi ~ ... 51 

10. Sardar Ranjit Singh Narula, Advocate, Delhi ... 51 

ti. Bakslii Dalip Singh, R.C. Edwards & Co. Ltd., Bombay ... 51 
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Shri B.K. Shah, Genl. Manager, New India Assurance Co. 
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Begum Aizaz Rasul, M.P., Lucknow 

Shri K.P.S. Menon, India’s Ambassador in USSR 

Shrimati Rameshwari Nehru, New Delhi 

Shri U.A. Basrurker, Vice-President, New Delhi Municipal 

Committee 

Sardar Gopal Singh, Advocate, New Delhi 

Sardar Mohan Singh (Oriental Building & Furnishing Co.), 

New Delhi 

Dewan Hari Krishan Das Dahriwala (of Lahore), Rohtak Road 
Delhi 

Kanwar Sardari Lai Chopra, New Delhi 

Bhai Sunder Das Sabherwal, Ratendone Road, New Delhi 

Major Raghuvendra Singh, M.L.A., Delhi 

Malik Kartar Singh, New Delhi 

Shri M.L. Sodhani, (Indian Airlines) New Delhi 

Maharani Gurcharan Kaur of Nabha 

Sardar Bhagwan Singh, (Prop. Bhagwan Singh & Sons), New Delhi. 

Sardar Khem Singh, Mill-Owner, Fatehpuri, Delhi 

Messrs. Vishandas Bodaram, Naya Bazar, Delhi 

Sardar Dalip Singh, Architect, New Delhi 

Shri Anand Raj Surana, M.L.A., Delhi 

Sardar Hari Singh (Prop: Krishna Paper & Stationery Mart) 

Chauri Bazar, Delhi 

Sardar Diwan Singh Sethi, New Delhi 

Sardar Jagjit Singh, Landlord, New Delhi 

Sardar Awtar Singh Nanda, Frontier Woollen & Textile Mills, 

New Delhi 

Shri Jaggat Ram Lair, Lairo Knitting Mills, New Delh 1 . 

Sardar Pratap Singh Anand, Govt. Contractor, Nizamuddin 
Ext., New >Delhi 

Sardar Balwant Singh Anand (Gujarkhani) Mill-Owner, Mathura... 
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43. Messrs. Lalvani Brothers, Bombay 
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GLOSSARY 

We give below the glossary of a few words and certain terms used in the 
text of the volume. Most of the words are intelligible to the Indian public, but 
to explain their significance to the non-Indian readers, we have deemed it proper 
to give their meanings in colloquial English— Editor. 


Abhinandan 
Abhinandan Granth 
Akali 


Akal Purakh\ 
Akal Pursh f 

Akal Takht 


Angrakha or^| 
Andrakha J 

Baba 

Badshah—Sardar 
Baba Sahib 
Banda 


Baj-Baj-Ghat 
Babar Akalis 

Bani 

Bania 

ji ^ ^ ^ 

Beopar-Mandal 

Bharat 


... literally means welcome, or wishing good health and 
prosperity etc. 

... a commemoration volume wherein different persons 
wish the person concerned long life and good health. 

... literally means one who believes in the Timeless God. 
In Sikh terminology the word connotes a person who 
belongs to a sect known as Akali. 

... Tfie Timeless and Deathless Being. Means the God 
Almighty. 

The throne of the Timeless and Deathless. Connotes 
a sacred religious seat of Authority in Sikh religion, the 
place situate in the precincts of the Golden Temple, 
Amritsar. 

... literally means toga. A long coat worn by ancient 
chiefs in India. 

... literally means father or grandfather. Usually applied 
to persons of advanced age, as a mark of respect. 

... A Sikh Chief equivalent to the rank of a king. 

... An elderly person held in high esteem. 

... literally means man. Connotes a historical personality 
who fought against the Moghuls after the death of the 
Tenth Guru. 

... The name of the quay, on the banks of the Hooghly, 
Calcutta. 

... A term applied to a band of revolutionary Sikhs who 
resorted to violent methods to oust the Britishers from 
India. 

... literally means speech. Usually applied to the sayings 
and composition of Sikh Gurus and scriptures. 

... literally means a trader. Applied generally to petty 
grocers. 

... literally means Chamber of Commerce. Connotes an 
organisation mostly of traders. 

... The Hindi name for India. 
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Bapu 

... literally means father. Generally used with Mahatma 
Gandhi’s name out of respect and affection. 

Bradari 

... literally means Brotherhood. Generally means caste in 
wider sense. 

Chaprasi 

... literally means peon. 

Darbar Sahib 

... in Sikh terminology it connotes a sacred place of 
worship. Generally applied to the Golden Temple at 
Amritsar. 

Darshan 

••• literally means glimpse or sight. Colloquially means 
a visit to or sight of, a person or a thing held in great 
reverence. 

Dharam 

••• literally means religion or righteousness. 

Dharamshala 

— means a place of worship. Connotes ordinary temples 
or gurdwaras. 

Dharmic 

... religious. 

Dhoti 

... a common dress worn by Indians (mostly Hindus) 
in place of trousers. 

Diwan 

... literally means court. Connotes an assembly or 
meeting or gathering. 

Guru 

... literally means a mentor or teacher. In Sikh religion 
it connotes the founder of the Sikh religion. Sikhs 
have ten Gurus. The first was Guru Nanak, the 


founder of the religion, and the last was Guru Gobind 
Singh, the Tenth Guru. 

Gurdwara 

••• literally means, the place of the Guru. Generally 
connotes a Sikh shrine. 

Granth 

... A book, a volume. s 

Guru Granth Sahib 

... The Holy Book of Sikhs. 

Guru’s Bani 

... The sayings of the Gurus. 

Gumashta 

... Attorney or agent. 

Harmandar Sahib 

... literally means God’s temple. Connotes the Golden 
Temple at Amritsar. i 

Hookah 

... An Indian smoking pipe. 

I.M.S. 

... Indian Medical Service. 

Jai Hind 

... literally means ‘Hail India’, a rational greeting or 
salutation. 

Jatha 

... A band ; generally means a corps of volunteers. 

Jathabandi 

... Organisation. 

Kachha 

... An underwear generally worn by Sikhs. It is one of 

Kuchha 

Kachhahra J 

the compulsory symbols which a Sikh has to wear. 

Kbalsa 

... literally means pure. A name used for Sikhism, as 


initiated by Tenth Guru. 
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Khilat 

Kirpan 

Khud 

Karam Yogi 


Kama-Gata-Maru 

Lat Sahib Bahadur 

Morcha 

Mahant 

Maharaj 

Majlis 
Mata Sita 

Mazhabis 
Neta Ji 

Nirol 

Panth 

Parshad 

Pradesh 

Panchayat 

Pranam 

Pritinidhi 

Ramdasis 


Raj-Yogi 


Raj 

Rashtrapati 



... A robe of honour. 

... literally means sword. Constitutes an essential symbol 
which a Sikh has to wear, as enjoined by the Tenth 
Guru. 

... A deep ditch. 

... A pious person of action. Connotes a sect of ascetics 
who believe that performance of actions is one of the 
essentials of attaining salvation. 

... The name of a Japanese vessel, chartered by Baba 
Gurdit Singh in 1914. 

... Connotes H. E. the Governor. 

... Connotes a campaign or fight or struggle. 

... literally means an incumbent. Connotes a priest of a 
temple or shrine. 

... A prefix or suffix used with the name of great perso¬ 
nalities, connoting reverence or esteem. 

... literally means an assembly or an organisation. 

... Wife of Lord Rama, esteemed by Hindus as a model 
of devotion to her husband. 

... Scheduled caste Sikhs. 

... ‘Neta* literally means leader. A name by which 
Shriyut Subash Chander Bose is popularly known. 

... Means pure. 

... literally means Way; connotes the Sikh religion or 
Sikh community in general. 

... In Sikh terminology means any sacramental lood for 
distribution. 

... Province or State. 

... A village assembly composed of elected persons. 

... Salutation, greetings. 

... Representative. 

... Followers of the Hindu Saint, Ravidas, who was a 
cobbler bv profession. In Sikh religion, the teirn is 
applied to those who are converts from the cobblers 
class. 

... In Sikh religion the term connotes a person who is 
both a Yogi' and a wealthy man. who believes that 
salvation can be attained by remaining in the world 
and performing domestic duties. 

... literally means regime or government. 

... literally means the Head of the State. The term is 
used for the President of India. 
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Sangram 

Smadhi 

Sangat 
Satguru 

Sat-Sri-Akal 


Shri 

Shriyut 
Shriman J 

Sarbrah 


Saropa 


Sabha 

Singh Sabha 
Sanatan Dharam 
Sardar 


Sardar Saheb 
Sikh 


Singh 


Satyagraha 


Shabad 


... Battle, fight, struggle, crusade. 

... Monument; mausoleum, also means a state of spiritual 
trance. 

... Assembly ; gathering ; congregation ; company. 

Literally means true teacher. Generally applied to 
the Sikh Gurus and also means the Great Lord, the 
Almighty God. 

... literally meams 'God Almighty is true\ It is a 
Sikh greeting, also used as war-cry. Also a form of 
Sikh salutation. 

... Is equivalent to the English Mister (Mr.) 

... Is used with the name of big personalities as a mark 
of respect. In colloquial English, it is a substitute for 
'Sir' or ‘Sire'. 

... Literally means custodian or steward. In Sikh history 
the word is used for a person who is appointed as an 
incharge of a Sikh shrine or the estate attached thereto. 

... Literally means a robe which covers the whole body 
from head to foot. Connotes a robe of honour. In 
Sikh convention it is a custom to bestow on certain 
respected personalities a robe of honour as a token of 
appreciation or respect or gratitude. 

... Assembly ; association ; organisation. 

... An organisation of Sikhs. 

... Literally means ancient religion. 

... Is equivalent to the English word ‘ satrap '. Is gener¬ 
ally placed before the name of a Sikh gentleman, to 
signify respect. 

... A Sikh gentleman held in respect. 

... Literally means a disciple. The Sikhs are known as 
such, because they are the disciples of Guru Nanak 
and his successors. 

... Literally means lion. The Tenth Guru enjoined that 
every Sikh shall have the epithet of ‘Singh' affixed 
after his name. Such as, Gobind Singh, Ranjit Singh, 
Kharak Singh., etc. etc. 

... Literally means the adoption or grasp of truth. 
Mahatma Gandhi believed that by adopting truth and 
non-violence as one's weapons one could achieve the 
aim. In Indian political terminology the term 
connotes struggle or resistance in a peaceful and non¬ 
violent manner. 

... Literally means word. Connotes the sayings of Sikh 
Gurus. 
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Satyagrahi 

Shromani 

Shromani Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee. 

Shishya 

Subedar 

Tapasvi 


Toshakhana 

Wahiguru 

Yogi 


One who adopts satyagraha as means ot strugg.e or 
fight. Connotes a passive resister. 

Literally means high or chief, or exalted or supreme. 

A premier body set up under law to supervise and 
control the management of Sikh shrines. 

Literally means disciple or pupil. 

Literally means subaltern. In Indian Army, it is a 
rank below that of a Lieutenant. 

Literally means an ascetic or one who performs 
penance or leads an austere life. Generally appbea 
for such persons who undergo hardships for some 
noble cause. 

A place where valuables are stored. In Sikh 

logy it is a treasury where precious articles belonging 

to the shrine are stored. 

. Literally means ‘God is wonderful'. A word use„ 
for God or Creator. 

One who believes in “Yog"; which literally means 
union or communion. In Hindu religion, log is a 
philosophy which explains the various methods 
whereby the - human soul can attain perfection ana 
union with the Universal Soul. 



if 




XV? 


34? 





